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Hon. H. STEWART: The difficulty is
that the commissioner might not make thie
order if such a case were proved. 'More-
over, there are eases where properties may
bie in. the hands of trustee companies acoting
on behalf of persons drawing their incomes
from rent, and that matter would not come
before the court.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: That is ridiculous.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I must ask

hon. members to allow Mr. Stewart to pro-
ceed.

Hon. 1-1. STEWART: Should the Bill
go into Committee, it would he perfety
reasonable to amend the paragraph so as
to give an alternative reason, namely, loss
of income, Then the Bill would give relief
to another section besides tenants of what
are only dwelling houses without productive
lands attached to them. There should lie no
distinction made between one section in
difficulties and another section equally in
diffliculties.

On the motion of Ron. J. .1. Holmes, de-
bate adjourned.

Rouse adjourned at 10.8 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-TRAFFIC AUTHORITIES.
Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for

Police:- 1, Is it a fact that Mr. W. J. Carey
was refused permission to replace Fiat car
No. 10267 on route No. 8? 2, Is it also a
fact that Mr. If. Dicton was granted per-
mission to replace his car under exactly
similar conditions asked for in this instance,
and refused by the traffic authorities? 3,
Under what section of the Traffic Act did
the traffic authorities demand ML~r. Carey's
transfer of his license to the receiver for
Nash cars? 4, Is he aware that the traffic
authorities kept 7%r. Carey out of employ-
ment for LL period of six weeks awaiting a
(lecision onl the condition of the Fiat ear
for which he asked a replacement, and why
was the condition of the Fiat ear brought
into the matter of a replacement at all? 5,
Was the attitude of the traffic authorities
governed by their desire to assist a certain
finance company in direct opposition to the
wording of the Act, which states "the owner
of the license shalt be the person who has
had possession of the vehicle for three
months or over?

Tfhe MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
1, Mr. Carey and Nash Cars Limited have
been given to 30th November to reinstate the
car on Route 8. 2, No-the facts are alto-
gether dissimilar. 3, Mr. Carey has handed
back the car to Nash Cars Limited and the
license must go with the car, and any per-
son becoming the owner of a vehicle must,
obtain a transfer in accordance ithd Regu-
lation 158. 4, Mr. Carey has not been kcept
out of employment by any action of the
traffic authorities. The bus is 6it to run on
the road when minor repairs are effected at
a cost of £10O. 5, No. See anwer to No. 3.
The definition of "o-wner" has not been fully
quoted.

QUESTION-UEMWPLOYED AS
PROSPECTORS.

3fr. SLEE2LVN asked the Minister for
Mines: In view of the fact that there are
amongst the unemployed a number of men
receiving Government sustenance, and who
are prepared to go out prospecting if the
sustenance is shifted from the metropolitan
area to the place they wish to prospect, will
the Government be prepared to do this in
order that these men will be given a chance
to do some good for the State?
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The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
Prospectors are not assisted by the Mines
Department at the sustenance rate applying
in the metropolitan area, and all applica-
tions for assistance to prospect are dealt
with by the Central Mining Board, which
considers each proposal on its merits. It
is not proposed to depart from this mode
of procedure.

QUESTION-17REMANTLE TRAFFIC
BRIDGE.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the M1inister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that an under-water
survey was made of the Fremantle Traffic
Bridge last week?9 2, Is it his intention to
make a statement to the House, or alterna-
tively, to lay the report on the Tablet

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied.
1, Survey was commenced last week and is
still in progress. 2, Upon completion, a
statement will be made to the House, if
desired.

QUESTION-STATE IMPLEMENT
WORKS.

Qualifications of Mr. Brodribb.

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, How long has Mr. Brodribb-
who has been appointed one of the commit-
tee to inquire into the State Implement
Works--been in the service of this State
2, What is his present classification? 3,
What salary does he receive? 4, Is he the
gentleman who was, for some time, con-
nected with the State Implement Depart-
ment, and later retained at the Claremont
Hospital for the Insane? 5, Are his quali-
fications such as would make his favourable
or unfavourable report on the State Imple-
went Works of any comrmercial value?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1. 34 years 5 months. 2, £C456-i52. 3,
E552, plus £24 allowance. Total f576 per
annum. 4, Yes. 5, Yes.

QUESTION-COAL MINING LEASE.
Mr. WILSON asked the Minister for

Mines: 1, How many bores (hand, calyx,
separately) were put down on the Walsend
State Coal Mining Lease prior to 1912? 2,
Who paid for the cost of such operations?

3, What was the total cost to the Govern-
ments of those days for such prospecting?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Not less than 14 in all on ground compris-
ing the Wallsend and other Proprietary
Company's leases, boring being completed
in 1897. 2, The cost was borne by the Pub-
lic Works Department. 3, Approximately
£8,000.

LEAVE or ABSENCE.
On motion by 31r. Wilson, leave of ab-

senee for two weeks granted to -Mr. Coverley
(Kimberley) on the ground of urgent pri-
vate business.

BILLS (4)-FIRST READING.

1, East Perth Public Hall.
Introduced by the Attorney General.

2, Finance and Development Board.

3, Loan £2,335,000.
4, Forests Act AmendIment.

Introduced by the Premier.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READ)ING.
1, Hospital Fund (Contributions).

2,1 Totalisator Duty Act Amendment.

Transmitted to the Council.

BILL-INDUSTRIAl. ARBIT RATION

ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay-Mt. Marshall) (4.431 in moving
the second reading said: This is a short Bill,
a simple Bill and, I think members will
agree,' a very important Bill.

Mr. Sleexn: It is not very important to
the workers.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think it is; that is why the Bill has been
brought down. The necessity for the Bill,
as the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
McCallum) mentioned the Other evening
when speaking on another Bill, is due to the
abnormal conditions. Also it is necessary to
carry out the wishes of Parliament as ex-
pressed in 1924. Members, will recollect that
this House in 1924 dealt with an amendment
to the Industrial Arbitration Act. Although
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the exact wording of this Bill is not the
same, it is very similar to that other measure.
One of the purposes of this Bill is to bring
our Act into line with the Acts of the East-
era States, including that of the Common-
wealth. It is may intention to deal with every
Act in Australia to show the differences be-
tween them. Our Act states that-

Before the 14th day of Jure in every year
the court, of its own motion, shall determine
and leI-i,-e 'a) a Ibnsic wage to lie paid to male
and tcuiwle workers, and (b) wherever and
,vlwuever niecessary, differential basic rates
to be paid in special or defined areas of the
State. ('2) The expression "basic wage'"
Meians a sun suficient to enable the average
worker to whom it applies to live i reason-
able comnfort, having regard to oily domestic
obligation to which such average woriler would
lie ordinarily subject.

It is not our intention to alter that, but to
free the court, so that it may fix the basic
wage quarterly if it so desires. The wording
of the Bill is clear. It does not give the
court any instructions, but if it considers
that the alteration in the cost of living is
such that the basic wage should he amended
it will be able to effect such alteration. I said
this Bill was to bring our legislation into
line with that of the E~astern States. I have
here the South Australian Industrial Code,
which states that the Board of Industry
shall, after public inquiry as to the increase
or decrease in the average east of living,
make a determination declaring what shall
be the living wage to be paid to adult male
employees, and to adult female employees,
with fufl power to fix different rates to
be paid in different areas. It shall hold an
inquiry for the purpose of declaring the
living wage whenever a substantial change
in the cost of living, or any other circum-
stance has, in the opinion of the board,
rendered it just and expedient that the
question of the living wage shall be
reopened and reviewed; but no such
determination shall he made by such
hoard until the expiration of a period of
at least one year (amended in 1921 to 'Nix
months') from the date of its, previoli de-
termination. The Queensland Industrial
Conciliation and Arbitration Act says that
the court mar from time to time declare
general rualings relating to any industrial
matter for the guidance of atitors before it
and of boards. It also says that without
limiting the generality of the power con-
ferred by the two preceding subsections

the court may from time to time make de-
clarations as to: (a) the cost of living;
(b) the standard of living; (c) the mini-
mum rate of wages to be paid to persons
of either sex (also referred to as the basic
wage) ; and (i) the standard hours. The
New South Wales industrial laws were
amended ii' 1926 by an Act similar to that
of South Australia. The commission there
may not mole frequently than once in every
six months determine a standard of living
and amend the basic wage. There has been
some discussion as to how the Federal basic
wage has been fixed. There is nothing in
the Federal Act fixing the basic wage, but
generally speaking in all awards that are
made by the Federal Court it is customary
to provide for automatic quarterly adjust-
ments in accordance with the figures issued
by the Commonwealth Statistician. The
index figures used by the court are those
of the cities or towns covered by the dis-
pute, and the different grouping of the fig-
ures has the effect of making the wage
variations other than uniform. I have a
few illustrations of this. In the 'Merchant
Service Guild award, the weighted average
of the six capital cities is the base, and on
the last quarter's figures the wages were re-
duced by 3.s. per week. The Waterside
Workers' award is on the weighted average
of five capital. (excluding Brisbane), and
on the last quarter's figures the wage reduc-
tion was 2d. per hour. The Federated Ship-
wright's award is on the weighted average
of the six capital cities, but eomparcd w;ith
a different base quarter from tliat of the
Merchant Service award, and the reduction
onl the last quarter's figures was id. per
hour. In a number of Federal awards no
%ariation is mnade unless there is a specified
minimum fluctuation in the index figures.
In the -Merchant Service Guild award, for
instance, there is no change in the wage if
the change is less than 1.9 points (apprond-
mate]ly just under Is. a week). It is the
tame with the shipwrights' awrard. In the
case of the waterside workers there is no
change if the variation is less thant 13 points
tapproximately 8d. per week). This Bill
is somewhat similar to that which was
brought down hr the cs-Minister for Works,
the member for South Fremantle. Clause
100 of that lion. member-'s Bill is as fol-
lows:

The court shall of its own motion, from time
to tie. ..aike a dletermination declaring wvhat
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shall he the basic wage to be paid to male
workers and to female workers, with power to
fix different rates to be paid in different areas
of the State.

The Court shall hold an inquiry for the pur-
pose of declaring the basic wage whenever a
substantial change in the east of living or any
other circumstances has, in the opinion of the
Court, rendered it Just and expedient that
the sjuestion of the basic wage should be re-
opened an1. reviewed.

This is as the clause was originally brought
down.

Mr. McCallum: The two Bi~ls are as dif-
ferent as the two poles are far apart.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
the same as the South Australian legislation
except that instead of the term "basic wage"
being used it is "living wage," and instead
of "~court" the wvord "board" is used. When
the hon. member's Bill was brought down
be himself moved an amendment, to add the
following words:

Or at tim request of the Minister,.

This meant that the court could at he re-
quest of the Minister re-open and review
the basic wage. When the Bill went to an-
other place, it was amended. We were not
living in abnormal -times then as we are
now, and probably the amendment was the
right one to make. We were not being
affected by any of those terrific economic
changes that are now going on before our
eyes. The leader of the House in another
llace, however, opposed the amendment.
Mr. Drew wade the following statement:-

[. trust no attempt will be made to restrict
the powers of the court in this direction. There
may be occasions from time to time within a
shorter periud than 12 months to fix the basic
%rage.

That is what we have to-day, and that is
why the Bill has been brought down, Al-
though it is generally thought that the Fed-
eral Court fixes the basic wage, actually it
is fixed on the Harvester judgmenL. of 1907.
Mr. Justice Higgins in delivering judgment
in the Federal Engineers' award, said:

It is very gratifying to find that a practice
has grown up, and is increasing now that em-
ployers and employees have come to understand
the ways of this court, of agreeing to vary tbe
basic wage periodically, according to the flue-
tuations of the tables of the Commonwealth
Statistician. The tables are applied to my
Tough and tenati-e finding of Is. per day, 42s.
per week, in the.Harvester ease of 1907. The
value of an accepted standard for wages can
hardly be exaggerated. But the finding should,
after all those momentous years, be revised in
the light of actual facts.

(71]

The judge then went on to deal with what
is the basic wage and the living wage. He
added-

I do not like to quote myself, although I
think I was the first to use the ,expression,
''basic wage "; but I may quote ' IHeydon, J., "
who puts the idea accurately (Bulletin or New
South Vales Board of Trade, 1928, page 9).

"The living wage must relate to the humblest
class of worker. It has to recognise aL standard,
an~d th-at standard must clearly be his; other-
wise, there would he as man-y living wages as
classes. Whereas the living wage is the lowest
which any male adult worker, not licensed as a
slow worker, should receive, and. is based, not
on the value of his work, but oa is require-
mnents as a main in a civilised community, which
has resolvedl that, so far as laws can do it, conm-
petition shiall be no longer allowed to crush him
into sweated condition."'

That is the way 'Mr. Justice Higgins put
the matter. I have also extracts to show
how -the basic wage in Australia originated.
I do not want to go into the whole history
any more than can be avoided. There is a
basic wage in every State in Australia, hut
that is not always fixed on -the same basis.
The Federal wvage is fixed on the same index
figures in every State in Australia, for a
man, his wife and three children.

Mr. McCallum: There is no Federal basic
wage operating in the same way throughout
Australia.

The MiNISTER FOR WORKS: I have
said that the Federal basic wage was fixed
on the Harvester judgment, and on the fig-
ures supplied by the Commonwealth Statis-
tician showing the rise and fall in the cost
of living. Although -there is actually no
Federal basic wage, the Federal court
has accepted those figures since 1907.

Mr. McCallum: There is a different basic
wage in nearly every award given.

The NEINESTER FOR WORKS: I have
already shown how that is fixed on the in-
dex figures all over Australia. It is fixed
in each State according to the cost of living
in each State, but the principle is the same
in all the States.

Mr. McCallum: Nothing of the kind.
There is a different principle in nearly
every award.

The XINI!JTER FOR WORKS: That
may be so. The hon. member can explain
the matter when he gets up to speak. At
present I am putting my ease. In Adelaide
the basic wage is fixed as for a man, his
wife and two chidren. In Perth it is the
same- Brisbane provides for a man,
his wife and three children. The Fede-
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ral award provides for a man, his wife and
three children. in New South Wales the
award provides for a man, his wife and one
child. There is a difference so far as the
judgment's of the various courts go.

Mr. Marshall: The child endowment sys-
tem is in vogue in N8Lew South Wales.

The 2INISTER FOR WORT-KS: Yes. I
have a statement showing the basic wage
in operation in capital cities in Australia.
In Brisbane, which is the State authority
to which I first alluded, the basic wage was
reduced from 86s. to 80s. an the 1st August
last, and to 77$. on the 5th November, 1930.
The Federal taqic wage for Brisbane, for
the September quarter 1930, plus the fls.
Powers' loading, which members know all
about, was 70s. In other words, the State
basic wag1e at present operating in Bris-
bane is 7s. above the Federal figure. In
Sydney the bkasic wage was fixed int Decem-
ber, 1920, at 82s. 6d., and the Federal at
88s. The Federal basic wage is, therefore,
5s. 6d. above the State figure. in Mel-
bourne there is no basic wage for the State,
none having been fixed by the court or by
an~y of the boards. Generally speaking, the
Federal basic wage, which is 82g. 6d.,
on the September figures, is the one
that is followed. In Adelaide the State
basic wage is now 75s., having been reduced
in October last from 8Ss. 6d., while thq
Federal basic wage is 78s. 6d., a difference
of 3s. 6d. between the two basic wages. In
Tasmania there is no State basic wage, but the
Federal Court awards are usually followed,
and this for Hobart is 82s. In Western
Australia the basic wage was declared on the
14th June last, to take effect for the follow-
ing 12 months, the amount being 86s. That
was a reduction, at the time, of is. per week-
The Federal basic wage, on the figures for
the last September quarter, is 799. The
State basic wage thus is 7s. more in the
metropolitan area than the Federal basiic
wage. I mentioned the fact that we are liv-
ing in abnormal time-;, and that there have
been great fluctuations in the cost of living.
In order that hon. memnbers may be aware
of the position, I shall quote figures show-
ing the alterations for the last three quar-
ters and also alterations up to date. For
the quarter ended -March, 1930, the cost cf
living figure furnished by the State Stazi -
tician was 85s. 3d.; for the quarter ended
June, 1930, 85s. Id.; for the quarter ended
September, 1930, 82s. 11d_. In addition,

however, the State Statistician has provided
figures showing that the cost of food and
groceries for the month of October was re-
duced by 3.13 per cent., or is. id. To-day
I have received the figures for house rent
for the December quarter. These are col-
lected in the middle of the quarter; that is
to say, in November. I find that whereas
for the September quarter house rent was
22s. 5d., for the December quarter it was
23s. 2d., or a reduction of Is. 3d. in the
average cost of house rent in the metropoli-
tan area for the current quarter. I men-
tioned that if the basic wage were fxed on
the September figures of cost of living it
would be 82s. lid., whereas it is 86s. How-
ever, if the position is brought up to dater
then because of the reduction of is. Id. in
the cost of food. and groceries and is. 3d.
in the cost of house rent, the basic wage
would be reduced to 80s. 7d.

Mr. Panton: That is why you want the
Bill throuih.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Possi-
bly. I will deal with that phase later. I
have here the figures of the State Statisti-
cian for food and groceries for 1929 and
1930. For October of this year they are
1,576, and for October of last year 1,917, a
difference of 341 points, equivalent to a de-
crease of 17 per cent. For May of this
year they are 1,826, and for May of last
year 2,005, a difference of 179 points, equiv
alent to a decrease of 9 per cent. But if
we go back to May of 1929, when the figure
was 2,005, and compare that with the figure
for October of this year, 1576, there is a
4ifference of 429 points, representing a de-
crease of 21 per cent. That is to
say, the value of money has increased be-
cause the cost of living has decreased.

The Marshall: The supply of money has
decreased.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS; I admit
that. It is one of the reasons why the Bill
has been introduced. As regards the Fede-
ral basic wage, taking the various quarters
from M1arch last year up to date, and omit-
ting the Powers loading of Ss.q for the
Mlarch quarter the index figure was 1,724
and the wage 82s. 9d. Coming down to
the September quarter of this year, we find
that the index figure is 1,581, and the wage
76s. Hon. members will see that there is
a continual reduction in the cost of living;
in other words, the value of the money that
the people receive is continually on the in-
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crease. I mentioned the fact that the basic
wage declared for Perth was 86s., and that
it had been declared as from the let July
of this year to the 30th June, 1931, the basic
wage outside the metropolitan area being
Is. less, or 85s. I find that, compared with
July of 1914, the basic wage has increased
from 54 s. to 86s., representing an inrase
of 60 per cent. As the cost of living index
figure has increased by 46 per cent., the
basic wage has risen 14 per cent. more than
the cost of living. Hon. members will under-
stand that when one deals with basic wage
figures, one deals with bottom figures, the
foundation of all other wages. The propor-
ion of Western Australian workers on the

basic wage is very small.
Mr. Marshall: They are all pretty well

employed looking for work.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In this

Bill I am not dealing with unemployment,
although the measure has a serious effect
on the question of employment, as I shall
show later. The variation, however, is no'
restricted to workers on the basic
wage; and to - show this I would
quote the wages of tradesmen and
semi-skilled labourers in 1930. The wages
for fitters and turners in 1913 were 12s. per
day. This figure relates to the State
Implement Works and has been furn-
ished to me by the Minister in charge of
State trading concerns. I have here an
analysis of the increases, per day, of fitters
and turners between 1913 and 1930-

1913-Wage 12s.I
Direct increase of wages-Ss. 2d.
Indirect increase by shorter bours-Is.

8- 16 d.
Indireet increase by long-service leave-

7-7/1241.
Total-l10s. 59j d.

Thus there has been a. total incense by way
of direct wages and privileges of no less
than 87.3 per cent. The semi-skilled work-
Vrs wage in 1931 was 9s. 6id. per day, and
since then has changed as follows:

Direct increase of wages-8s.
Indirect increase by shorter hours-Is. 5%d
Indirect increase by long-service leave-

1d.
Total--9s. I1T~d.

The total increase in direct wages is 83.3
per cent.; and the total increase in direct
wages and privileges amounts to
106.04 per cent. The wages bill is a
very serious question for the Government

of Western Australia, apart from private
individuals. This State's expenditure on
,wages and salaries for the year 1929-30
totalled no less than L5,645,500, of which
amount £3,404,500 represented wages and
£2,241,000 salaries. The State Statistician
has supplied me with figures showing the
number of wage and salary earners employed
in Western Australia, brought up to the
31st December, 1929. 1 agree that the
figures are not up to date, and that quite
b number of these people to-day are not in
work. But as these are the only ajuthentic
figures available, I have accepted them in
order to make this statement.

Hon. P. Collier: Are these Government
or private wage and salary earners?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
figures refer to all the wage and salary
earners in Western Australia. The number
of male earners is 96,938, and of female
earners 23,360, or a total of 120,290. I
want to make it clear that these are not all
people working under arbitration awards.
It is not easy to arrive at the exact number
governed by such awards. The State Stat-
istician has furnished me with estimates
that there are 52,322 males and 3,189
females, or a total of 55,311 workers, gov-
erned by arbitration awaurds. Taking those
1929 figures, an alteration of is. per week
in the basic wage means to the Western
Australian Government an expenditure of
£:44,000 per annum. Taking the whole of
the wage and saary earners'in the State,
it means an additional cost of £312,750 per
annum. It may be said that those wage
and salary earners who are not working
under arbitration awards are not affected
by increases; but the point I want to make
clear is that, assuming all these 120,290
persons are in wvork-probably 10,000 of
them are not-it means that everybody at
work in Western Australia to-day is, on the
figures I have quoted as the cost of living,
5s. per week better off than he or she was
six months ago. That is because of the re-
duction in the cost of living. The question
is whether we should continue to allow
people who are in work to have this extra
money. After all, the Arbitration Court
fixes the basic wvage on certain standards;
and that is all I ask the court to do by this
Bill. Owing to the huge fluctuations which
have occurred, these people have actually
more money in wages and salaries to-day
than they had when the court fixed the
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present basic wage. The Bill merely asks
that the court should be allowed to recon-
sider its decision in the light of present-day
facts. The 120,000 odd wage and salary
earners to whom I have referred receive
£312,000 additional annually for every sil-
liug of increase in the basic wage, provid-
ing, of course, that the same number are
still at work. On the figures, I have quoted,
they are receiving £1,500,000 per annum
wnore than the court decided they should
receive. That is to say, the actual money
they are receiving has so much more value
to-day; and the consequence is that they
are so much better off. There is another
xery serious reason why we should pass the
Bill. Wages can only be paid out of pro-
duction of wealth and the amount, of money
we caa borrow. There are two sources of
employment; there are two sources on which
we can live. This year we have a reduc-
tion of £2,500,000 to £3,000,000 in the
amount of loan money available, and we
find also a huge reduction in the incomts of
the people. I have here some figures, again
prepared by the State Statistician, which
show that in 1928-29 the quantity of wheat
produced was, 33,790,040 bushels, valued at
£8,236,822. The quantity of wheat esti-
mated for 1930-31 is 50,000,000 bushels, and
at 2s. 6d. per bushel, or Gd. more than the
present price, the value will be £C6,250,000.
So that although we have increased our
production of wheat by over 16,000,000
bushels, the value of that production is
reduced by over £C2,000,000. The same posi-
tion applies in the case of wool. In 1928-29
the wool clip was 58,865,734 lbs., and the
clip for the current season is estimated
at 78,000,000 lbs., the value remaining just
about the same. Notwithstanding the great
increase and the consequently greater cost of
production, the value received will be prac-
tically the same. The timber industry has
suffered greatly, more than any other of
our industries. In the year 1L928-29 the
value of timber produced was some
£2,000,000, and for the current year the
ralue is estimated at £1,280,000- Combined,
the figures show that the value of our pro-
duction in 1928-29 was £31,992,701, and
that for this year the value is estimated at
£28,941,000; that is, taking wheat at 2s. 6d.
per bushel. Thus we have a reduction of
£3,000,000 in the value of our production;
and if we take the price of -wheat ruling
to-day, there is a further drop of £C1,250,000-

It is right that Parliament should deal with
the question on its merits. We shall be told
that we are out to reduce wages. All that
we are doing is to free the court, as Mr.
Drew said in the Upper House, by remov-
ing the restriction placed upon that tri-
hunal. We are not out to reduce the basie
wage, but to allow the court to fix that wage
so as to keep it at the point at which they
dlecided it should be fixed. I do not think
it right that people who are in -work should
receive more in wages or salaries now than
they should be receiving, merely because
money is more valuable to-day. I believe it
would be better for all concerned if the rate
of wages could be brought back to the rate
the court fixed in June or July. If that
were done, there would be more money
available for the employment of other peo-
pie in various parts of the State. I know
we will be told wve are out to reduce wages.

Mr. McCallumn: You have admitted it.
The M~INIS TEE FOR WORKS: I have

not.
Air. "Ie~allum: Yes, you did in your last,

statement, -when you. said it was better to
bring the wages hack to some other rate.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
to what the court decided the workers should
receive. Because of the fluctuations that
have been apparent recently, it is obvious
that no one would have expected -such a
terrific reduction in the cost of living as
that which has been noted during the last
f~our mouths. Why has that reduction oc-
c;urred l The reason is that the man on
the land is not receiving a living wage. The
wheat grower, the potato grower and the
wool man are all producing at a loss.

Mr. Marshall: How are the bankers get-
ting on'I

The INISTER FOR WORKS: I will
deal with that phase.

Mr. Sampson: What you want is a more
equitable distribution.

The MIN1qISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Air. McCallunm: Equitable distribution!

What about your bank account? Never
mind the wages man; what about your
baink account?

Mr. Sampson interjected.
31r. SPEAKER: Order!1
The INISTER FOR WORKS: I do

not mind members questioning me wheit
I am speaking, but I do object to them in-
terjecting between themselves while I am
frying to speak.
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31r. Uc~alluju: You objeet! Never mindi
about you objecting.

The MI1,iSTER FOR WORKS: I do
object to it.

Mr. McCallumi: Never mind about you;
it is for the Speaker to object; not you.

M.Nr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. McCallum: The Speaker is here to
ker-p order, not the -Minister for Works.

The MINISTER FOR WOR-KS: I say
hain, members should support the Speaker.

31r_ McCallum: Don't take the Speaker's
job upon yourself.

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: I have
not done so.

Mrt. Marshall: Von arc a paid Minister,
aind you would be over-paid if you got
nothing at all.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Murchison (Mr, Marshall) in-
terjected with regard to the banks, I have
figures dealing with banking operations and
fromi these I find that though the primary
nroducers are suffering serious disabilities
because the prices of their products are at
a low ebb, those who have money have also
had their capital reduced. The figures 1
have were prepared by the Government
Statistician and they deal with international
share price indexes. Tn the report I have
received from him there is the following-

The magnitude of the fall in share prices
during the last IS months has already received
notice in these eluns-

That refers to the "Official Record" of the
Stock Exchange, M.%elbourne-

-but the percentage fall in Australia, as
compared with percentage recessions in somne
international markets, has not received atten-
tion. Such comparison will bring home to us
the severity of the present depression im kus-
tralia. From the peak of ordinary share prices
in February, 1929, the drop to October, 1910,
was over 52 per cent.
Hon. members can appreciate the fact, there.
Core, that the wealth of Australia is being
decreased rapidly. That is apparent when
we appreciate the fact that those whc have
money invested in compainies and shares
have experienced a fall in the value of their
lioduiiug; of 52 pcr rent. That i-i bad enouzdi.
hut when we compare the position with that
obtaining in other countries, we find that
the depression here is much greater than

elsewhere. The report 1 was reading con-
tinues--

In Newi York the recession from the peak in
September, 1929, to August, 1930, was 34 per
centt. Over thle saine period London recorded a
decline of 25 per cent, and Paris 15 per cent.
The peak in Berlin was reached in October,
1929, and the fall from that month to August,
1930, was 22 per cent.

Ido not want to go through the whole of
the details hut I think hon. members will
realise that those who have money invested
are certainly losing the value of their capi-
tal to-day. When I said I expected to re-
ecive support for this measure from Oppo-
sition inembe s, I lised my expectations oni
speeches delivered by some of them. For
instance, the member for Guildford-Midland
;Hon. W. D. Johnson)-I am sorry he, is
niot present-had something to say' on the
alubject.

Mr. Pauton: Tlhe member for Ouildfordl-
Midlandl is away at present endeavourinr
to secure a better price for wheat. That
ik what he is doing, if you want to know.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
he will succeed.

Mr. Panton: But you did iot mention
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In the
course of a speech, the member for Guild-
foid-Mfidland said-

We would wieh'onlc a review of wages if the
cost of living were tackled at the same time,
lint we object to wages coming down when the
cost of living- is going up.

The cost of living is going down, and I
agree with the hon. member that no Gay-
ernment should do anything to reduce wages
when the cost of living is going up. In
view of the facts I have established from
the Government Statistician's figur6s, I
think, therefore, that hon. member should
agree to the Bill. Then the member for
East Perth (Mr. Kenneally) was another
who dealt with this phase. I am sorry he,
tori, is absent. In the course of his speech
he said-

....the subsequent decisions of the Arbi-
tration Court, which takes into consideration
the cost of the commodities required by the
worker must be reflected in the basic wage
finding-

I agree with that-
-If thle basic wage is reduced, the amount
received per week by the worker wvilt maintain
his wage standard by preserving to him tbc
same purchasing power to enable hint to buy
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the commodities that he purchased in 1912.
There will thus be no reduction in the wage

That is, nil I in asking the ouse to agree
to. I ask members to pass the Bill to allow
the Arbitration Court to provide for the
workers the same wage that will purchase
the ,anie qIi.-ntity of commodities as the
court decided hie should be in a position to
do. The me-mber for East Perth went on
to say-

W~hat concerns; themi most is the purchasing
power of the money regarding the acquisition
of commodities upon which they live. If the
exMisting earning power of money is reducedI
and reflects itself through the activities of the
community to the extent of reducing the eost
of alt essential commodities, including rent,
that will be made manifest in the decisions of
the court in regard to the wages of the
workers.
That is what I take as my text. I agree
with the member for East Perth, and that
is aill the Ouivernment are asking.

Mrt. Pauton: It is about the only time
the pair of you will be in agreement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In this
iu4anee the member for East Perth is at
least fair. The Government do not ask the
House to say to the Arbitration Court, "You
shall do this" or "You shall do that." All
we say to the court is we shall remove the
restriction from you which determines that
you can only fix the basic wage once in
12 months7 and we shall give the court the
right to say that when a fluctuation occurs
in the cost of living that increases the value
of wages paid, the wvage may be hrought
back to a point in accord with the cost of

That the Bill be. now read a second time.
Onl motion byV Mr. MCaltlum, debate ad-

.ii irned,

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Colincil's Afessnage.

Message from the Council received and
read, notifyiing that it had proposed an
alternative amendment to its Amendment
No. I in the Bill, to wvhich the Assembly had
disagreed, and had .agreed to the Assembly's
further amendment to the Council's tmend-
inent No. i!;.

BILLr-COMPANIES ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without amend-

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1930-31.

In Covaiitiec of Supplit.

Resumed from the previous day; M1r.

Ange(lo in the Chair.

VOulti-Dc1'vrlmnial, £134,252:

Mr. -MARSHALL: M.ay I ask if it is
proposed to deal willh the Vote as a whole,
or whether we are to proceed division by
division

The CHAIRMNAN: We are dealingr with
11wlitDepartmnental VTote. The general dis-
v'ns,1ion his teven c-oncluded.

Li ciii -- Salaries, W~orks, £54,491:

Retrenicnt of Engisscer-in-chief.

Mlr. MecCALIXIN: I wish to emnphasise
how disappointed I was with the reply fur-
nished by the -Minister for Works to the
representations made by the Leader of the
Opposition and] by mnyself with regard to the
retrenchment of the Engineer in ('hief. The
M1inister made n attempt to answer the case
we I)O1t It[, 11a1nd erely pleaded that his
action had been dictated by the need for
evouom ' %, n., though there were not other
teonomies possible without impairing the
efficiency of the Public Works Department
by, the retirement of its chief directing offi-
cer. Tihe Minister did not attempt to show
why the retirement of the Engineer in Chief
was essential, or wherein that retirement
would remilt in the effet-ting of economies.
MAost of the statements he made had no bear-
ing on that question at all. Ile did not show
that his objective could not be achieved other
thnan by the period put to the service of the
distinguished enginfer who has presided over
tl'e d1epart11W'nt f01 -itm time. N o artiin:

wasi made to explain why 11r. 9tileman was
chosen as the officer to be retrenched; no
explanation was given as to why Western
Australia slinnld lie deprived of the services
of son eminent an official. Figures were
qunoted to show the enormous savings effected
during the few years the Engineer in Chief
has been in charge of the Public Works De-
partment of this; State, but the Minister
miade no effort to indicate why services that
secured that result for the State had to be
terminated. There are plenty of ways in
which economies isould be effec tea and the
State still retain the benefit of the know-
ledge, experience and ability that the Engi-
neer in Chief possesses. The only reason ad-
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vanced for tie move was that the railway
construction branch had been handed over to
the Working Railways. Strange to say the
engineer who is to take MNr. Stileman's place
is a man who, if he has experience in one
branch of engineering more than in another,
has had that experience in connection with
railway construction. He gained nearly all
his experience in connection with that branch
before he received his appointment as chair-
man of the Main Roads Board. Now he is
to be placed in charge of the Public Works
Department, and railway construction work
is to be taken away from his jurisdiction!I
There can be no logic in the argument ad-
vanced by the Minister and, in my opinion,
that explanation was merely a second
thought. I do not think it indicated the
reason why the change has been made. Re-
garding the transfer of railway construction
from. the Public Works Department to the
Railway Department, I agree with the view
expressed by the Leader of the Opposition
that the move was wrong. I believe that as
time goes on, it will be shown that the trans-
fer will not be in the interests of the State.
Jt was an amazing admission by the Mini-
ister that the change was made without con-
sultation with either the Commissioner of
Railways or the Engineer in Chief.
This change was -made without any consul-
tation 'with the chief officer in charge of
either department. A body of laymen de-
cided this highly technical point without any
reference to the chief officers concerned. On
a. technical matter of high engineering im-
portance, the decision should have rested
with trained men. Arguments on this point
extend over 30 years, and on every occa-
sion when the question has been raised, the
engineers have unanimously opposed amal-
gamation. Only laymen in the railways
have approved of it. I shall quote the
opinion of the most highly qualified man we
have had. I shall go hack to the time of
Mr. C. Y. O'Connor, and no one would at-
tempt to dispute such an eminent authority.
Hle not only controlled the Public Works
Department, but managed the railways.

The Minister for Lands: The positions
were amalgamated then.

'Mr. MeCALLUM: Subsequently he asked
to be relieved of the management of the
railways, hut the existing lines and the sta-
tion buildings were still left under his con-
troL- When he shed those activities, railway

construction was still carried on by himi.
Consequently thene can be no question that
he knew the case from both sides. In his
report in 1900 he stated-

Personally, 1 have ibeen conviuced for nmany
years, and many experts and others who have
had experience of the matter have been con-
vinced for many years, that it is not a wvise
arrangement to thus combine the desigsing of
railways with the working of them, if for no
other reason, for the reason already stated that
the designing of an enine~erinkg work of this
character, to produce Ith best and most econ-
omical resuilts, is u science in itself, ad that
it is unwise to throw upon officers wh-o have
already a great and anxious task in their
bands in maintakining the way and works and
rolling stock in safe awl efficienDt condition ad
in arranging the train senh-es, and in adminis-
tering the whole of the operations of goods and
passenger trufflec, and the collection of all rev-
enue and earninigs, the additional task of study-
ing, from the experience of various countries,
and thinking out aid initiating the designs of
raiway construction which would be most suit-
able to the surrounding conditions.

To do all this it may, of course, be contended,
and in fact it has been contended, that the en-
gineers iii the Railway Department itself should
be, and possibly arc. as good j1udges as to how
railway works should be designed as the en-
gineers of the Public Works Department can
be, or possibly better; but even if my own
personal and rather special training and ex-
perience in the matter (extending continuously
over a period of 40 years in Europe and Aus-
tralani he altogether igrnred, there is still
the very important fact to he borne in mind,
namely, that the engineers in the Railway Do-
lpartmnit itself must necessarily be much
more subject to coercion by the traffic officers
than the engineers in the Public Workst De-
partment 'would be, and would thus conie-
quently, inevitably, and for the sake of pea-e
and quivtness, be drawn into the construction
of works cahargeable to capital account when-
ever the Traffic Department pressed for them
(and in the mannner and of the scope that the
Tramfe Department desired them to be). even
though opposed to their own Judgment.

That man, with 40 years' experience in
Europe and Australasia, gave it as his firm
conviction that it was a grave error. He
went on to say-

In this connection, also, 1 wvould rwish to say
here that the plea upon whichi thu aggressive-
ness of the Working Railways Department has
been principally based, namely, the plea that
the officers who work the railways must be the
hest Judges as to how the railwa:ys should be
roustruetid, is, to my mind, in view of all the
underlying principles involved, an absolute fat-
lacy; as great 'a fallacy in fact in its 'way as
would he the contention that the man who had
to sail a ship would be the best judge as to how
it should 'be built, or that the driver of a lno-
motive would he the best judge aq to how it
should be designed.
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He made a lengthy report on the subject
and stood solidly ag-ainst construction be-
ing handed over to the Working Railways,
notwithstanding that for a considerable time
ho had controlled both departments. 'Mr.
Thompson, on the eve of his retirement
from the position of Engineer-ia-Chief, sub-
mitted a report. Nearly every time there
has been a change of Government,' or a
change of Engineer-in-Chief, the issue has
been raised, but on every occasion in the
last 30 years the Government decided against
amalgamation. Mr. Thompson said-

As you say, this'is a question that baa b3een
discuss-ed inter-depnrtwnentnally for nmany years.
I myself have taken part in the controversy
during those years, and stand convinced as
much to-day as ever 1 was that the control ol
construction apart from a, revenkue-producing d~e-
partmeat such as the Working Railways essen-
tinl 'y is, is in thcjiaterest4 of the State. ..
The* Commnisioner's interests are opposed to
non.-paying pioneer lines, and there is too much
danger, in handing over the control of construe-
tion to himi of their being excessively capital-
ised .. . . I have said that railway construction
to suit varying conditions is in itself a science,
and calls for expert officers. A maintenance en-gineer is not usually a (designer. His work
does not call forth those qualities. A construe-
lion engineer is essentially a designer.

We have laymen overriding those conten-
tions and setting aside the opinions of pro-
fessional men. 'Mr. Thompson also stated--

I do not wish to make a strong point of this
objection, although I am distinctly of the opiat-
in that an arrangement whereby loan and rev-
enue moneys are -kept separate in regard to ex-
penditure is advisable. I wonld not for one
momnent imipugnl the hionesty of the Railways
Commissioner in this connection, although it
must he admitted that where the paramount de-
sire is to show favourable returns from a rail-
wvay working point of view, there is a danger,
perhaps almost unconsciously, of the balance

nvnigover to the advantge of revenue, even
atteexpense of loan. I have hiad a lengthy

experience of these matters, and speak ad-
visedly

Mr. Thompson concluded his report with the
following statement-

Oa the eve of my retirement troni the Servie
of the State, I stand in quite a disRinterested
position in regard to this mnatter, but so con-
vinced ala I fromn my lengthy experience tbat
my advocat-y of construction distinct from the
Railway Department is the correct thing for
the State that I feel it-nvv duty to sound a
note of warning, lest the prevailing system be
changed to the disadvantage of the State's in-
terest.

In the face of such reports, decisions have
been made in f avour of the change. In the

Press of the 22nd September last appeared
the following report from Sydney:

The railway line from Ballina to Rooyong
was officially opened yesterday afternoon, thus
bringing to an end agitation that had gone on
for 4D years. 'Mr. W. T. Mfissiugham, 1I.L.A.,
said that 13 miles of railway had taken 51,!
years to build, and the cost had increased froml
£140,000 to £412,000. If ever a ease hang been
mnade. ant for the rem11oval of construlction2 front
the Railway Cornaissioners to the Works De-
lpartlnient, it was provided in the construction of
this hite.

That line cost approximately £32,000 per
mile. Tt is a serious matter when laymen
make important decisions and upset estab-
lished organisation. Both 'Mr, O'Connor
and Mr. Thompson stressed the fact that
railway construction is a science, but that
does not count with the Minister for Works.
He overrides the opinion of his highly-
trained technical men, and his views are to
stand without his even consulting the Com-
missioner of Railways or the Engineer-in-
Chief. He says in effect, "No professional
advrice at all was obtained." He steps in
and makes a change without report, advice
or recommendation, or without even seeking
the opinions of the men who will be called
upon to do the work. The railway construc-
tion branch of this State has been com-
mended by every authority that has exam-
ined it. From time to time commissions
bare visited Western Australia from, I be-
lieve, every other State of the Common-
wealth and New Zealand. Inquiring into
railway construction, they have come here
to investigate our methods, and on every
occasion they have commended the work of
the railway construction branch of the
Works Department. It is the cheapest work
of its kind in any part 'of Australasia.
There is nothing to equal it; the contrac-
tors cannot compete with it. If there is
one branch of Go;verment nctivity that has
stood the test, it is the railway construction
branch. Yet this is the branch that is
selected for the chlange. One would have
thought the Government would have retained
a branch showing such a fine record, but it
is to be scrapped, and the work is to be
handed over to the Railway Department.
The working of the railways means much
to the State at the present time particularly,
because the State deficit last year was ac-
counted for by the loas on railway opera-
tions. If ever there was a time when the
Commissioner of Railways should concen.-
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trate on making his department pay and be
free of undertaking railway construction,
it is the present. Yet the construction
branch is to be taken over by him at a
time when the railways are causing
the Treasurer more concern that any
other branch of Government activity.
I should have thought that the first thing
to do would be to say to the Commissioner,
"Pay special attention to making the rail-
ways pay; devote all your energies to that
end)' flat no. The Comamissioner must now
take over other duties that he has never
before had to perform. That is a retro-
grade step, and it surprises me to find that
this chang-e-over has been made merely on
the say-so of a layman, and not on the ad-
vice of the heads of the department. It
was not even suggested to them that they
should give the Government the benefit of
their opinions. NoD; the Government knew
better. I do not think any member of the
Government can find fault with the way the
Railway Construction Branch has been con-
ducted. It cannot be said that that branch
was expensive. No fault whatever was
found -with it in respect of anything in the
shape of undue expenditure. The branch
challenges comparison with any railway con-
struction branch in any place the Govern-
merit cares to name. Whilst at one time
there was some friction between that branch
end the Works Department, it was overcome
during recent years, and there has been tes.-
timony from both sides of smooth working,
harmony and co-operation during the last
three or four years. The Government can-
not possibly say that there will be more
efficiency and more economical running un-
der the altered arrangement because the
branch stands out as the most efficient that
exists either in this State or in any other
State of the Commonwealth. That was put
up as an excuse, a reason for the retirement
(if Mr. Stileman. I am very disappointed
that we did not get more definite informna-
tion than we obtained from the Minister for
Works last night. The State is entitled to
know just what is behind the retirement of
Mr. Stiiieman. Why should we lose the ser-
vices of such an eminent engineer, one who
has proved himself beyond all doubt, and
who has saved this State so many scores. of
thousands of pounds? The one job alone to
which I referred last night-the Peel Estate
-is a testimony of the Engineer-in-Chief's

ability. On this work alone, Western Aus-
tralia is now saving £20,000 a year-six
tinmes the amount of his salary. And the
man who performs a service such m- that to
the State has bad his services dispensed with l
It is amazing. One would have thought that
mn the present circumstances the last man
the Public Works Department could afford
to lose would be its head, the directing
genius,' the man who has displayed outstand-
ing ability. All to save a paltry £1,000, the
most that could possibly be saved by the
alteration, and to save which we are to lose
the directing force of the department! I
express my great concern at the loss of the
services of Mr. Stileman. I have no wish
to drag the matter through the realms of
party politics at all, but I feel it is so much
i the interests of the State that attention
must be drawn to it, because we have so
many millions laid out in public works that
have to be maintained. Economies in main-
tenance as wvell as economies in construc-
tion, I admit are essential, but the history
of the State shows that it is difficult to get
a man in charge of a department who is
able to achieve what Mr. Stilenian has dons.
Having got that man, and having proved
himself, the decision of the Government now
is that his services maust be dispensed wilk-
I make another appeal to the Government
to reconsider the decision they have arrived
at, and in the interests of the State to find
some way of retaining Mr. Stileman's ser-
vices for Western Australia.

lion. P. COLLIER: In the course of a
fatrly lengthy experience in thin State I1
have never listened to a speech so wholly
inadequate to the situation as that deliv-
ered by the Minister for Works lest even-
ing. It was the most uneonvinning utter-
ance that a Minister has ever deliv.ered. He
did not make the slightest attempt to
justify the change that has been miade,
not the slightest. Quoting overhead costs
and charges of 13 per cent. and so on, as
a justification for the re-organisation of the
department was merely to sidestep the real
issue. There is no question about thc. need
for reorgaaisation of the Public Works De-
partment at the present juncture. No ono
'will deny that there must be retrenchment
and reorganisation, but it does not follow
that, in order to effect reorganisation and
economy, the bead of the department;
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must be retired. The very fact that re
Organisation is necessary and that we are
passing through difficult times is the real
justification why the man. with the best
qualifications in the State should be re-
tained. As showing what thought was giv en
to r-eorganisation it might be mentioned that
every Government for the past J0 years
has had under consideation the matter of
placing railway construction under the
Working Railways Branch. I pres3ume, too,
that every Governmens carefully juvesti-
gated the matter and obtained reports and
advice from the highly qualified pro-
fessional officers in both departments. In
every instance the proposal was rejtci.:
But this Government comes along and
adopts the astonishing attitude of mnaking
the change without asking the opinion of
the head of the Public Works flepartment,
or even that of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. It is astounding to think that a lay-
man would make a change of this descrip-
tion without considering it to be his duty-
to obtain the advice of the heads of the
departments concerned.

The Premier: The Commnissioner of Rail-
ways is in favour of the change.

Ron. P. COLLIER: We were told last
night that he was not consulted.

The Premier: I spoke to hin. myself
about it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister* for
Works said last night that the Commis-
sioner had not been consulted, and I have
it on good authority that the Commissioner
was never consulted.

The Premier: I spoke to him about it.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister for

Works last night confirmed my authority by
admitting that the Commissi oner of Rail-
ways bad not been consulted.

The Minister for Works: I said "Not
recently.")

Hon. P. COLLIER: The 'Minister defin-
itelv said last nighit that the Commissioner
had not been consulted.

The Minister for Works: I said, "Not
by me."y

Hon. P. COLLIER: It shows how the re.
organisation has been taking place- The
Premier inform uas that he consulted thn
Commissioner. The Minister for Works was
carrying out the reorganisation. andI he did
not know that the Premier had consulted
the Commissioner. The -Minister for Works
Jast night said, "Ane I did it."'

The Premier: No.
Ron. P. COLIER: Yes; he said so lasi

night. He madle a recommendation to Cai
net and it was adopted, but the Ministe:
said, "I did it."

The Minister for Works: I did not.
Hon. P. COLLIER: A perusal of thi

"Hansard" report will show that 20 pei
ccnt. of the Minister's speech last night eon
sisted of the personal pronoun 'I-' and ",
did it." He explained to the House ho'
he reorganised the department.

The Minister for Works: You will no
find anything in my speech like those thre
words.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Which itbie words
The Minister for Works: "I did it."

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is nothing cia
in the speech but the personal pronowi
"I" There was anl amazing repetition o
"I did it" in the speech. Why, the "I's
in that speech stood out as prominenti
as the receiving masts, of the A ppiccros
wireless station. There -was nothing els
in the speech hut "I." But even if the Go-N
erment decided-and they are entitled t
decide as a matter of policy-that the
would make an alteration, surely they ougt
to have consulted the man responsible. Tb
Engineer-in-Chief was not consulted.

The Minister for 'Works: He wvas coi
sulted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. memnN
declared last night that, he was not cur
suited.

Mr., McCallum: I i bink we should hai
an inquiry to find out,.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Irrespective of whi
the Minister says, I will make the asse
tion that the Engineer-in-chief was not coi
suited.

The Minister for Works: That does i
necessarily mean that what you say is tru

Mr. McoCallum: Well, let us have an i
quary.

Hon. P. COLLIER; This is an eleveni
hour thought of the Minister. He did n
mention it last night.

The Minister for Works: Not the que
tion of handing over railway construetio

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member f,
South Premantle dealt with it fully.
Government of laymen step in and adopt
policy, which of coturse they arc entitled
do; but surely commuonsense and busine
methods should have prompted the Gover
meat to get the opinion of the profession
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men of the department before finally decid-
ing the matter. That was not done.

The Premier: I think you will find it
wats done.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Apart altogether from
the question of the re-organisation of the
department, the speech of the Minister for
Works last night was a revelation. It was
the most astonishing of its kind I have ever
listened to. He told us in detail how he
set about the re-organisation, after showing
where there was aced for reorganisation,
which everybody admits. That point is
not questioned. But the Minister did not
consult anyone; he did not consult any of
the engineers to get their professional ad-
vice. Surely the position is Gilbertian. Here
is a layman with only 25 minutes' experi-
ence of office-to be literally correct, six
months' experience of office--and in the ful-
ness of that experience he set about re-
organising a highly technical department of
professional officers. What qualifications, did
he have for such a task? For some time the
chairman of a road board away beyond the
hack of Wyalcatchem; six months' experi-
ence of office, and without the aid of the
advice of any professional officer in the
Public Service, without having tonsulted
anybody, so he said himself, he proceeds to
retire the Engineer-in-Chief of the State.
He sets about the re-organisation of a great
department, retiring some of the officers and
allocating new duties to others. The Mlin-
ister for Works did all this,' so he said him-
self, without the advice or assistance of any
professional officer of the department. It
is the most astonishing piece of work I have
ever heard of. What qualifications did the
Minister possezss for re-orga-nising the w-hole
of the professional staff of the Publie Works
Department? What are his qualifiations
for determining as between the relative
merits of the Engineer-in-Chief and oftier
engineers in the department? If it had
been done by a Laborr Minister it would
have been put down to his want of busi-
ness aumen, but the Minister for Works
did all this alone right up to the point when
he brought it to Cabinet and made a recom-
mendation, end Cabinet accepted the recoin-
mendation. Up to that point the Minis-
ter for Works did it all alone. He has said
so himself. After only six months' experi-
ence of the Engineer-i-. Chief and the other
officers of the department the Minister, at-

though a laymen, accepted the responsibil-
ity of making such a decision. I have
had considerable experience of ministerial
office, eleven years of it; yet I would not
dream of suggesting that I bad qualifica-
tions befitting me to re-organise a depart-
went like that of the Public Works without
consulting or getting advice and assistance
from professional men, men of knowledge
and experience. But the Minister carried
out the work without consulting anybody at
all. Nobody knew anything at all about it
until be took his recommendation to Cabinet
and it was adopted, whereupon he sent for
Mr. Munt and Mr. Tindale.

The Minister for Works: No, I explained
that the Public Service Commissioner seat
for them.

Ron. P. COLLIER: I understood the Min-
ister to say that he advised those geontlemen
of the position. Than 31r. Stileman was
informed the same day.

The Minister for Works: Before the
others.

Ron. P. COLLIER: But does the Minis-
ter know that he has by his own admission
abrogated the whole of the Public Service
Act of 104 In that Act it is definitely
laid down how a man may be retired from
the Public Service, and how officers shall
be appointed. Certain channels are pro-
vided in the Act, but the Minister swept
all that aside.

The Minister for Works: I did -not
Hon. P. COLLIER: Did the Public Ser-

vice Commissioner make the recommenda-
tion?

The Minister for Works: Yes, the Public
Service Commissioner made the recommen-
dation two months before I acted on it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Last night the Mfin-
ister said that when he set out to reorgan-
ise the department he called in the assist-
ance or advice of the Public. Service Com-
missioner-which was the right thing to
do-but he did not get any assistance from
that officer.

The Minister for Works: Not from him;
I did not say that.

1Mr. McCallum: Yes, you did, You said
you could not get any headway maile, and
so you did it yourself.

The Minister for Works: I did not.
Ron. P. COLLIER: Yes, you sad you

called in the Public Service Commissioner
but could not make any headway. Then the
Minister went on to say he had to tackle
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the task himself, and that he set about
doing it without the aid of the Public Sen-
vice Commissioner.

The Minister for Works: I did not say
anything of the kind.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am sure the Min-
ister did say so. I do not wish to delay
the House by sending for "Hansard,' but
.L am sure it will be found in "Hansard."
It was at the very moment he said he called
in the Public Service Commissioner. That
was the time when he went on to ny W;,
could not make any headway, and so he then
tackled the task himself. In any event it
is quite clear that, without the advice
of any professional officer, he took thd
responsibility. In saying that, I presume
the Mfinister did not consult any other en-
gineer outside the department. I presume
that the engineers associated with the Engi-
neer-in-Chief were not consulted because the
Minister, before investigating the matter,
made up his mind that the Engineer-in-
Chief had to be retired. Now we have an
added appointment made. The Commis-
sioner of Main Roads has had added to his
duties those of head engineer of the State.
Apparently he had not enough to do before.

The Minister for Works: No, not with
the reduction of expenditure.

Mr. Patrick: He has never been the Main
Roads Board.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He is not the board
now; he is the commissioner. Previously
Lhcre were three members of the W~ im doin.'
d'c work, but now there is oak' one. Surel 'y
there is still sufficient work for one man!
Can one man control the work of the Main
Roads Board and in addition that of the
Public Works Department, the Warcr SLLP-

ply Department, and the whole Of the en-
ginaeering for the State.

The Premier: Even so, he would not be
overworked nowadays.

Hon. P_ COLLIER: It is no explanatlion.
There is something behind it.

The Premier: No.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I have just learnt

that the Public Service Commissioner made
a recommendation for the retrenchment of
the Engineer-ia-Chief two maonths before
the Mfinister acted on it.

The Minister for Works: No, a recomn-
mendation for the reorganisation of the
Public Works, Department.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Oh no. I do not want
any misunderstanding on this point. I an-

derstood the Minister to say that the recom-
mendation of the Public Service Commis-
sioner was for the retirement of the En-
gineer-in-Chief.

The Minister for Works: No, for the re-
Organisation of the department.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am glad to hear
that. Of course the Public Service Com-
missioner would recommend it. A child
would know there was need for reor-
ganisation because of the altered circum-
stances. But that is not to say that the
reorganisation should consist of the retire
ment of the Engineer-in-Chief, the ablest
man in the department, or indeed in the
State. Is that how we are going to secure
economy and efficieny-by retiring the
head, and putting in his place an inferior
man? I say it not offensively to the other
man, but he is immeasurably inferior in in-
teUct, capacity and ability to the Engineer-
in-Chief. Even that leaves him without any
reflection upon his qualifications. This
scheme of reorganisation has been effected
by a mn with six months- experience of
ministerial office, who makes a, recommenda-
tion-

The Premier: It was done in a constitu-
tional and proper way.

Hon. V. COLLIER: Yes, but it was an
oxtremnely, outrageously and abominably
foolish thing to do.

The Premier: That is a matter of opinion.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course. I am ex-

pressing my opinion. That is all I am do-
ing. In my opinion there is no question
about it. lIt is dismembering the Public
Works Department-for you kill the body
when you cut off the head, That is what
has happened in this instance. NO doubt the
Mlinister for Works has been assured in cer-

tamn quarters that things will go on satis-
factorily, and that he still has there men of
capacity who will carry on.

The Minister for Works: I am satisfied
they are men of capacity.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Andi the Minister has
been there six months!I I was there six
years, and I had quite a different opinion
of the assurances given to me from
interested quarters. I paid no attention to
the influence that was sought to he exerted on
me;, and I can say, always mindestly, that
with six years of experience I am a better
judge of what goes on in a department than
is the Minister with his six months' ex;.ed-
ence. I hare some idea of what influences,

2026



.[26 NoVEMBER, 1930.] 22

are at work in these matters. I know the
influences that were sought to be exerted on
me, and the obstacles that were put in the
way of my not yielding to those influences.
But we had scarcely left office when appar-
ently those influences started to operate
again, and this time more successfully. But
so sure as this reorganisation has taken
place, before many years there will be an-
other reorganisation of the Public Works
Department.

The Premier: Surely you were not in
that department for six years.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but as Treasurer
I was pretty closely in touch with the heads
of departments and their qualifications. I
had to be, and the Premier himself as Treas-
urer will find that he, too, will have to be,
if he wants to know how the money is being
expended, and whether the demands being
made upon him are justified. The es-MiUnis-
ter for Works (Mr. McCallum) had emx
-years' experience of the Public Works LDe-
partmnent, and I endorse entirely every word
he has said in regard to the matter.
It was a colossal blunder; second-rate en-
Pancers-they are first-class engineers rather,
but they are not of the highest capacity;
and nothing but the basis of the higheost
qualifications and capacity is good enough,
or ought to be good enough, in tine position
of chief engineer for the State. I do not
want to repeat what I said last night but
wherever we look we find evidence of the en-
gineering blunders that have been made.
Some of the men who were in the depart-
ment when those blunders were made are
still in the department, holding responsible
positions. They could not go on blunder-
ing while Mr. Stileman was there, for he
knew everything that was being done, and
he was a check upon them; but tow that
he has gone they will have a free hand to
blunder on as they did in the years before
he was appointed. They will go on as Ihey
did before, landing the State into losses of
hundreds of thousands of pounds of the tax-
payers money. The retirement of Mr. Stile-
man is a mistake of the first magnitude.
It could he done only by a man of
inexperience. The gr-eatest genius ever
born would not in six months be in a posi-
tion to determine to reorganise the depart-
ment without professional advice, to decide
as to the engineers that should be retired and
the others that should have a change of

duties. Without professional advice, the
greatest layman that ever lived could not be
expected to do it without grave risk of
serious consequences. If he did not err
in the operation it would be merely by good
fortune and good luck. I am sure the State
will regret the retirement of Mr. Stileman.
The appointment of officers or the retire-
merit of officers is not a party question
and ought never to be a party question. I
hope that even at this eleventh hour the
Government will review the decision and sa-
isfy themselves thoroughly before they carry
it into elffect that they have not made a mis-
take in regard to the whole matter.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MsINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
evident from. the criticism meted oat to me
that either I did not properly explain the
position, or that some members did not
catch my meaning. I do not intend to re-
ply to the personal attack made upon me,
but I do want to make the position a little
more clear. In my speech I dealt with the
question of the transfer of the Railway Coln-
struction Branch to the Railway Depart-
ment. Some months ago, before any re-or-
ganisation was thought of, the Premier asked
me to agree to the transfer of the Railway
Construction Branch to the Working Rail-
ways. I called for the files and reports. In
my speech the other evening I said I had
had files before me 30 years back, and that
I also had files dealing with the late Mr.
C. Y. O'Connor. Amongst the files there
appeared to be two sides to the question,
the railway side and the public work side.
At first I refused to agree to the Premier's
request. This was some nine weeks ago.
The Premier had impressed upon me by
minutes that I must make economies in my
department. The Public Service Conmnis-
sioner put u.p a scheme, also about nine
weeks ago, to re-organise the Public Works
Department. When the Premier showed me
the Commissioner's letter I said it f-right-
ened me, but he advised me to take it away
and think it over. I thought the matter over
for two months. One night in the Rouse
I told the Premier that, after giving the
matter two months' consideration, I agreed
that there was no other way out. I rang
up the Public Service Commissioner and
told him this, and immediately he sat about
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the re-organisation. That was the whole
position.

H1on. P. Collier: That is not as you ex-
plained it last evening.

The HINISTER, FOR WORKS: I have
looked through my speech, and fin8 there
is not one place in it where I batid "I did
it"; and yet the Leader of the Opposition
has said that every second word of mine was
"I cul it."

Mifr. McCallum: Did you not say "I done
it?"

Hon. Ty4. F. Troy: Did you not make
too free a use of the "ego"?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS; I may
have done so, but did not do so deliberately.
I do not think members should make a per-
sonal attack upon me because of the way
in which I speak. Of couse I muset have
used the word "we" or something else. It
is four months since the matter of the trans-
fer was brought under my notice by the
Premier. After thoroughly investigating it,
I as Minister, felt that the request should
be complied with. I certainly did not want
to do anything to destroy any of my depart-
ments to lower their prestige. The fles
show that from the depatrtmental point of
view there is a good ease on either
side. In my speech I said that when
one analysed things and read both sides, it
was apparent that the Public Works De-
partment officials and engineers dlid not want
to lower their status or prestige. Very much
the same point of view was advanced by the
Railway Department. At the time I could
not agree to the proposal. Once the Pub-
lice Service Commissioer-I presumne at
the request of the Premier-had gone into
the question and put up a report, the one
Of which I was frightened, and after taking
two months to consider it, I could see no
other way out than the way we took.* I
still say that, with the concurrence of Cabi-
net and the Public Service Commissioner,
we have done the right thing in the interests
of the State as a whole. The overhead costs
have to come down. It was impossible to
get them down any further without some
scher~c of re-organisation. When I intro-
duced the Public Works Estimates I said it
was my opinion that the department would
not be able to secure very much in the way
of loan money for years to come, and that
consequently I would have to consider a
scheme for the re-organisation of all the de-
partments. The member for Guildford-Mid-

land (Hon. W. fl. Johnson) who was Minis-
ter for Works for some time, and has a con-
siderable knowledge of the subject said-

The question we have to ask ourselves to-
day is whether we can maintain them at their
present high salaries. If it is right for the
men on the roads and water supplies, on drain-
.age works, and so on-men who are in receipt
of the basic wage or tradesmen receiving the
tradesmen's rates-to be put off, it is certain
that we cannot afford to retain highly-paid off-
eis whose salaries are sot out in the Esti-
mates. If the men who do the toil are not em-
ployed, there will be nothing for the supecrvisors
to do, and therefore their serv-ices should be
dispensed with. 1. :t' glad the Minister realises
that retrenchment Le necessary, but I hope lie
will speed up consideration of the matter, so
that it will he ijot one section alone who will
suffer as a result of the financial stringency,
bunt that all will share by going on port time
or submitting to reductions so that the highly
paid officer also will be relieved of some of his
incomes.

Members may hold different views on this
question. The matter has received very
serious consideration, and has been a source
of great worry to me. I think now there was
n~o other course to follow than the one we
took. I say further that the engineers who
are left in the department are quite capable
of carrying on the work and doing it effi-
ciently. I do not think the department will
suffer; rather that the State will benefit.
We are told this means a saving of only
£1,000 a year. 'My view is that we will save
at least £20,000 a year. By our reorganisa-
tion we have found that the services of sev-
eal highly paid officials can be dispensed
with. The salary part is only one item for
one officer. There are numerous incidentals
to be thought of, such as motor ear services
and the like. I have beena told that I have
overridden the Public Service Commissioner.
The whole scheme is that of the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner, as approved by Cabinet.
I believe the action of the Government will
prove not only to be justified, but to find
favour with the majority of the people.

Vote put and passed.

Vote--Railways and T'ramnways, £541,281:

Item-Bridgetown-Jarnadup extension:

Mr. SAMPSON: I have heard there is a
question as to whether a certain railway will
or will not pay its way. When I asked that
question in the House I was informed that
the matter of running motor transport to
serve the district concerned was under con-
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sideration. I should like a statement from
the M1inister regarding this item. If the rail-
wray is not going to pay its way for some
time, it would be better that the work should
be stopped, and some form of motor trans-
port substituted. If that were done the
settlers would not suffer any penalty and the
State would greatly benefit.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: This railway should be
expedited as much as possible. There are
many settlers in the Northcliffe and adjacent
areas, all of whom are a great distance from
marketing facilities for their cream and
,other produce, and they are greatly hamp-
ered by comparison with their more favoured
neighbours in the matter of the price they
receive. If the railway is hurried on and
finished all these settlers will be j ut on a
better basis. The question of price is due
to delay arising from only one service per
week, and that by motor truck. The same
difficulty obtained as regards pigs, but for
these the Premier has promnised special trans-
port. The Government have also promised
to speed up the construction of the railway,
and therefore I am satisfied.

Mr. McCALLtIM: I am surprised that the
railway is not yet finished. During the elec-
tion campaign I learned that the last speaker
told his electors that he had the Premier's
promise, conditionally upon being returned
to office, of another 400 wen being put on.
Since then I have learned that a number of
men have been put off. A boarding house
beeper told me she had the definite assurance
of the Premier, through the member for the
district, that 400 additional men would be
put on. People said that the Labour Gov-
ernment were going slow on the job. The
community knows full well that the Premier
lives up to every election p~romise he makes.
The success won here on election promises
set a bad example to New South Wales. We
constructed the Jarnadup-Bridgetown rail-
way just at the pace the engineer said the
men could be employed economically. In the
case of the present Government all that
counted was votes; promises did not matter.
The question of cost never enters the Pre-
fmier's mind. During the last week about 40
men have been put off the railway. Is the
member for Nelson pleased with that per-
formance of the Premier's promise? Hon.
members opposite think the position is quite
satisfactory when thousands of men and
women are hungry and will soon be without
clothes and boots, despite all the glowing
promises held out at election time. The

Government's policy is to get away from
criticism, from being reminded of the posi-
tion the country is in.

The Premier: Who put the country in that
position I1

Mr. McCALL1JM: We are told that the
Bridgetown-Jarnadup, country was handi-
capped because of our slowvness, but the rail-
way has progressed very little in the last six
months.

Mfr. J. H. SITH : While sorry that
greater progress is not being made with the
railway, I am amused at the imagination of
the member for South Fremantle. The hon.
member knows that the boarding-house-
keeper's story is an absolute fabrication.
Is he still sore at his failure in
That part of the South-West? As can-
paign director of his party !he thought
it worth while to spend six or seven
days in my electorate for the purpose of
defeating me. In that connection he did
something never before known in polities.
He usurped his position as Minister to
knock off men from their employment, both
morning and afternoon, in order that they
might listen to a political address from him
as campaign director; and the men never
made up that time. He told the foremeat
to knock the men off because he wanted to
address them.

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing 'with
the item.

Mr. J. IL SMITH: I have the Govern-
ment's assurance that so far as funds per-
init, the construction of the railway is being
speeded up. The member for South Fre-
mantle knows that there is no money avail-
able for the purchase of rails. Motor trans-
port is quite impracticable in that wet
country.

The MINISTER. FOP. WORKS: There
is £30,000 on the Estimates for this rail-
way, but the amount has been excessed by
£E10,000. The amount irovided this year is
£10,000 above the estimate. Uip to the 30th
September last, £23,000 odd had been spent,
leaving about £17,000 more to be spent. I
am surprised to hear that 40 men were put
off the construction work last week. Ac-
cording to my information, 120 men are em-
ployed on the railway, working half-time.

Hon. P. Collier: Those men are on half-
tune?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Hon. P. Collier: Then that is a reduction,

in effect.



2030 (ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is £17,000 left for expenditure during the
remainder of the year, and the men con-
cerned agreed to be put on half-time.

Mr. McCallum: Then you have slowed
down 50 per cent. That is how you speed
up.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
work is proceeding slowly in view of the
inability of the Treasurer to provide funds
to enable quicker progress to be made. Un-
til recently, the men were working full time,
but rather than reduce employment, the 120
men concerned are working half time.

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: I would like
more information as to how far the work
has progressed. I understand the line is
from Pemberton to Northcliffe, with a view
to further extension to Nornalup later on.
Is it a practical proposition to construct a
section in these circumstances?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can
give information from memory only. No
rails have been laid, because no money is
available to secure them. Certain earth-
works, culverts and bridges are being con-
structed. The work is expensive and will
cost nearly £10,000 a mile.

Mr. J. H. Smith: It will be cheaper after
the first six or eight miles.

Mr. McCallum: Over that distance the
wvork would cost more than £10,000 a mile.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
funds available are being used to provide
employment. Some of the girders for the
bridges are here, but I understand that,
owing to difficulties connected with inmporta-
tions just now, the orders for girders for
two bridges have been cancelled for the time
being.

Mr. WITHERS: The Minister's explana-
lion must be unsatisfactory to members
representing South-West constituencies.
When the money is exhausted, what will
happen? I do not know how far the Pre-
mier will be able to honour his promise to
the member for Nelson regarding the early
construction of the line. When railways
are to be constructed, provision should be
made for their completion. Perhaps £10,000
allocated to another line could be better em-
ployed on the line now under cousideration.

The PREMIER: No one knows better
than the member for South Fremantle, who
was a member of a Government that spent
very freely, that the financial position is ex-
tremely difficult to-day. The Leader of the

Opposition knows quite well that we cannot
borrow in London or in Australia, which
means it is impossible to get money. The
member for South Fremantle associated my
name with that of Mr. Lang in connection
with the Loan Council. The Leader of the
Opposition and Mir. Lang got us into this
jolly mess and if Mr. Lang can help us out
of it, I shall not object.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no mess.
The PREMIER: The Leader of the

Opposition knows that never was an agree-
ient broken so quickly as the Financial
Agreement. The hon. member knows the
Loan Council has never been able to raise
the loans authorised. Had he known that
the money could not be restored from future
loans to be raised by the Loan Council, the
Leader of the Opposition would not have
used various trust funds as he did. That
has always been the practice-to use funds
available and then restore the amounts out
of loans raised subsequently. On the 30th
June last, we were down to the extent of
£C3,516,000 on loan account. Naturally, the
funds used up in the past will have to be
restored -before we can proceed with loan
expenditure on any appreciable scale. I am
sorry, but the Committee must realise the
position. Our works programme must be
held up until we can get on the London
mioney market.

1',r. Wilicock: What better prospects
have we in Western Australia of getting
money there than we have in association
with the Loan Council?

The PREMIER: I know only that which
I am told. If the member for Geraldton
were to write to his old friend in London
and ask him about it, he would prohalbly
learn that we would be able to raise the
necessary money.

Mr. SAMPSOX: The statements made
during the discussion amply bear out my
suggestion that where railways biecome too
expensive in some districts, motor trans-
port could be utilised.

Item-Brookton-flale River, X10,000:

Mr. J. 1. MANN: T fully appreciate the
present financial position, hut nevertheless
I hope the Brookton-Dale River line will
be constructed while the present G~overn-
ment are in office. People have been farm-
ing in the Dale area for over 40 years, and
the absence of railway facilities has re-
tarded the progress of that district. I hope
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the line will be extended through to relitve
the traffic on the eastern sections of the
railways.

Item-Lake Grace-Karigarin, £75,000:

Mr. BROWN: I am glad that the railway
is under construction. I have beeu balt-
ling for the line ever since I was elected
to Parliament. I congratulate the Minister
for Works on readily grasping the need
for the line and commencing its construc-
tion, while I also admit I receive.! wvonder-
fli consideration from the Labour Govern-
ment. Mr. Collier, when Premier, promised
that the railway would be built, but it was
left to the present Government to commence
the actual construction. I hope the line
will be completed through to the termninus
by the end of February.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member for
Pingelly seems to be developing a very pro-
nounced party attitude. He can flnd no
virtue in the Opposition. In a manner quite
uncalled for he threw bouquets at the pre-
sent Miinister for Works, but denied any
credit to the Labour Government.

Mr. Brown: I gave you credit.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps the bon.

member knows that the present Minigter
for Works could not have started the con-
struction of the line, had it not beer, for
the preparatory *work carried out by the
Labour Government I told the hon. inerm-
ber on several occasions that the line would
be constructed, and that it was hoped to be
able to lift this season's harvest. The hon.
member should be fair.

Mr. WANSBROIJGH: I am pleased that
the Government are proceeding wvith the
construction of this railway. The people
cast of the Great Southern between Lake
Grace and Pingrup are deserving of con-
sideration equally with the Karigarin set-
tlers, and I hope the Government will ex-
tend the line at an early date.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I should like
some information regarding the progress
of the line. The member for Pingelly
thanked the Minister for what he had done
lbut we do not know what has been done.
Is the present harvest to be transported
by motor truck; are dumps to be created
in anticipation of rails being laid later on,
or will the rails be laid expeditiously?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We in-
tend to shift the harvest by the railway and

we hope to have the rails out by March at
the least.

Hon. W. A. Johnson: You have the rails
available?7

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
The Government have been much concerned
about the expense of getting the rails out,
A line is usually cleared three chains wide,
but to save money this line has been cleared
only half a chain in parts. In other parts
where a l4ft. embankment was contem-
plated, we have made it only 11 feet. It
was rumoured that the railw;ay would not
be ready to move this harvest, but since
then the wheat merchants have been advised
that the line will be available, and they are
buying accordingly.

Item-Rolling stock, railways £100,000:

Hon. W. A JOHNSON: I am at a loss
to understand what progress can be made
in the matter of rolling stock in view of
the reduced activities at the Midland work-
shops where the rolling stock is mainly, if not
solely, manufactured. I appreciate that
money is tight and that the Government
have to economise, but it is a question
whether they are not economising 'to an ex-
tent that will make it very expensive to pro-
vide the rolling stock necessary to meet
future requirements. On on,. occasion, the
construction of rolling stock was delayed
and when a new Government took office,
they found the railways so badly equipped
that it was necessary to work double time
at the workshops, construct special works
at Maylands, and do additional work at
Fremantle. That delay in the construction
of rolling stock probably cost 25 per cent.
more in the long run because it had to be
d]one under rush conditions. Are we head-
inLthe same way to-day? A comparatively
large number of men have been retrenched
from the workshops, and I am told that 60
or 70 more men are under notice at present.
I appreciate that some farmers are refusing
to deliver their wvhcat. If it is delivered,
there will be difficulty regarding the sale,
and the congestion at Fremantle will be
great. The wheat will not be transported
during the months it is usually transported.
I am of opinion that the sale of wheat
will be fairly general early in the new year
or about March, and then there will be a
great rush, because the wheat will have to
be sold quickly. Consequently the aiiwa.
will be hard pressed to transport the wheat.
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The number of men necessary to maintain
the trucks that will be put into the shops
for repair are not available. There is a
fairly big congestion of rolling stock await-
ing repairs at the workshops. The Minister
will say that the railways are better equipped
than they have been for some time. I be-
lieve that applies to locomotive;, but I do
not think it applies to the general rolling
stock. The harvest will be greater than any
previous harvest. Yields being reaped are
far beyond anticipations. Eight-bag crops
are just as common as are four-bag crops
dluring ordinary seasons.

Mr. Griffiths: There are .quite a number
of 12-bag crops.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: A farmer who
is not harvesting seven or eight bags Per'
acre is fairly hard to find. Very few
farmers in the eastern ditricts are getting
below that yield. To-day I met a lot of
representatives from the wheat country
from Northampton to Esperance, and the
reports from every centre were most en-
couraging. Men who could speak with au-
thority assured me that 12-bag crops in the
Southern Cross area were quite common.
I believe we shall exceed the .50,000,000
bushels anticipated.
increase, the reduced
at Midland Junction,
need for rolling stock
the marketing possibly
limited to a few months
to the M1inister to realise
trenching to an unsafe

Considering that
inumber of me,,

anid the -extra
consequent upon

being rushed and
leads me to appeal
that he may be re-
limit. He should

consider whether the needs of the working

railways can be supplied with the existing
staff or whether the men under notice of

dismissal should not be retained and ad-
ditional. men put on to repair the trucks.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
assure the hon. member that we are well
aware of the facts he has stated. At the
moment we have to pay for ally work done,
and the hon. member knows that money is
not available. There was a time when we

could transfer our requirements from rev-

enue to loan acount,' but that is not possible
tn-day. Work done at the Midland shops in

the past cannot now be undertaken because
of the lack of funds. I think I have been
a source of worry to the Treasurer in my
efforts to complete the programme prev-
ously commenced. The material had been
purchased and paid for, but additional

money was necessary to complete the con-
struction of locomotives and steel waggomb
begun before the money market reached its
present position. We are struggling to com-
plete the programme. The best will be done
by the stall from the Commissioner to the
shunter. I hope the financial position will
clear up before the time arrives for us to
handle the present enormous harvest, but if
it does not, someone will have to work prob-
ably harder and longer in order to meet the
position. We are completing 10 Garratt
locomotives and 125 steel waggons, and that
additional rolling stock will help materially.
We are increasing our wheat output each
year, and have been building rolling stock
to cope with the increase. At the moment
funds are not available to continue building
rolling stock at a rate which would have
been maintained had the financial position
remained normal. Funds are the deciding
factor.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Does the item for roll-
ing stock include the new trnmcars being
built, or should they be discussed on a later
item? If this is the item, I should like to
know whether any alteration has been made
in the design for new tramears approved by
the previous Government.

The Minister for Railways: No alteration
has been made.

Mr. WILLCOCIC: The previous Govern-
mient had decided that there should be an
alteration in the design of the new tramears
to be constructed, and approval was given
in that direction. The cost would be a little
more but not very much. The time is long
past for an alteration in the design of the
ears. The traffic in the city streets is fre-
quently held up because of the single means
of ingress and egress. Tramns have been
held up at street corners for a couple of
minutes at a time while people have got in
and out, and during that time motor traffic
has had to stand. Even outside the city
limits, when the bogey cars have arrived at
Brisbane-street and passengers are desirous
of alighting, if they happen to he at the
front end of the car they have to crowd past
a number of people in order to make their
exit from the rear of the ear, and if they
htave not paid their fares the conductor has
to collect these, and so cause still further
delay. The tramears in Sydney have as many
as six doors on each side.
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The Minister for Railways: Do you know
any other train track that is of Sf1.. 6iu.
.gauge?7

Mr. WILLOOCK: Yes, in Brisbane.
The Minister for Railways: What about

Sydney?
Mr. WIELCO CS: We need not adopt the

Sydney type of car, because you can get off
there on the wrong side. But that is a
source of danger. Apparently, from the re-
muarks of the Commiss4ioner in his annual
report, the new ears are to be built on the
obsolete design.

The iINNISTER FOR RAILWA.YS: In
the tramways portion of the Report of the
Commissioner of Railways the Commis-
sioner says--

The rolling stock was, fully taxed to deal with
the increased traffic. The old "C''" class cars
are being remodelled in such a way as will give
a prolonged life in traffic. The objections8 to
this type of vehicle have been overcome by mak-
ing thle f ront cross seats. in two sections, leaving a
continuous passage -way. Two bogey cars are
being constructed from working expenses, and
wrill be available for traffic- shortly. The de-
signs for 10 new cars have been prepared, and
arc on the lines of those in use in Melbourne.
Provision has been made in the design for four
motor trucks, tile object being to improve thle
speed of cars, and give La-quicker service.

Mr. Wilicoek: I do not see that in the
Commissioner's report. What are you read-
ing from?

The MINISTER FOR RAILW.YS:. I
am reading from page 29.

Mr. WJLLCO CR: I have turned up the
Commissioner's report to find out something
about the Tramway Department and in
Division 61 I find this-

We have under construction five ears of sink-
lar design to the above at the 'Midland Junction
Workshops, and tenders are being called for
the necessary electrical equipments.

Surely the Commissioner has not gene back
to the old design off his own b-at. The
Minister must have had something to do
with it. The only construction I can put
upon the remarks of the Connniqsioner is
that he 'has reverted to the obsolete type
of cars, after approval having been given
by the previous Government to an altered
and more modern design.

The Minister for Railways: He does not
say that.

Mr. WILUCOCK: Yes, he says that the
ears are to he equipped with four mnotors
instead of two, giving high acceleration and
a faster running time with a, reduction in

the time taken for a given journey. lHe
also adds; that there are five ears of a simi-
lar design at the M1idland Junction Work-
shops. If there has been an alteration of
the approval given by the previous Govern-
ment, I protest, because we have put up
too long with the serious delays in the centre
of the city. Apparently, the Minister does
not seemu to know very much about it.
There was an article in the "West Austra-
lian" only this -week protesting against the
serious delays within the city limits, lme to
the lack of expedition in handling the pas-
sengeics. I would like the 'Minister to in-
form me whether during the past six months
the Commissioner has departed from the
authority given for the alteration in the
design o~f cars.

Mr. ANGELO: Having& occasion to
travel a good deal in the trains, I endorse
what has; been said in respect to the obso-
lete cars, and the method of entering and
alighting.

Hon, P. Collier: Fancy trying to squeeze
past yon in a car!

Mrx. ANGELO: -. wish to imprev; an t6e
Committee my personal observations which
are the result of experience. 'T ask how
could two people like myself get out of a
crowded tramear

Mx. Panton: Row could two sneb as you
Ait on the one seat?

Mr. ANGELO: The member for flerald-
ton has referred to the tramacavs in Sydney.
T have been told that the meason for the
design which we employ here is to permit
of the easier collection of fares. 'But whilst
travelling on the Sydney trains T havq
watched closely to see whether anyone
escaped payment. T do not think anyone
ever escapes payment there.

The Minister for Railways interjected.
Mr. ANGELO: Mr. Chairman. I wish

you would protect me from this joking
jubilant John, so that I may conidude my
few remarks.

The CHAIRMAN Order!
Mr. ANGELO: The overcrowding end all

the difficulties appear to occur at the peak
periods, that is, when our street traffic
is at its busiest. It is a common occurrence
to see a dozen mrotor ears held up by a
staXtionary tram at the busy citv corners.
It takes a considerable period for the pas-
sencers to alight and other passer ers to
enter the ear. I wonder how the Premier
and I would manage, if the Premier were
entering a car end I were alighting from
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it I notice that new cars are to be built.
Is there any necessity for thesC Cannot
we get more work out of the existing roiling
stock? Sometimes we find three or four
bogey ears standing idle at a terminus
awaiting the time of arrival to start. Why
not do as is done in Sydney and Mfelbourne,
and keep the cars moving backwards and
forwards as quickly as possible?
Then again, look at the rid ieuleus
number of stopping places that we have.
Between here and Thomas Street there are
two stopping places with only three build-
ings between them; I refer to Haveloek
Street and Emerald Hill Terrace. We; could
do a great deal more with the present roll-
ing stock if we could get the cars speeded
up and the entrances and exits improved.
I have spoken of this to the mnanager, who
merely promises to look into the matter.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is refreshing to hear the bon. member con-
cerning himself with the operations of the
tramway system in the metropolitan area.
Because occasionally he requires to travel
per tram from the centre of the city to Subi-
aco, he is concerned only about what hap-
pens on the Hay Street line, and can afford
to disregard those people who have to travel
greater distances on less frequented lines.
Why, he thinks, should not the people of
Emerald Hill Terrace be carried on to
Thomas Street rather than he should he in-
convenienced by having to wait for a nio-
meat 1  But if the tram did not stop at the
intersection nearest his own home, there
would be trouble. The man who has no ex-
perience whatever of running a railway and
a tramway always thinks he knows morq
about it than does the manager of the
concern. Apparently the bon. member does
not realise that all these questions, such as
cars stopping a little time at the termini,
have been looked into years ago. If it were
better to keep the rolling stock running with-
out cessation it would be done, hut there
are manly considerations that must be taken
into account. It is not practicable.

Mr. Angelo: Give it a trial.
The MTINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Frequently a tram will pick up a full load
before it has, passed a couple of intersec-
tions, and in consequence the next succeed-
ing car will catch it up. Then, of course,
the critics talk about two ears running in
close company. There is no tramway sys-
tem in Australia that escapes criticism. Our

cars have been criticised even for speeding
up. And if they are not speeded up there
are plenty of people to say that what is
required is a motor bus. Our tramway sys-
tem is just as well run as is any other
in Australia. Everybody admits that a tram
must stop as frequently as possible in order
that people mnay have opportunity to board
it or to alight from it. As for the rolling
stock, the member for Geraldton did not
show that he knew so very much about it
after all. The point is that the hon. member
left instructions, and so far as I know they
have not been varied-except that the money
is not there and probably none of those cars
will be constructed.

Mfr. Wiicoeck: But the Commissioner's
report says they are being constructed.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That report was written on the 30th June,
and we did not take office until late in April.
So only six weeks elapsed between the hon.
member's leaving of office and the writing of
that report. As far as I am aware, no in-
structions have been issued regarding thd
type of car that is being constructed for
which approval had been received prior to
the advent of this Government.

Mr. Willeock: Well that is all right.
The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I

am not quite sure that we are not making a
false move in modifying our tram car de-
signs. Our streets are very narrow, and if
we have too many points from which people
can alight or board a tram, there may he
increased danger of street accidents. There
are more such accidents in Sydney than we
have here.

Hon. P. Collier: Not in proportion to
population.

The MIN01ISTER FOR RAILWAYS :I
think so. If we were to build ears of the type
used in Sydney, the Tramway Union would
protest.

Hon. P. Collier: In Sydney people get
off f rom. either side of the car.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Only in one-way traffic streets.

MIx. Panton: That is not so. In George
Street, Sydney, I have aligbted from cars
on either si de.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Perth streets are very narrow, and so our
cars have to he very narrow. If we were
to build more modern cars it would take too
much room out of the tram floor space, and
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so we would not be able to carry the number
of Passengers. On the basis of track our big
bogey cars carry a greater number of pas-
sengers than do any other tramears in Aus-
tralia. If we were to vary our model too
-much we might have to raise our fares or
reduce the service.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think we ought to
postpone this item until we are quite sure as
to what the position is. I am not prepared
to vote a solitary pound for expenditure on
the construction of our obsolete antiquated
ears.

The Minister for Railways: You built a
lot of them.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not very many. We
gae definite instructions that none of the

old type was to -be built. That was 12 months
ago. The statement of the Minister as to the
width of road and of track does, not affect
the position in the slightest degree. In
respect of quick entrance and exit from cars,
whatever is possible in Adelaide and Mel-
bourne can be done in Perth. The State
must have lost thousands of pounds because
of delays at every street intersection, rend-
ered unavoidable by the necessarily lengthy
manner of hoarding and leaving our tram-
cars. There is nothing in any part of the
world I have seen to equal our cars in
antiquity of design..

Mr. Angelo: Not since Babylon.

Hon. P. COLrLIER : Not since Adam.
Years ago, when I was a member of the
Scaddan Administration, I discussed this
matter with the tramways people, who tried
to put it over me that if there were several
entrances to a car no end of fares would be
lost. And I believed it for a time. But now
I can see it is too absurd altogether. In the
big cities of the Eastern States 10 times as
much tramway traffic is handled as is
handled in Perth; and there, people are
hopping off the trarns at every few yards.
Our cars are absolutely oat of date, and the
Committee would not he justified in voting
a pound for the construction of one car of
the existing type. I should be astonished to
find the Commissioner had made an altera-
tion in the instructions he received fromn
the previous Government, without eonsnlting
the present -Minister. However, the state-
mnent in his report seems to indicate that he
has done so. If it he true, it ought to be
stopped at once. There is nothing else in
Australia. so exasperating as our humbugging
old traincars. In a journey from the Town

Hall to Rokeby-road corner at the peak
period the time it takes a tram to do the
journey is prolonged by seven or eight
minutes compared with the time it would take
to do a similar journey in the Eastern
States. If this were applied throughout the
day, it would mean a difference of seven or
eight trips for each car. We should not pro-
ceed with this item until we know what is
being done.

The Minister for Lands: There will be no
money for the construction of these care.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They may be under
construction. I hope the Treasurer will re-
fuse to give the Ministe any more money
until the matter is put right.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS ; I
amn not going to waste any mnore money on
the construction of tram cars, but it is desir-
able we should complete those that wvere
under construction when the hon. member
was Treasurer and found the money. He
will not object to that,

Hlon. P. Collier: No!
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS : I

am not going to ask the Treasurer for any
additional money this year except what is
requoired to complete that job.

The Premier: Where is the money?
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:- I

do not know whether it will be available or
not. I am astonished at the hon. member's
re]]irks about obsolete tramns. They did not
become obsolete overnight. They had been
running for years. The hon. member found
for his colleague enough money with which
to build these bogeys of the old type.

Hon. P. Collier: I did iiot know it.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Other members seem not to know everything
about the tramway system.

Mr. Willeock: Immediately we began to
build them we made up our minds not to do
it again.

The MIaNiSTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Surely the hon. member would not bold up
the expend iture of money which he agreed
to allow his colleagues in order to under-
take this work. There is nothing in it
beyond that.

Hon. P. Collier: According to the report
of the Commissioner, he is not carrying out
instructions.

The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Something may have happened of which I
am not aware. A certain amount of mioney
had been expended before we came into
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office, and I have no intention of asking
for any additional money. I know of no
tramway system where at peak periods there
is not some complaint about overcrowding.
I am advised that the electrical equipment
for these trains is not available, and the
chances are they iil not be completed during
this financial year.

Mr. HEGNEY: I hope the Minister will
not reproduce the Sydney tramway system
here when he is considering new designs. If
he does, the employees will be working
under very bad and dangerous conditions.
The Sydney system provides a quick exit for
the public, but is very hard upon those who
have to work the trains.

The Minister for Railways; It isv worth a
pound a minute to be a conductor on those
tramns.

Mr. HEGNEY: Yes. I hope the view point
of the workers will be taken into consider-
ation.

[Mr. Fenton, took the Chair.]

Itern-Yarramony - Eastwards railway,
£10,000:-

Mr. GRIFFITHS6: This is becoming ain
historical item on the Loan Estimates. It
is ahout 22 years ago since settlers went to
that part of the State, and they are still wait-
ing for their railway, The previous Govern-
ment had the opportunity to do something.
Although well able to do something, they did
nothing. I admire the temerity of mem~bers
opposite for reproaching this side of the
House in certain directions, when they themn-
selves ran amuck for six years

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
c-ut of order. The item, Yarramony-East,-
wards railway, is before the Chair.

Mir. GRIFFITHS: Are members in leagrue
with the American oil and motor ear people
with the idea of encouraging their industries,
to the detriment of the Midland Junction
workshops and our Collie coal industry? One
would think so from their talk about sub-
stituting motor transport for the Yarramony-
Eas;twards railway. I have often told the
sad tale of broken promise;, equivocations
and the blasted hopes of these settlers, who
have been waiting for so long for their meana.
of communication.

The CHAIRMNAN: Hon. members should
hold fewer meetings around the Chamber.
The member f or Avon can hardly be heard.

Hon. P. Collier: We have heard what hie
is saying so often.

Mr. GRIFFITH S. At the end of last ses-
sion I expressed the hope that if the then
Leader of the Opposition was returned as
Premier we might look forward to the com-
pletion of this railway. I have had an assur-
ance from him since that if funds are avail.
able, something will be done for these people.
The settlers, know that nothing much can be
(lone at present, and that they will have to
wait. Members on both sides of the House
have told them that the railway would be
huilt, but it has never been built. I do not
wrant this matter to be forgotten. It is be-
coming as famnous as the Esperance-North-
ward railway, which finally came into being.
I wanted to have this little say so that the
Government might not forget that the settlers
htave been waiting 22 years for the railway.

Mr. WITfRERS: This is the third rail-
way item for which £10,000 appears on
these Loan Estimates. However, this par-
I icular £10,000 will not satisfy the member
for Avon. Is it a sop to the hon. member
from the present Governmentl The pre-
vious Glovernment allowed him only £5,000.
Such small items will not be of any benefit
to the people interested. Had this £10,000
been spent on the railtay to which I pre-
viously referred, substantial benefit would
have resulted. The spending of these small
amounts gets us no-where, and is absolutely
useless.

Item-Electrie power station, East Perth,
£:15,000:

MUr. KENNEALLY: I wish to draw the
Minister's attention to the fact that this
vote is considerably reduced as compared
with last year's vote. Even when -things
were normal, current from the East Perth
power house had to be rationed. We
are getting pretty near to turning the
corner in this State's affairs, and as soon
as we do turn the corner we shall find that
the factories which are already waiting for
the supply of increased power from East
Perth will not derive the benefit expected
from the increased tariff. In that case we
shall not have the local secondary indus-
tries which the Premier favours. Some con-
siderable time back tenders were calledl for
the extension of the East Perth power house,
and one tender was recommended for accept-
ance; but here we are proposing to reduce

2036



[26 NOVE1LEE, 1930.] 23

the expenditure on the power house from
£43,000 to £15,000.

The Premier: I quite agree with you,
but there seems to be no chance of getting
even the £15,000.

Mr. RENNEALLY:- The Government
already have on the ground at East Perth
numerous piles in preparation for the foun-
dations when the work is to be carried out.
As soon as the present crisis disappears,
the State will be mnet with demands for
power from the secondary industries, and
will not be able to cope with those demands.
We have been down at bedrock sufficiently
long. Immediately industries begin to move,
the Government vill have to tell local au-
thorities and private concerns that they can-
not be supplied with the power they re-
quire. Advantage will be taken of this
State if its secondary industries are not
placed in a position to take advantage of
the new tariff. The proposed extension was
urgently recommended by those in control
at East Perth some years ago. We cannot
say to-morrow that the work shall be done
and have it done the next day. It will take
at least 15 months.

The M1inister for Railways: Two years.
Mr. KENNEALLY: If so, it is all the

more reason for getting on with the job
now. If there is anything that -warrants the
expenditure of money to-day, it is the ex-
tension of the East Perth plant. When
trains and lights were making a heavy de-
mand oa the plant, the power had 'to be
rationed; and that position will recur when
siecondary industries make their demands.
There is a risk that manufacturers wvill
be prevented from working except at cer-
tain hours of the day. That will not help
unemployment.

The PREMIER: The Government realise
that what the member for East Perth says
with regard to the use of power is perfectly
correct. However, if we gave the order
for the necessary machinery, we would have
to be prepared to pay the money. I hope
bon. members realise that for the moment
it is impossible to say that money' will be
available and that we can go on with such
work as this. The Government reecgnise
the seriousness of the matter, because the
extension cannot proceed until the neces-
sary plant has been obtained from the Old
Country. We hire been told hy financial
authorities that we shall not he able to get
money from London for some time. The

member for Bunbury speaks of these itemns
as if every one of them can be spent. I
have told the Committee that the money
is not likely to be available. If it is avail-
able, we shall need these anthorisations. in
order to be able to go on with the work.
The Government realise that it is their re-
u-ponsibility to see that people who require
power get it.

Mr. 'MILLINGTON- The Premier's state-
ment is not reassuring. Apparently we can
discuss items hut must not take too seriously
the amounts of money set opposite them.

The Premier: The money way come along.
Mr. MLILLINOTO-N: A f urther column

is needed to show the amount of discount
to be allowed. The East Perth power house
is certainly one of the cases which will have
to take preference if money is available.

The Premier: It is welcome to.
Mr. -MILLINGT ON: If an extension is

favoured, I understand, the distribution
management can find the necessary material,
but if an extension is not wanted they sim-
ply draw attention to the fact that thc
power house is working to the maximium and
that power cannot be obtained to supply
an extension. If power is to be rationed,
such a secondary industry as the Trotting
Association could be more justifiably
rationed than the expanding suburb.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a good idea.
Mr. Mt1LLLNGTON: The position is all

very wivel for the inner circle, where power
and light are already installed; but surely
some consideration is due to the outlyirg,
suburbs. M1y experience has been tnat
this excuse is advanced every time a
request is made for provision of more power.
What protection have the outlying centres,
against the Perth City Council, who are the
distributors. I was refused additional
facilities 'on the ground that the
power station could not supply further
current. But, I was informed, if we
could give the necessary guarantee,
the work could be done! It will be seen
that the attitude of the City Council author-
ities was not very logical. Unless something
can he done to provide an additional unit
at the station, the outlying districts winl be
prejudiced. There is plenty of power avail-
able within the magic circle of the Perth
municipality, but the requirements of those
outside that area are negleeted. We can
give the Minister for Railways all the credit
he is entitled to for initiating the scheme,
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but the £15,000 provided in the L-oan Esti-
mates will not amount to even window-dress-
ing. I cannot think of a greater calamity
that could confront the metropolitan area
than a breakdown at the power house. If
rationing of power is necessary, I hope it
will be applied within the city area, and
not in the outlying parts. I hope the Min-
ister will see to 'it that the City Council, who
have the right to supply the current, do
their job faithfully and refrain from arti-
ficial excuses when requests for additional
distribution of current are made.

Mr. SAMPSON: I wish to stress the great
need for the provision of electric current for
primary production in the outer suburban
districts. That is a matter of the greatest im-
portance. The metropolitan area mops up
all that is available and the outer districts
are starved. The power house is a paying
proposition and is decidedly reproductive.
Primary production will be greatly facili-
tated when current is available. Successive
Governments have expressed their belief in
the necessity for current in the outer areas
and have admitted it will be a payable pro-
position. Despite that, we have always been
denied the provision of current because the
Perth City Council have a specially favour-
able agreement in connection with the sup-
ply Of Current and the outlying districts are
denied an opporunity to procure the desired
supply.

The TMNTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
realise, with the member for East Perth and
the member for Mt. Hawthorn, that it is a
serious matter to delay the provision of an
additional unit for the power station at East
Perth. I would like an opportubity to go
into this question at some length, but I shall
not do so this evening. I would like to get
the Premier and the Leader of the Opposi-
tion together and discuss with them a con-
versation that took place when I was not a
member of Parliament, on the question
whether the East Perth power station was,
really worth while. That question was put
by the then Premier and the then Leader of
the Opposition said, "No, I think not."
"Has it ever paid-?" asked the former and
the then Premier replied, "I think not?'

Hon. P. Collier: But we were in a face-
tious mood that evening.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
should think so. If there is one institution
of which we have reason to be proud, it is

the power station at East Perth. The whole
story is not told in the figures published in
connection wvith its operations.

Hon. K. F. Troy: It is all right for the
City Council but the State does not get much
return.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is not so. Prior to the erection of the
power station at East Perth, Government
offices and buildings were charged 41/d.
per unit for electric light; to-day they are
charged lyad. per unit. But the East Perth
power station is not credited with that. Not-
withstanding that, and the alleged loss on
the current supplied to the Perth City Coun-
cil, the power house has shown a profit of
over £600,000 since it commenced operations.
Had it been run by a private company, that
would have been distributed as dividends.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!I I presume the
MHinister will connect up his remarks with
the vote. I eannot allow the Minister to con-
tinue along these lines.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
shall be delighted, Mr. Chairman, if you
rule that I cannot refer to th eapi-
tal expenditure on the East Perth
power station on the item appearing
in the Loan Estimates, in which event, of
course, I will have to resume my seat.

The CHAIR MAN: Then I am afraid you
must resume your seat.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
was replying to the remarks of the member
for East Perth and the member for Mt.
Hawthorn.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must not reflect upon the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
amn not doing so, but I mantain my right as
a member and a Minister to discuss the
capital expenditure on the East~ Perth
power station on the item appearing in the
Loan Estimates.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister cannot
go into past history on the item.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The item relates to the expenditure of Loan
Funds on the power station.

The CHAIRMAN: And has nothing to
do with the past history of the State.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: A
little while ago we were discussing rolling
stock purchased 40 years ago.

The CHAIRIMAN: I was not in the
Chair then.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS :
Welt, you should have been! I am merely
trying to justify my attitude as Minister in
urging upon the Treasurer that provision
should be made for the extension of the
lplallt at East Perth by the installation of
azt additional unit. The time is rapidly
approaching when people wvill require more
current for manufacturing purposes, and
will be unable to get it, because the power
house wvill not be able to supply it. The
-worst feature about it is more serious than
that. To-day we are running the power
station to its full capacity at different
periods of the day, and particularly during
certain months of the year. The power
station comprises units of different sizes.
We started off with a 4,000 k.w. plant and
later we installed a 7,500 kLw. unit. If the
latter were to break down-and it cannot
run for ever-I would not be proud of the
position with which we would be faced.
There would be justifiable complaints by
the consumers, because a number of fac-
tories, a fair proportion of our tramway
operations and considerable lighting facili-
ries would have to he closed down for a
longer period than many people anticipate.
That is a serious possibility.

Mr. Milling-ton: There could easily he a
breakdown.

The INISTER FOR RAILWAYS
Of course there could. Having gone into
this business, we must see it through. if
Parliament decides to band the concern over
to private enterprise, well and good, but in
the meantime we must face the position that
confronts us. The trouble is that it will
take two years, should we accept a tender
for the installation of a new unit, before it
will be ready. Thea it is suggested that we
might erect a new station at Collie. That
wvould take probably three or four years to
build and would mnean not £300,000, the cost
of a new suit, but very much more. This
is a problem that I think I fairly under-
stand. If anything can he charged against
mae regarding the electricity supply, it is
that I am inclined to be over-enthusiastic.
I hold the view strongly that one of the
greatest aids to modern industry is cheap
electricity. We have comparatively cheap na-
tive coal and an cpportunity to turn it into
cheap power for the secondary industries
which we hope some day to establish. As
yet we have not many of thema. I hope
members will take~ a slightly different view

of the question and consider it from the
standpoint of the advantage to the com-
munity as a whol2. I know of nothing out-
side the railway system and perhaps the
harbours that is of so much value to the
community as the production and distribu-
tion of cheap electricity. All the money we
can find this year is £15,000. That is not
the fault of the Government. It is due to
conditions over which we have no coatrol.
If the so-called unholy combination between
the Premier of this State and the Premier
of New South Wales were successful in re-
leasing us from the ties of the Loan Coun-
cil, I believe we could easily obtain the
necessary funds to extend the operations of
a concern such as the electricity supply.
No one could object to such expenditure.
No concern -we have established has pro-
gressed at such a rapid rate as the electricity
supply. In the four months of the present
financial year we have distributed something
like 25 million units. That is evidence of
its value. I regret that money cannot be
found for extensions. When the time ar-
rives I hope we shall be able to provide
sufficient for an additional unit. Mean-
while let us most earnestly pray that we
shall get through without any mishap.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Wfarbours and Rivers, £147,968;

Item-Bunbury Harbour Works, £5,000:

Mr. WITHERS: I hope the Premier's re-
marks about the railways wvill not apply to
the Bunbury' harbour. i hope he will be able
to provide the £5,000 and that it will be
spent. If dredging is not continued year-
by year, there will ho no harbour at Bunbury
for the shipping to use-

Iteni-Frentle Harbour Works, £65,003.

Mr. McCAlLrJMN: The indications are
that there will be little loan expenditure
either this year or next Year. I do not sub-
scribe to the idea that if we, as a State, could
approach the loan market, the position
would be improved. There are tens of
thousands of men out of wvork and soon
many more will be added to the number.
Shortly after the Labour Party left office I
made a suggestion to the Premier. He
seemed to think it was made in a party
spirit, hut I had no intention of doing that.
I have good reason to believe that more than
one English firm would be prepared to sub-



2040 [ASSEMBLY.)

mit a tender to build the Fremantle bridge
and finance the work, accepting bonds in
payment. The bridge and approaches are
estimated to cost £2,000,000 and their con-
struction would provide work for 600 melt
for two years. I believe that the interest
and sinkiig fund on the money would not
be much more than the maintenance cost of
the two existing bridges.

The CHlAIRMAN: I presume the bridge
is part of the harbour works?

Mr. McCALLTJM: Yes: it is the first job
in connection with the additions to the har-
bour. There is a definite offer on the files
from a foreign firm to build the bridge in
steel, concrete or marble and accept bonds in
payment.

Mr. Angelo: A marble bridge would over-
shadow the Sydney bridge.

Mr. MeCALLEXJ: It was premature to
consider any proposition when we were in
office, because the plans and specifications
had not been completed. I understand they
have since been completed. 'More than one
English steel firm asked to be advised when
tenders were called. If loan money cannot
he raised, will the Premier consider this
matter? There would be no clashing with
the Loan Council, but the money could be
counted as part of the State's borrowings.
We would be doing necessary work, as the
engineers have been warning us for years
that they would not accept responsibility for
the safety of either of the bridges. One of
them is anything bat safe. The circulation of
that money would do a great deal to relieve
unemployment. I hope the Treasurer will
make inquiries on the lines I have suggested
because there is every reason to believe that
arrangements could be nmade to carry on the
work on the lines I have indicated. If ten-
ders were called I am sure that more than
one British firm would be prepared to under-
take the work and find the money for it.

The Minister for Railways : The Loan
Council would not allow us to issue bonds.

Mr. IMcCALLUM: I do not think anyone
would object to take Commonwealth bonds.
Anyway I put this up because I know that
definite inquiries have been made. Our de-
sire should be to have a British firm under-
take the work. I do not see how the Govern-
ment will be able to get money for a con-
siderable time with which to carry out this
or any other undertaking. Iii any case, there
is no logical reason why this matter should
not at least be investigated. I have good

grounds for believing it could be done, and
we should then be able to provide work for
600 men for a period of six years and that
would mean 600 families would be kept, and
in addition, a number of others as the result
of the carrying out of the undertaking. I
hope the Premier will have the matter in-
vestiga ted.

The PREMIER: There is nothing new in
the suggestion made by the hon. member and
if we could get the work done at practically
the same price as it would cost the State if
it were doing it direct, there might not be
any serious objection. The interest that
would have to be found would be about
£120,000 a year. I realise that we cannot
carry on the affairs of this country without
spending money on some public works.
There is much development work to do but
it is doubtful whether the Loan Council
would give permission for any public work
to be undertaken in the manner suggested by
the hon. member. In any case, it would be
worth investigating, although the Loan Coun-
cil have said definitely that money cannot
be borrowed to replace the money already
spent. Certainly the State will not be able
to borrow any money and I agree with the
member for South Fremantle that we shall
not be very much better off next Year.
I will look into the matter to see whether
it is possible to incur interest expenditure on
such a work in the manner suggested.

9r. 'McCallum: What is the new Bunbury
railway bridge costing?

The PREM'.IER: The cost of that is
£26,000.

Mr. McCallumn: The estimate for the rail-
way and road bridge at Fremantle is about
£2,000,000. That includes the railway de-
viation and everything else.

The PREMIER: The bridge will be of
steel.

Mx. McCallum: Yes, to carry the railway
and tramway tracks. There is a big length
of railway to deviate and the estimate in-
cludes the reumption of land and the cost
of rails.

The PREMIER: I understand that.

.Mr. SLEEMAN: It would be interesting
to know just bow much of the £33,000 has
been spent. By the way in which men have
been put off, it would appear that most of
the money has gone. I should like the Min-
ister to tell us how the money has been spent
and whether the remaining men there will
be put off or whether there is any possibil-
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ity of others being put on. It seems to me
that if the Government are not prepared to
carry on with the unexpended balance of this
vote, they should do something at the North
wharf with wthat money is left. If something
is not done there, some of the farmers' wheat
will find its way into the sea before the end
of the season.

'The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amount is required to complete the length of
Victoria Quay now opened and also for the
pur-chase of four gantrey loaders at a cost
of £6,200. I agree with the hon. member's
remarks about the state of the North Quay.
I have been there a couple of times and exam-
ined it. There is no doubt it is in a bad
way and the Engineer-in-chief has put up a
report which is rather alarming. The posi-
tion however, has not been created in the
last few months. The Victoria Quay has
been getting worse every year. The Victoria,
Quay has been costing the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust £10,000 a year to maintain. At
the north wharf instead of using the loan
amount for maintenance, it can he used for
actual reconstruction with the £10,000 to
which I have just referred. So that instead
of putting down wooden piles we could put
down concrete piles which eventually will
become part of the re-built wharf. I hope
it will be possible to find the £20,000 from
loan funds to permit of the reconstruction
of the north wharf. I have heard a good
deal about the bridges too. The position
is this; Plants and specifications are practi-
cally completed. They could have been ready
by now if they had been urgently required.
The estimated cost of the North Fremantle
bridge is 1'/4 million pounds and with the
resumption of land for railway purposes the
total is increased to £1,475,000. I want xnem
hers to understand that because of the bet-
ter facilities we have for handling cargo at
Fremantle, it is possible to make a great deal
more use of the harbour to-day than in the
past, and I do not think that the extension
is as urgent as it was. As a matter of fact,
the Fremantle Harbour Trust have put up
a report to that effect. With regard to the
road bridge, I am told that it is in a fairly
decent state; certainly it is not in as bad a
condition as has been suggested. The cost
this year to keep it in repair wvill not be
more than £2,000.

Vote put and passed.

lVte-]Water Supply and Sewerage,
£227,000:

I tern-Water Supply for towns generally,
£:6,000-

Mr. BROWN; The previous Minister for
Water Supply, Mr. Cunningham, promised
that a certain amount of money would be
lIaced on the Estimates for an investiga-
dion into the proposed new water supply for
Piagelly. - I appreciate the position in which
the Government now find themselves; I know
that money is scarce, but I should like to
know whether it is proposed to honour the
promise ma(de by the previous Minister.
The towvnship deserves a better water sup-
ply, and that was recognDised by the Min-
ister previously' in charge of the department.
I do not know whether the present Minister
has perused the files dealing with this ques-
tion. I trust he has done so and that when
money is available, he will honour the pro-
mise made by his predecessor and provide
the money necessary for investigatory work
to be carried out.

Itemi-Metropolitan Water Supply, £C63,
850:

Mr. HEGNEY: The condition of the
water supply at Swan View is unsatisfac-
tory. The people there have been agitating
for over 12 months for the substitution of
4-inch pipes for the present 2-inch pipes,
or else for the linking up of the district with
the Northam scheme. The difficulty has
been accentuated since the unemployed have
been located at Blackhoy. The demand oil
the supply is so great that by the time the
people in the outer parts of the district
draw upon it, there is often not sufficient
for their requirements.

Item-Water Supply in Agricultural and
North-West districts (including drainage
and ir-igation, and loans and grants to local
authorities and drainage boards), £100,000:

Mr. CUNYINGHAM: T understand the
Government are engaged upon additional
works at Harvey, which are covered by this
item. I believe the intention is to increase
the capacity of the present reservoir, to de-
clare a new irrigation area, and bring in an
additional 16,000 acres of irrigable land.
What will be the prescribed rate for the new
area4 Ts it the intention to increase the
rate to settlers who have been paying rates
for years past? Will that be the effect of



(ASSEMBJY.J

the added cost of the reservoir? I noticed
from a statement in the Pres recently that
the work bad been started, but no informa-
tion was available regarding the financial
responsibility of the settlers or the wvilling-
ness of the landowners to pay the rate to
be fixed.

Mr. J. 1. MANN: I understand the La-
bour Government miade provision for water
supplies in several eastern districts where
the settlers have to cart water over great
distances. I realise the position of the
present Government, and hope that when
possible, the areas I refer to will be pro-
vided with adequate water supplies.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Has any provision
been made for improved water supplies in
the Dartmoor, G4reenough and other north-
erni areas, where many people have to cart
water 18 miles or more two days each week
in order to maintain their supplies. Under
existing conditions, they cannot provide for
additional stock, and an economic loss is
involved because the full productive capa-
city of properties cannot be availed of.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With
regard to the irrigation schemie at Harvey,
it is intended to raise the embankment of
the oldl weir to provide for a fuirther irrig--
able area. The head works and the new
water channels will cost £180,000, including
£31,388 in connection with the Korrijikup
area, and the whole cost of the scheme, in-
cluding other phases, will be increased to
£C233,632. That wvill be the total cost of the
scheme, including the extensions. Some
18,000 acres of new land will be brought
under the schemne, of which half will- be
irrigable. In respect of the irrigable land
only, rates will he charged. Last year the
position at Harvey was serious because there
was not sufficient water available for iriga-
tion purposes. It is not intended to charge
a higher rate than the present one of 7s. 6d,
per irrigable acre per annum and 2s. 6d. for
each of two separate waterings. during the
year.

Mr. %MeLarty: Are you sure that rate is
correct?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
There will be &, slight loss on the scheme
because of the 'rate fixed. It is recog-
nised that the settlers could not afford
to pay a rate that would cover the additional
cost. The scheme was prepared by the

"Chief Engineer, and the details I have re-
garding the matter resulted from a confer-
ence with the Premier held yesterday. Har-
vey is one of the garden centres. of the State,
and will assist greatly in the production of
wealth, provided we do not charge the
settlers too much for water.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I should like to bring
up the rquestion of extension of water snp-
plies in a place like Lake Brown. It is
true there has been a reduction in the
charges, but also there has been a reduc-
tion in the quality of water provided, and
so the position is worse than before, be-
cause tlhe excess water is now so much
greater. I have asked the Miniister for
Coun try Water Supplies to go inito this
mnatter, but he does not appear to realise
that the reduction is not a reduction at all.
Again, in regard to rock catechments the
department has taken at Barbalin 100 acres
from a family that have been settled there
ever since 1867. In those days Toodyany
was their nearest town. The original settler
died and left a. widow. The l1fi-aere area
resumed by the department was cleared and
fenced and had a permanent water supply.
In all some £500 had been expended oil
that little area, yet when the dipa~rtinent
resumed it they offered the widow only
£100. I want to enter an emphatic protest
against the way this settler has been treatedl.

Trhe CHAIRMAN: The bon. member l.A
out of order in discussing a question of
compensation on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. WITHERS: I was not here when
the Minister made his statement. Am I to
understand that £31,000 will now complete
the Harvey scheme?

The MINISTER FOR WOERKS: No, an-
other £E100,000 will be required. i answer
to the member for O-eraldton, 1 should like
to say the only items I have on these Esti-
mates for -water supplies aggregate £15,000.

Mr. PATRICK: At Wandana the de-
partment put in a water scheme in the
form of a dam, whiceh some moniths nun
was quite dry. There was an undertaking.
from the department to put down two bores
in that district, where the wrater can be
obtained at a depth of 200 feet The pro-
raise was that those two bores would he
put down from the first money available.
Has the 'Minister heard anything- of that?

Vote put and passed.
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V't c-Developrnieat of Goldfields anid
Mineral Resources, £31,000:

Hon. 1I!. F. TROY: I should like to know
from the MXinister whether he is going to
initiate a system of assistance to prospec-
tors.

The MINISTER FOR MIINES: I can
only tell the hon. member what I told the
4Commit-tee on the general discussion. So
far as funds are made available assistance
will be given to prospectors, as in the past,
but I do not expect to be able to render
quite as liberal assistance as has been given
heretofore. I am willing enough and aexi-
-ous enough, but I have not the funds, and
so I cannot do it. At the moment I sint
not in a position to wake any announcement
as to the assistance to prospectors , f or I
have not yet learnt from the Treasurer how
much money he can make available.

Hon. M_ F. Troy: There is a lot of money
in this Vote.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, hut
there is no guarantee that we shall get it.
I appreciate with the hon. member the
necessity for rendering assistance to the in-
d1ustry, particularly at the present time
whent gold is the one commodity that can-
not be over-produced. All the world is ask-
ing for it, and the Federal Government arc
-considering the payment of a bonus onl its
production. If we can increase the output
-of gold, it is; our duty to do so. But it is
-all a question of funds, and at the moment
I cannot say whether we shall have suticient
money to spenid even the amount provided
on these Estimates.

[11r. A-ngelo took thte Chair.]

Flon. U. F. TROY: The Minister says he
its unable to declare how much money he
-will. have to spend, but that he will spend
.all hie ean get. The Central Mining Board
-hes approved of assistance for these men,
,but the approval has been held up for
:months and I am concerned about it. I
know that money is scarce, but I should
like an assurance from the 'Minister that
if lhe gels the money he will come to the
.assistance of the prospectors. The industry

ihaving a very rough time.
Mr. Withers called atttion to the state

.or' tile Committee.

Redls ruing, and a quorum formned.

Hon. M-. F. TROY: Prospectors, are not
satisfied with being put off from time to time
in respect to their applications. As the Gov-
erment assist other portions of the State,
we expect some assistance for the mining
industry. The prospectors are never heard
ot except through their members, and they
ask only for reasonable assistance. I hope
they will no longer be neglected.

Vote 111t anld Passed.

Vote - Development of Agriculture,
U 419,44:

Item-Agricultural Bank working capital,
0820,00u0:

Nornolup Group Settlement:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I wish to revert to
tha. Nornalup scheemne.

The Minister for Lands: Go down there
and have a look at it

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have been there. I
recognise that the Government have done
what they consider justifiable, hub in the cir-
cumstances I think it is a Mistake I should
like to have the matter discussed apart from
politics. The.re are some members of the
Opposition who do not agree with my atti-
tude. T propose to move to reduce the item,
and I think it important enough to have the
vtote recorded in the proceedings. I hope
Knelibers will vote according to their con-
sciences and Fbeliefs. L-et us for once get
away from party politics. Let us have a vote
purely on the mierits of the scheme. It may
be the comnnencement of conducting oar
business on non-party lines. The Premier
stated last night that only £C6,000 had been
expended to date. I did not imagine that
much had been expended, because the scheme
was conmnenced practically only yesterday,
but I have no doubt that there will he'eon-
siderable expenditure next year and the year
after. With the Premier, I see no prospect
of [fie financial position being any better
next year than if is at present.

Mr. Patrick: You disagree with the mem-
ber for East Perth that we have turned the
Corner.

lion. P. COLLIER: I think~ the corner is
still ahead of us and that the road before
we reach it will p.rove to be fairly rough.
lWe have not. vet felt the effect of the low
P)rices of our staple commodities. We sholl
feel the effect of those low prices early next
year, when the money which would be avail-
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able if prices were reasonable will not be
available. I do not wish to be pessimistic,
hut it i., of no use shutting our eyes to facts.
1 n. convinced that the financial position
both loan and revenue, will be worse after
the new year than it is at present. A large
number of people engaged iii primary pro-
duction have been working on credit all the
year, anid when the harvest is reaped and
there is not sufficient return to pay the ac-
cumulated indebtedness,) our difficulties will
increase. The expenditure on the -Nornalup
scheme will continue next year-, the year
after and the year after that. Even under
the most hopeful possiIbility, the semne will
not be self-suppor-ting inside of three years,
and I do not think it can be self-supporting
in less than five years. That has been our
experience of the South-West country. Even
if we -take the term of three years estimated
by the M1inister for Lands, by that time -wo
shall have spent several hundred thousand
pounds.

The Minister for Lands: The number is
limlited to 100.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There are moure than
that down there now.

The Mliis.ter for Lands: The others are
r~epairing9 roads, etc.

Hon. P. COTALIER1: There will be the ex-
peaditure onl road-making, new schlools, arid
other thing-s incidental to the settlement. I
do not believe the Minister'i estimate will be
realised. He estimated the cost at £C800 a
block. The house is to cost £120.

The Minister for Lands: The houses are
not costing that We are using second-hand
iron.

Hon. P-. COLLIER : That is only half the
cost of the gru settlement housesi.

The Minister for Lands: It is riot the same
type of house.

Hon. P. COLLI ER: The ten head of stock
are to cost £E170. That will not make the
settler self-supporting. The clearing cost.
£167, must be below the estimate, as must be
the sowing down of pasture, £100. We are
commlitting ourselves to an expenditure
probably for live years before there can he
any return. It is most unwise to do this
until we have turned the corner, and got out
of the c-haotic position in which we find our-
selves to-day. The Premier has repeatedly
stated that although we are v'oting money
on these itemns there is no certainty that thec
works enumerated will he carried out. Prob-
ably, niany of the works that are now going

onl will only be partially completed. It is
not xviso to launch out in new expenditure
wvhilst there are works which 'vet remain to
lhe completed. before the benefit of the out-
lay of capital can he obtained from them.
We should comnplete those we have before
we start onl any new proposition. The item
should be reduced by at least £1.

The Premier: That is like a farthing
damages.

The Attorney Gleneral: Make it £10. That
will sound better.

The Minister for Railways: If you make
it £100, you will put only one manl off a
block.

Hon, P. C0l.IAER: I will accept the ad-
vice of mny legal aviser, anid the verdict
will then carry costs. I move anl amend-
ment-

That the itemn bie reduced by £00o.
The CHJAIMAN: Before I accept this

amendment I should like the assurance of
the P"remier that the 'Nornalup schemne is
included in this item.

The Premier: It is.

Mir. J. H. SMI1TH: I hope the amend-
nient will not he carried. I have reason to
doubt 'the sincerity of the Leader of the
Opposition.

Hon. P. Collier: I will give you some-
thing about that.

Air. 3J HK SIMITH: When he was Premier,
he thought so mutch of the scheme, because
or thet quality of the land, that he deemed
it advisable to build a railway from Den-
tial i to 'Nornalup, costing a great deal of
nioney, 1 do0 not want to Ca st any aspersions
uponj him, but I1 suggest he Furely could not
have built that railway for political pur-
poses.

lHon. P'. Collier: I did not authorise it.
It was authorised by the previous Govern-
mnent.

Mr. J. II. SMITH: He built the railway
when things were looking serious from the
political point of view. A lot of money was
spent onl it land many men. were employed
on it. The railway ran into a deadend at
the }'rankland River. The present vovrn-
inent have rarricd on the undertaking of the
prepvious Government. No one can question
the quality oft the land. It must he the. pol-
ieY of the Government to settle it c'v on-

tuigthe railway.
r.Willcor-k: There are fire or -,ix groups

the-re already.
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: No.
Mr. ' ansbrough: There are three close

to Nornalup.
3Mr. J. H, S-MITH:- There are no groups

at the terminus ok the railway. They are
south of it. The railway is supposed to feed
the country to the north and wvest of the
Frankland River. If the construction of the
railway was justified the development of the
country is also justified. It is proposed to
establish 120 farmers. I ea astonished that
the Leader of the Opposition should seek
to reduce this item.

Hon, P. Cornier: I have never questioned
the country. I am only questioning the time
in which the work can be done.

Mr. J. H. SMITH:- Of what use is it to
build the railway from Denmark if the coun-
try in the vicinity is not settled?

Mr. Wilecock: Are there not sufficient
groups there already?

Utr. J. H, SMITH: It is not a question of
group settlement, but of settling the people
uinder the best conditions.

Mr. Willeock: The group settlers could
not remain there without a railway.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Government would
not have built a railway for three groups.

Mr. Wanabrough: There are three d%-imet
groups there already.

Mr. 3. H. SMITH: The P.snkland River
is the dividing line betv-a1i Albany and Nl
son, so that the sett.ement of to-day is tak-
ing place in Srs6Jler electorate. The Minis-
ter for LPL.4s has made two tours through
that coi~atry. Mr. Moran, the Agricultural
Bank trustee, is one of the most pessimistic
men I ever met in my life.

Hon. P. Collier: He is the most foolishly
optimistie.

Mr. J, H. SMITH: At first Mr. Moran
said it was madness to start settling that
country. However, after visiting it he said
to me, "I have seen some of the finest coun-
try in the world, and not to settle it would
be a criminal shame. I will settle it for
£800 per man, and will guarantee to settle
it successfully. I shall pick my men." The
ax-Premier's idea in building that railway to
Prankland River was to settle the whole of
the district for a distance of 15 miles on
either side of the line. Yet we find the hon.
gentleman moving this reduction, on the
ground that he considers Agricultural Bank
activities will be fully engaged to keep pre -
sent settlers on their holdings.

Hon. P. Collier: More than fully engaged.
Mr. J. Hd. SMITH: To a great extent I

agree with that; but the present Govern-
mieat, having considered the whole question,
sJay, "We~ can keep the present settlers on
their holdings."

lion. P. Collier: They have not said that.
!&- J. H. SMNJITH: It is their job to do

it. Surely hon. members are not suggesting
that there ought to he stagnation in Western
Australia! What is the good of having rail.
ways if we do not make use of themI

Hou. P1. Collier: A few hundred miles of
railway will not be made use of next year.

Mr. J. H1. SMITH: I do not know what
will happeni on the eastern wheat belt, but
I am confident that the building of a rail-
way is justified in the South-West, where
there are good climatic conditions andaw
exellent rainfall, while frosts are unkrnown.

M1r. WANSBROUGE: The- 4 reviouls
speaker would make it apmar that tis
railway is not serving wVt.f settlement at all.

MNr. J. 11. Smith -,; did not say that.

Mrx. WAY T1ROI'1GH: The line -runs
through t5 groups, and adjacent to them are
thr.,other groups. I agree that tho quality
of the land is uinquestionable, However,
I support the Leader of the Opposition in
his view that all the money available 'will
be needed to keep on the land those -who amo
qlready there, but I cannot suprtort the
amiendment. In my opinion, the roads which
are being built in that district to-day will
not serve their purpose.

1Mr. WILLCOCK: I agree with the
Leader of the Opposition that this is uot
the time to embark on a now ss~heine of
settlement, particularly with indigent
people. Our present troubles are due
largely to the fact that in the last four or
five years many people have gone on the
land without any money of their own, the
State finding all the capital.

The Premier: 'We always have done that,
of course.

Mr. WThLCO CR: Yes. Such a course is
right enough when prices are remunerative
and prospects good; but according to the
present outlook there is no probability' of
decent returns for a year or two, at any
rate. Over-production is not in wheat alone,
but applies to almost everything. To set
out at this, the mnost difficult timp we have
ever known, to settle yet more indivent
people on the land is utterly unwise. Most
of us agre that group settlement is wortHi
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while, if only as demonstrating the excel-
lence of our South-West lands, and as show-
ing that Western Australia was prepared
even to lose some money in proving those
land& In some quarters it is contended
that we should not have gone in for such
heavy expenditure on group settlements as
we did; but that is past and gone, and the
consensus of opinion is that in group set-
tlement and the development of the dairy-
ing industry we have enough on our hands.
If we can get people to put in their own
money, with a moderate amount of Gov:-
erment assistance, we should encourage
them, because the possibilities are there.
Wealth can be produced in that urea. But
this State is not in a position at lpresent
to continue the land settlement policy of
the past. It is time we had a stocktaking.
At the moment wve want every penny we have
in order to keep on the land those who are
already settled. There are people on the
groups now whose holdings are perhaps not
more than half developed, and much more
mioney will be required by them. WThere
will the extra money come front to keep
those people going?

The Minister for Lands: From the same
source as we could get money, 1I suppose,
for the Engineer-in-Chief!

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is anothier mat-
ter, about which the Government, appar-
ently, are not very definite. They have to
take the responsibility for their actions and
I, for my part, will not evade my respon-
sibility, as a member of this Chamber, by
permitting what I regard as a gross is
take in the settlement of the Nornalup area
at this particular junctuire. I am with the
Premier in the desire to further develop the
State. I have never decried the South-
West, which will undoubtedly be one of the
richest parts of the State as time goes on. Its
natural advantages must result in the crea-
tion of added wealth there. That however,
does not mean that we should concentrate
upon the expenditure of all available money
in the South-West, one corner of a large
state.

The Premier: r do not think you are right
in saving that. There was a time when
people said Geraldton did not receive any
consideration.

Mr. WILLOOCK: r am not speaking in
a carping spirit, nor have I ever been a carp-
ing critic. I hare always been prcpared to
.give credit to any Government who were

prepared to carry out good work in the in-
tests of the State. I know that the Premier
is prejudiced in favour of the South-West.
That fact is apparent to all.

The Premier: You all say that.
Mr. WILLCOCK: I do not blame the

Premier.
The Premier: I do not care whether it

be south, east, or north, so long as the State
as a whole progresses.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Premier is no
doubt justified in his attitude, but he must
not persist in it to the exclusion of other
parts of the State.

The Premier: I happen to be a Western
Australian, and that does not say that I
am stupid and narrow-minded.

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 have never said that
the Premier is stupid. I can remember a
time when the lion. member wvas rude enough,
in the course of a controversy' with me, to
say that T was stupid because I made state-
ments, which were later found to be cor-
rect.

The Premier: They were not found to be
correct.

Mr. WILLCOCl{: They were contra-
dicted, and I produced proof to indicate
that they were correct. I do not wish to
descend to the gutter and describe other
people as stupid or simpletons.

Hon. M6. F. Troy: The Premier himself
did not show much indication to the con-
trary in that discussion.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. memn-
ber should deal with the question before
the Chair.

Mr. WILLOOCK: The Premier has a big
job to do in Western Australia and a stupid
person, who is prejudiced and biassed,
could not undertake such a task. However,
an individual's prejudices regarding a par-
ticular part of the State should not be al-
lowed to warp his judgment respecting what
is best for the State. To my mind, the Pre-
mier's attitude is a little warped in favour
of the South-West.

Rion. P. Collier: We may not be warped
in our opinions, but perhaps slightly un-
consciously prejudiced in favour of one part
of the State.

The Premier: One may like one part of
Australia more than another.

Mr. WILLOOCK: But that should not
make us adopt a narrow viewpoint when re-
garding our activities. I am not objecting
to the Premier's scheme merely because it
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L: in the South-West. If some scheme were
suggested for my electorate along these

lieI would not be in favour of it in the
t-xisting circumstances.

The Premier: I have an idea that you
spoke about some railways in your elector-
ate.

Mr. WILLOOCK: All I asked was that
the Premier would provide £100 in order to
carry out an investigation regarding lines
neee-sarv to relieve settlers of the task of
carting~ water for 20 miles or more. I ask
the Government to look ahead and secure
some information that at present is not
available on the files. The Government have
no mtoney to do that, yet they are saddling
the vountry with an entirely new scheme in-
vokving the settlement of areas that cannot
reach the reproductive stage under four or
five 'rears,. I claimu that is on entirely
wrung lines in these days. in common with
the Leader of the Opposition . I think we
shall make a grave mistake if this Commit-
tee blindly follow the Government in their,
scheme for settling men in the South-W Iest.
What I am most surprised about is that
two p)articular Ministers-the M1inister for
Lands and the Mlinister for Worksg-who
were miemhers of a Royal Commission that
spent somne weeks in investigating the group
settlement scheme in the South-West and
learned to appreciate the difficulties. of
pioneering and the subsequent expense in-
vokved under that heading, can endorse a
scheme of this description. They appreciate
how much money will be required before
the land in the South-West ean reach the
reproductive stage. I have been absolutely
astoundedl to note the attitude of those par-
ticular Ministers in their enthusiastic en-
dorsiement of the new settlement scheme in
the Nornalup, area.

Time Premier: It is popular to denounce
the scheme just now.

Hon. P. Collier: it is a pity there was
not more denunciation of the group settle-
ment scheme, hecause it would have saved
us sonic of the £4,000,000 loss.

The Premier: There have been many losses
in other directions, quite apart from group
settlement matters.

Mr. WILLCOCK: We have heard about
'1Cvox populi." Some people, for instance,
advocate a referendum of the people on the
question of secession. If a referendum
were to be taken regarding the Nornalup
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scheme, it would he turned down with a
thud.

The M1inister for Railways: And so would
any other expenditure he turned down if
put to the peopie separately.

Mr. WILLCOCi{: I do not think so.
The 'Minister for Lands: That crayfish

scheme at Geraldton would have been
turned down if had heen submitted to the
people.

Mr. WILECOCK: As a inatter of fact,
a number of persons put their money into
that scheme, and indicated their apprecia-
tion of the proposition. I feel my respon.-
sibility regarding this matter, and I would
not be justified in allowing the Vote to go
I hrough without entering my protest
against such a proposal in Lhese times.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS.- I am
sorry the hon. member should think jt niees-
sary to move for a reduction of this item.
If wve had not concentrated our South-West-
ern efforts at one point, if we had sought
to place 100 settlers at various points, there
would not hare been a word against the pro-
jeet. But because we have concentrated,
eveii though it is in the very best part of
the State, best both as to soil. and climate,
we have all this criticism. As for the idea
that we are going to have an extravagant
scheme, actually it is proposed to limit the
settlement to 100 farms. Nor is the work
being done under group settlement condi-
tions. The actual cost per annum ought to
be between £20,000 and £E25,000, and it is
estimated by the Agricultural Bank trustee
who has investigrated the scheme, that it can
be done for less than half of that. We have
benefited fromt the group settlement mistakes
of the past. Provision is made for roads
of only a narrow type, the wheel rats being
filled in with gravel. That is almost all
there is on the road; actually, culve. L., arc
put in where necessary and bad patches
are gravelled. It is very unfair to suggest
that the settlers on these holdings are set-
tlers only because they are out of work.
Really, they are men of very good type, and
many of them have had experience in the
South-West. Surely it is better to pay the
settlers 30 per ent. more in sustenance than
they would get if in the city, and have some-
thing created hy them, and thus give them
an interest in the State. Of course it is
better to do that for them than to have them
idling in the city.
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Air. Sleeman: Are you going to put any time to increase the eapitalisation of lauc
of the unemployed gold prospectors down
there?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
afraid not. We could not supervise the work
of 100 prospectors in a settlement. The
position has been distorted by some of the
newspapers. We are spending money for
the sustenance of many people in the city,
and under this scheme we are spending sus.
tenanee down there, plus 50 per cent., and
we are getting a valuable asset in return.

Hon. P. Collier: Then why not send all
the unemployed down there?

The MIfNISTER FOR? LANDS: We
could not accommodate them. If we could
get the necessary motney it would be far
better to put all the unemployed to work.

Ron. P. Collier: I agree that the scheme
would be all right if the money were avail-
able.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
schemie is for only 100 farms. There will
not be many roads constructed; only those
which are absolutely necessary. A great deal
of the Sonth-WVest was opened up by roads
markedly inferior to those constructed during
recent years. Narrow light roads will give
to each settler access to his holding, and it
may be necessary to put one road through
the middle of the area. The supervision will
be simple and far less costly than if we
had the settlement spread all over the South-
West, in which event, as I have said, there
would be no objection raised to it. The cost
will be a mere bagatelle, especially if we
take into account the amount that in any
case we would have to pay those men in
sustenance. If the amendment be carried,
the most sorry people will be those unfor-
tunate settlers, and next to them perhaps
will be the Leader of the Opposition him-
self; for I am sure he has no desire to rob
those settlers of the chance given to them.
It is merely an ordinary settlement
concentrated in one position instead of
being spread over the South-West.
Otherwise we would have used the Forres-
tania country. Nornalup, however, will be
much more profitable than that. Another
point to be considered is that the cost to the
State will be very little more than if we
had had to find sustenance for those people

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I support the
amendment. I regret that the Nornalup
settlement has been undertaken. This is no

settlement. We have problems in the dairy
jog districts that will have to be overeom,
before we can claim to be on the road tt
progre~s. lit the Denmark area, which i:
adjacent to the Nornalup district, the pro
ducers are toifronted wvith problems con
neeted wvseb the rearing of young stock
'That is it serious mnatter and it must be over
Come. Money should be expended to
grappie with the problem, but we are tolk
there is not sufficient money to permit o
a proper investigation. The reason why nt
mioney is available is because we are em
barking upon new expenditure. How can
we expect to make a success of the settle
ment to which we are commritted if we arn
going to wvaste the small amount of capita
we have on new schemes? The member to
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) emphiasised th4
difficulty of the Northcliffe settlers in getting
value for cream supplied. He said th
settlers were getting only 8s. per can, whiel
is not the first class market rate.

The M1inister for Railways: You are be
coning shockingly p~essinmistic lately.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am merel,
bringing common sense to hear upon the post
tion. The early history of land settlemen
reveals a colossal blunder due to the fae
that we started settlements here, there ano
every' where and did not perfect one of them
We undertook railway construction in a]
parts of the wheat belt to serve a fev
settlers here and there. No one settlemen
was properly opened up and developed be
fore another settlement was started, ant
that policy has cost the country millions o.
pounds. The Minister responsible for
should have had many sleepless nights, bu
I think he slept, while I lay awake endea
vouning to grapple with the problems.

The Minister for Railways: You are re
ferring to selection before survey.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not ear
what it is called; the work was done b:
halves. It has been the same with grouj
settlement; we have not completed any on
portion of that scheme. Take the Denmer
area; goodness knows how long its develop
ment has% been in hand and yet the problem
have not been solved and hundreds of acre
of land are lying unused. Instead of under
taking the clearing of land at Nornalup
another remote area, let us finalize the ex
isting schemes, Nornalup is a remote area
considering the marketing facilities. Den
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mark has not yet been settled thoroughly.
We hare not sufficient capital to build up a
proper settlement there. Farmers are hold-
ing land that they cannot possibly use, be-
cause they cannot obtain from the Govern-
ment sulheient money with which to develop
it. We hanve been battling with the Den-
mark country for the last 12 or 15 years
and have not completed settlement there,
ad yet we are going to start another
scheme. We cannot continue land settle-
meat in that way. What is the use of going
into the Nornalup area?

The Minister for Railways: Why did you
vote the money to build the railway?

Hon WV. 1). JOHNSON: I regret that the
line~ was ever starte!. We are not ready for
it yet. Certainly the line is not being used
for the purpose for which it was contrueted.
It is not carrying cream:. that is being
carried by motors. Why?7 Because the
trains dto not run freqjuently enough to bring
the cream in f resh and make it a market-
able product. The difficulty at Northcliffe
is that the carting of the cream has to be
done by motor. What is wanted at North-
diffe is a butter factory, not a railway. The
cream produced in the Northcliffc area must
be manufactured into butter there. We
bare to build a butter factory at Pemnberton,
but that will not overcome the difficulty at
Northeliffe. Let us concentrate the limited
amount of capital available upon financing
areas already settled and served by railvays
and butter factories, areas in which we
should be able to attain some measure of
success. M1anjiup is not yet thorougld:y
developed;, it is not on a true economic
basis. At present we are producing butter
far in excess of the State's consumption,
but butter is still heing imported from the
Eastern States. Some people say that the
local butter is not to their taste.

The 'Minister for Lands: The same as
some people said about the land.

Hlon. AV, D. JOHNSON: Although we
are producing more butter than the State
can consume, hundreds of boxes are being
imported from the Eastern Stales every
week. I warn the Premier that during re-
cent weeks the importations hare increased.
If members walk through Boans, they will
see Western Australian butter ticketed at
about 2d. a lb. less than imported butter, and
yet that firm still imports butter. Where is
the sentiment regarding the purchase of local
products? There must be a considerable

number of people who prefer the imported
article. I am proud to say we are increasing
at a great rate in the manufacture of local
butter. During many months of the year
we are meeting the needs of the State. But
we have great difficulty in satisfying even
our own people as to the taste of the butter.
Apparently it is different from the taste of
the commodity made in the Eastern States.
The problem is to get our butter established
on the overseas market, seeing that we can-
not get it properly established here. Asso-
ciated with the settlement of our dairy lands
we have big problems, to face. Why should
we go into new problems and expend money
on new lands when wve have not wilved the
problems we already have to settle? The
scheme is not one that should be endorsed
by this Chamber. It should be suspended
immediately. We have enough to do with
our present settlement schemes without going
any further. WVe understand there are only
100 blocks to he settled at Nornalup. What
ill be the overhead charges?

The Minister for Lands: Very little.
Hon, W, D). JOHNSON: The fever the

blocks, the greater will be the proportion of
overhead charges to each block. The super-
vision would not cost more if there were 250
blocks. A certain number of officers is re-
quired to supervise the scheme. Roads must
be built, and if there are 100 blocks con-
cerIned, 1 per cent. of the cost will have to
be charged to each one. The same expendi-
ture on roads would serve ever so many more
than 100 blocks.

The Minister for Lands: Not at all, be-
cause most of the blocks arc end on to each
other, and the one main road suffices for all.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: Local agitation
will certainly lead to a greater expenditure
than is contemplated by Parliament. When
people are settled in an area for the first
time the expenditure invariably exceeds the
estimate. I am assured that drainage
problems will arise in the winter.

The Minister for Lands: Not at all.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister,

of course, knows a great deal about the mat-
ter from having inspected the locality from
the summer point of view.

The Minister for Lands: I have only been
there in the winter.

Mr. W. H. Mann: The hon. member is
only guessing.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am told that
the drainage problem will be a very serious
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one, and that the road construction will als o
prove expensive. I therefore wish to wairn-
the 'Minister concerning these points.

The 'Minister for Lands: You had better
go down and have a look at 'the locality.

Hon. W. D. Y'OHENSOY: I shall try to kill
it before I see it. We have not sufficient
money to warrant any increase in the ex-
lwnditure upon land settlement.

Mr. W. H. 'Mann: You will kill it, and
took at it afterwards.

llun.. W. 1). JOHNSON: Even supposing
the area is all the Minister says it it;, lie lis
no right to proceed with thme settlement.

Thme Minister for Lands: No right to feed
the people, I suppose.

Hon. W. fl. 30O]IXSON: I would rather
he. conicentra ted his energies. upon an effort
to oveircome the proli n; in areas already
settled. We should develop the lands near-
est to the markets.

M, r. H, . an This; will be mainly for
time export trade.

lion. AV, 1). JOHNSO-N: it will'be a long
time before we reach any export trade from
Nornalup. When that trade has to be con-
sidered, we s;hall require all the money we
can lay hands on to develop it. Let us in-
crease settlenment in a1 more concentrated
fashion. There is no need to go on in this
way. We have done little or nothing to
settle the land between Perth and Bunbury,
where settlement can he far more economi-
cally managed than at Nornalup.

Mr. H. W. Mann A large amount of
drainage would be required for that land.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Only a fair
amjount, but there would be no necessity to
spend much on the other facilities.

The Minister for Railways: The hon. mem-
ber is setting one part of the State against
another.

H-on. AV. D. JOHNSON: Land settlement
should be encouraged close to the railways
and the ports. There is no need to go be-
yond Pinjarra, where partially cleared land
c.an be acquired at reasonable prices. I do
not want the Mfinister to touch any land
settlement scheme beyond that which he has
in hand. The Agricultural Bank already
find great difficulty in keeping the farmers
on] the wheat belt, and when the next har-
vest arrives, a considerable number will he
unable to carry on without further Govern-
ment assistance. Unfortunately, money has
already been wasted at Nornalup. I Say
"1wasted" advisedy, because the scheme

should not be undertaken at present. For
some considerable time the scheme must be
of no value to the State, although a great
burden. Has the Minister for Lands gone
into the question of what is to be done next
harvest as to supplying super, for instance?
I do not see where the payment for super
supply is to come from. All this expendi-
ture is reducing the possibility of the Gov-
ernment coming to the rescue of the farmers.
The Nornalup proposition is a wild proposi-
tion. There should be a declaration from
mnember-; whether this kind of thing is to be
tokrtated. Group settlement started in the
samne way as the Nornialup scheme. The ex-
penditure was to be small, and re-tricted to
certain areag; but to-day millions of pounds
have to be written off. Members allowed
group settlement to drift- on, thoui-h there
was plenty of talk ag-ainst it in the corridor.
Privately, members agreedl that the scheme
had aot been thoroughlly organised, and that
a great deal of money was being wasted. Still,
Parliament was not game to discuss the re-
port of the Royal Commission on Group Set-
tlement. That will be the last Commission
I shall sit on. I took my fees, and I hon-
estly gave the best advice T have ever given.
The report showed how millions of money
could be saved. However, no serious; noticb
wvas taken of the report until the member for
Mt. 'Magnet (lon. 211. F. Troy) became 1Iin-
ister for Lands. Parliament simply was not
interested in the report. parliament thought
group settlement was all right. Visitors came
from nil parts of the world to inspect this
wonderful scheme. We selected all the good
patches to show them, and dodged the bad
ones. No visitor was ever shown groups
that were not successful; the good groups
were inspected and the unsuccessful were
avoided. As the result of the Royal Commis-
sion's report the member for Mft. Magnet
stopped the waste that was going on, but
nevertheless he had to write off three or four
million pounds. Now we want to stop this
Nornalup) settlement, for which the time is
not opportune. If that belt of country wants
developing, this is not the time to start on
it. If hon. members endorse the Govern-
ment's attitude, they will be embarking on
an expenditure of which the results cannot
possibly be gauged. 'Mr. Moran cannot esti-
mate it more than anyone else. What special
qualifications has he? None better than mine
or those of others. He has not had more
experience than -some of us. He does not
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possess the detailed knowledge which is pos-
sessed by some of us who are farmers and
have been Ministers. Western Australia can-
not carry the scheme at present, and there is
no immediate need for it. Estimates were
prepared for group settlement under Sir
James M1itchell. After that Mr. Angwvin was
going to get the groups established at less
cost. Mr. Troy's estimates, too, wyere not
realised in every case, because of the great
diti(ulties of settlement in the South-West.
It is no use putting forward ain estimate of
£800 per holding at which this Nornailup,
scheme is -to be accomplished. In the case
of group settlement the writing-off has not
finished vet. Even at this hour we do not
know where we stand as to group settlement.
What is the use of embarking on something
additional when we already have ser ious prob-
lems to solve?

Mr, SLEE_%AN: I stulWoit the amend-
inent of the Leader of the Opposition. When
speakinig on the Address-in-reply I said
thit something like £5,000,000 wvorth of
timber was likelY to be destroyed1 in tihe
Noni: p area.. T aim glad steps have been
taken to protect. the timbher.

'Ihi Minister for Lands: I told you the
timber would he preserved.

'Mr. SLEI.-:AX: Timber war; t(, be de-
strayed, hut e% idently' the Eorects Depart.
ilit took a hand. Even iii that earlyv
period of tire history ' to settlement at Nor-
nallili, when blocks were beiiir distributed
two (if the stettlers refu,4ed to take posses-
sion hecause the blocks weae unsuitable.
Those men were commended by the officer
in echarge for their refusal.

The Minister for Lands: That statement
is not true.

-Mr. SILEEMAN: The 'Minister returned
frm a visit to the area and said that mny
statemkent was half true. He explained that
the men had been taken off the first blocks
becau.se the departmental otficials regarded
the incas as unsuitable And placed the ii
elsewhere. I still say that my, original
statement was correct.

The Minister for Lands: The mnen did
not want to leave the blocks.

-Mr. SUE EMAX: There is Domething
wrong when the departmental offic-ials willI
voluntm ily take people off blocks because
they are unsuitable.

The Minister for Lands: The blocks were
allotced the samie day.

Mr. SLEEUAN: That makes the position
wvorse. Thre departmental officials considl-
ered the blocks unsuitable and) yet they
allotted themi straight away. Is that a
sample of the splendid country thac we were
told would he available for the Nornalup
scheme? Now the Minister claims that the
settlers will be put on a. profit-making basis
after the expenditure of £800 only. How
he has changed his opinion since he aired
his views as a member of -the Royal Corn-
mission oti group settlement! In his minor-
itvt report he said-

A% groupo ettlor i n the, South-West should lie
aieto l2ce I livinug, aid~ inrvt his ih~terc-si

:-niu 09t '-L lit- h iras i herd of 20 rows.*
.Aovcrur~s totailling £'20Cl u rd I.e. sutbeiotl

io pit-c pi:tcsr-u giroup settlers iii theiout
We-t iii a basis enbing thetm to attain the

The co1st will li;' cousidcraIly n-lUcel-- for
fUtLire groupsh, a.11thes1e Should 110T Cost tUIY-
tieg in t.rss 0± from £1tlt) o i ,O0

Honr. P. Collier: He was fairly right be-
cause they have pan-ned out at ahkoit. -that

Mr. S LEEAN;X First the 1Mister fixed
the amnount at £1,800 but now he has
dropped to £800. I amn-irot prepared to
aedielt his figures and I hope the amend-
ment will be carried. I again Pnuphasise
the point that the information I have re-
eeived front Nornaluip shows that rmy earlier
,tntentents were correct.

Mr, WITHERS: As a mnerber i-epreqent-
iug a south-w-stern constituency, I should
';iui)ii01t the vote., hat in viewV Of the remfarks
of the Leader of thie Opposition, I feel I
nltju_ suppolt him. [ would not he justified
in doing so without indicating mny views.
I can readily understand how popuilari some
of the Country Party muembers rep-resenting
eastern1 wheat belt farmners will be when the
vote is taken and they are found support-
ing the 'Estimnates. I have been in cow-
munication wtih a number of people in var-
ious parts of the State and I know that the
'Noinalup scheme is most unpopular with
the farmers in the outback areas.

The Minister for Railways: They do not
know anything about thre scheme.

M r. WITHERS: They know quite enough
about it to appreciate the position.

The -Minister for Lands: If we were to
make available to tire farmers all the money
involved in the Nornalup scheme, how much
do you think it would repr-esent to each
former?
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12 O'clock midnight.

Mr. WITHERS: I do not know.
The Minister for Lands: It would not en-

able them to buy a ton of super each.
Mr. WITHERS: it is strange to hear the

Premier and the Minister for Lands claim-
ing that the settlement of the Nornalup area
will be achieved as the result of the expen-
diture of £800 only per block. We have
no guarantee that the settlers who go there
will remnain on their blocks, nor yet that
they will make good. We have ito guar-
antee that the holdings will be brought to
a productive stage by the expenditure of
£800.

The Minister for taitwava : Your South-
West conferences are continually passing
motions asking for the settlement of areas
down there.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, and when
the hon. member brings along some of his
requests, I w'ill he able to indicate his v-jews.

'Mr. WITHERS: Before entering upon
the Nornalup scheme, the Government
should have availed themselves of oppor-
tunities to settle the countryN closer to es-
tablisbed centres, aid nearer to railway and
butter factory facilities.

The Minister for Railways: Yolu ob jec-
tion is that this schteme wil serve Alban1Y.

"%it. WITHERS: That does not worry nxA M,.
The Minister for Railwvays: There is no

qu estion about it.

Mr. WITHEiRS: I know this scheme is
promoted in order to absorb somie of the
unemployed, and I do not object from that
standpoint. I claim, however, that the mioney
spent onl the scheme could be better ex-
penided by providing employment for men,
in other parts more favouzably' situated at
,he present jiuncture. Rather than inaug-
urate an altogether new settlement scheme
at Nornalup, the Governunent should( make
further use of the country* served by the
Denmark line, and thus save at large pro-
portion of extra exp~enditure. Why should
they go righit across to Nornialup, when their
objective could be gained by settling the
people nearer at hand' Is it not that the
Government w.anit to have a compact little
body of eleetor, located thei-e for a certain
pil-ose?-

The Minister for- Lands: I h-ave never
been chargced with doing anything of that
description before.

Alr. WITHERIS: I think that is the rca-
soin why' the Government wvant the settle-
mnent scheme it' that p~art of the State.

'The Miatisle- for Railways: You would
not suggest that the Frankland River should
lie a bar to settlement?

,%t- WITHERS: No, but it is close to
Oi hloiindji v of ait-etamn electorate. Would
it not lie better for the people who will be
%ettled onl blocks in the South-West if they
were nearer to Denmark? Their cream
could bie landed at the butter factory in
better condition l iit is possible whenl it
hits to lie carted eve- much loigler distances.
I do not i-egard this matter as a party ques-
tion at all. I think the Government are
unwise in the cor-se they% at-e pursuling,
a ad 1 would[ like to see tiem change their
plns I ail afraid we may be saddled with
something similar to our exp~erience in eon,-
ne-tion with the gr-oup settlement scheme.
Group settlemetnt costs, after all the writing
down, have been reduced to what it "-as
originally intended they should be. I hoape
the Nornal up scheme when finalised will lie
more satisfactory to the State than group
settlement has ever been. However, I feel
sure that when the £C800 per farm has been
exhausted, the settleis will be clamourin-
for fur-ther assistance.

Halt. M. F. TROY: If the alterna-
tivye to) the Yornalup settlement ivaes
the pur-base of lad lying ii' 1e along
existing railways and tite settlenenit
oif those lands, I shoul say the ad -
vantage lay with the altet-native. Every
inerber knows there is along existing rail-
wys a great deal of land that could
well be brought under cultivation, were it
not that the land would have to be re-
possessed, which would mean a heavy' addi-
tion to the cost of settling it. I have said
that I have no great objection to the Nor-
nalup scheme. But I understand that some
of the settlers are to be put out 20 miles
from the railway, which in my view would
be a very grave blunder. None of them
should be more than ten miles from a rail-
wvay. A wheat grower 20) miles out from a
railway is in a fairly satisfactory position,
but not so a dlairyiman, who has to bring in
his cream to the siding. perhaps every second
day. Having regard to the financial dificul-
tie, in which the State is placed to-day, this
is not the time to embark upon new settle-
muent scemeres. However, this Nornalup
settlement is already embaiked upon, and
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so I will not vote for the motion, but will
give the Minister a chance, in the hope that
the settlement will be successful and that
hie will be able to keep down the cost.

The MIinister for Lands: You wnil admit
that we have control of this scheme.

Hon, 11f. F. TROY. If this were a scheme
on the familiar lines of group settlement I
would condemn it. The group' settlement
theory is a had one, for it throws no re-
sponsibility on the settler, who becomes a
sort of public servant. The Minister ex-
pects the cost of this scheme to work out at
fF00 per holding. I attach no impor-tance to
estimates, I do not know any part of the
country where the estimate of the cost of
development has proved to be correct. The
cottage will cost £200, to say nothing of the
milking sheds.

The Minister for Lands: The State is not
building them.

Hon. Al. F. TROY: Well, how can the
settler be established and the whoke cost
arrived at, if the settler is to be left without
n home and without milking sheds?

The Minister for Lands: He is to get for
the cottage the second-hand galvanised iron
of which we have so munch.

Hon. M. F. TROY: When group. settle-
ment was initiate! the present Premier said
a selectiou, including a house, could be es-
tablished for £750. It was a ridiculous esti-
mate, and the hion. member had not a single
figure to go upon. The scheme was started
in a muddle, mecrely by a wave of the band.
it its initiation thecre was not the slightest

degree of organisation. So, as I say, if this
Nornalup scheme were a group settlement
scheme I would certainly vote against it.
A hundred people are being settled there,
and the member for Guildford-Mfidland said
they -would require a factory. What greater
advantage could be desired for a factory
than to have a hundred settlers concentrated
in a compact area?

The Minister for Lands: It will be an
ideal place for a condensed-milk factory.

Eon. XI F. TRO: I do not know of
much country along the Denmark line that
could be settled satisfactorily. A lot of
land was surveyed during the regime of the
member for Northam, and was intended for
group settlement, hut thank goodness it was
never settled. It is about the most uin-
promising country I know of in the State.
Yet surveyors told me that the member for

Northani had instructed them to deal with
it in a face. 1 think it was rather a good
thing for the State that the member for
Northam left office when he did. That
country cannot be settled because it is poor
and to settle it would be disastrous. In view
of the financial position, it iias probably
unwise of the Government to embark on the
Nornalup scheme, but I do not think I
should embarass the Government by sup-
porting the amendment to reduce the item.
I hope the estimates of the Minister for
Lands will be realised. There is every
reason to believe that such holdings can now
be developed much more cheaply than in the
past. Later group settlements, particularly
at Smith's Brook, south of Manjimup, have
been developed at halt the cost of the earlier
settlements-

The Minister for Lands: Under proper
control.

Hon. 11. F. TRO Let there be
proper control at Nornalup. I think the
settlements at Smith's Brook were taken up
during the second year of lay administra-
tion], and the cost in that area has been very
much less than it was originally.

The Minister for Lands: The pastures
have done better.

Hon. M. F. TROY: In that respect group
settlement has done much towards solving
the dilliculties of settling the South-West.
Even the old settlers have profited by the
experience. I hope the NKornalup scheme
will turn out well, but the Minister should
not put settlers more than 10 miles from a
railway. Although I consider the time is
not ripe to embark upon a new scheme of
this kind, I am impelled to oppose the amend-
nient moved by my leader.

Anienchuent put, and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes
Noes -

Majority against .

Mlr. Collier
NMr. Carboy
MN1r. Cunuingbam
Mr. Hegney
51r. Johnsopp
Mr. Kenmeally
Mr. itmoad
Mr. Lutty
N r. Miarehall

17
- 23

6

AYES.
Mr. Mcallum
Mr. Moi~sie
Mr. Fauton
IMr. Sleema
M r. Walker
Mr. Wilicock
M r. Witbers
%Ir. Wilson

(roller.)
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NOE~

Amendment thus negatived.

Item-Assistance to settlers, industries,
etc., £50,000:

Hon. WV, D. JOHNSON: What is the
object of this itcml Is it intended to meet
special circumstances connected with next
year's harvest?

The PREMIIER: It might he used to as-
sist cases of extreme hardship or distress ,and it could be applied to a butter factory,
if desired.

'Vote put and passed.

Vote-Roads and Bridges, £107,000:

Itemi-Workers' Homes Board Capital,
£100,000:

xMr. WITHERS: Is it intended to spend
this year the whole of the £100,000 set down
under this Vote? Can we expect anythinug
as good as that? The position with regard
to workers' homes to-day is not as good as
we should like it to be. People in Bunbury
have made application to come under the
new scheme in connection with the group
settlement houses. After their applications
have been approved and they have been told
the aunirber of the blocks, the houses on which
they would be interested in, they have been
advised that there is no money to enable
the authorities to proceed with the scheme.
They have thus been greatly inconvenienced.
They were led to believe they would get their
homes, and now these are to be deniedl them.
If the £100,000 is to be spent, I hope the
Premier will see his way clear to continue
the scheme I referred to, so that the person
who requires a home and cannot afford to
build one may be given the opportunity to
get one.

Mr. Brown
Msr., Davy
Mir, Dney
Mr. Frgusouj
M r. Griffiths
Mr, K~eenan
Air, Latham
Mr. U~dGsy
Mr. H. W. Mann
Mr. J. 1. Mann
Mfr. McLarly
Sir James Mitchell

P
Ants

Air. Raphael
Mr. Coverley
Miss Holman

'Vote put and passed.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

BILL-SALARIES TAX.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 23rd October.

MR. PAXTON (Leedervifle) [12.32):
It is somewhat difficult at this hour of -the
mnorning to make up onies mind exactly
which Bill to speak to.

71r. Sleeman: The one on the Notice
Paper.

Mr. PAN\TOX: There is one Hif! oa the
file, mid another referred to on the Notice
Paper.

The Premnier: We will adjourn the House
after the second reading has been carried.

Mr. PAN\TON:'- Are there two different
Bills'

Hon. P. Collier: Is the Bill on the Notice
Paper in order?

Ar. PAXTON: I am not in the Chair
at the moment, and cannot say.

Mhr: Parker
Mr. Patrick
Mr. Please
Air. Seaddan
Mr. Sampoon
Mr. J. IEL Smith
X r. J. M. Smith
M r. Thorn
11r, Troy

Mr. Wansbrongb
Mr, North

Mr. Richardson
Mr. Wells
M r. Tesdale

The PREMIER: I can assure the hon.
member that we shall, get the maximum
amount of work done for the expenditure we
are able to incur. I am advised that a good
many homes have already been handed over
under the scheme referred to by the hon.
member.

Ur. SAMPSON: I hope in the purchas-
ing of timber the arrangement which has
existed so long between the State Sawmills
and the companies will be adhered to. I
hope, too, it will not be long before the
State Sawmills are conducted as a private
enterprise. Whens orders are given for
timber there should be fair treatment
between aUl parties to the honoxirahic agree-
nmnt that has been in eistence for so long.
To do otherwise would be to act unfairly, and
not in accordance with the high principles
which should actuate all Governmenats.

The Premier: All the timber used has been
paid for from tihe Treasury, arid it has been
bought with due regard to the best interests
of the State,

Mr. SA-MPSON: Since the people of the
State are responsible tor the finding Af this
money, it is only reasonable that the indus-
tries of the State should benefit without any
special preference beinig given t, one section.

AIRS
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M1r. SPEAKER: The Bill on the file is
the one before the House.

lion. P'. Collier: And not the onte on the
N\otice Paper'l

MrY. PA"NTON: If it is the one on the
file, 1, shall make the speech 1 originally
proposed to make.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Hear, hear: W~hen do
you start?

Mr, PANTO-N: The lion. member cani
say "Hear, hear!I" now, but I well remem-
ber the look of c-onsternation on his face
when the mnember for South Fremantle (Mr.
Mct allumn) explainied some parts of the Bill
a few weeks ago, and the hon, member dis-
eriverled rhat the nurses in the Perth Has-
pititl, whomi he had been so carefully look-
ing after in order to get their votes, were
to be taxed tinder this measure. Your rul-
ing. Mr. Speaker, is that the Bill on the
tile is the one before the House.

M1r. SPEAK ER : It is the one to be
.spoken to.

Mr. PANTON : 1 presume we are not
allowed to discuss that which is on the
Notice Paper. If that is so, it 'will be very
difficult for us, seeing that we will not be
able to depat t front the one Pill in order
to discuss the other. At present the Bill
is really in two parts.

Hoit. AV. 1). Johnson : Gi: a point of
order. We have two SepNEW~e propo-sitions
befoic us. If we speak to the second read-
ing- of die Bill to which youi, Mr. Speaker,
referred as the official Bill beiore the llous-e,
s-hall we liine ani opportuity of making
another speech on the other Bill whenl Wve
reach it on the Notice Paper4 ' Casual in-
spection demnonstrates that there arc two
Bills. I would like to have the point dle-
cded now.

Mr. SPEAKER: There is only one Bill
before the Chamber at the present time,
the Bill introduced hr the Premier some
-weeks ago. It is on that Bill I am pre-
pared to listen to debate. Officially I know
nothing whatever about the other Bill, which'
has never been before me and has never
been dis-cussed. We are dealing with the
Bill which is on the file.

Mr. PANTON: I agre with the member
for Swan (Mfr. Sampson) that the position
is remarkable. We have a Bill offlially
before us, the Bill on the file; yet if one
glances at the NYotice Paper, one finds that
three parts of the Bill are deleted by pro-
posed amendments.

-IL-. SPEAKER : I cannot take any
notice of that aspect.

Yr. PANTON: I am really out of order
in diseussing things which presently will
not be in the Bill. However, I must abide
by your decision, lilY. Speaker, and speak
to the Hill as I find it. Probably the House
will agree that the measure has had a most
remtarkable career, one almost unique in the
history of this House.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You axe wasting
time in speaking on it. It is already de-
tested.

Mr. PANTON: The Bill was introduced
byv the Premier some weeks ago; but not
until the Leader and the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition explained some of its clauses
(lid the majority of members sitting behind
the Government have any idea of the mean-
ing- of the measure.

The Premier: It is quite simple.
'Mr. PANTON: So simple that the men-

her for Perth (MY, H. W. Manni)
almiost had a fit. I well remember observing
the- consternation of the lion, member as
he listened to the Deputy Leader of
Opposition explaining what the Bill
really meant to some constituents of
the member for Perth, It is perfectly obvi-
otis that members opposite must have had at
heart to heart discussion on the measure in
Caucus. Although it was going to bring
in a considerable amount of revenue to a
hard-Up) Government, it has remained in
abeyance unatil one-half of it appears on the
file and the other half on the Notice Paper.
The Leader and the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition have deplored the fact that this
is, a sectional Bill. If it was a sectional Bill
when they addressed themselves to it, we
may now call it a super-sectional Bill. For-
ntierly it had at least the redeeming feature
of a dragnet which brought in asH people
working for the Government or working for
anybody supplied with funds by the Gov-
ernment. With the assistance of the Notice

Paper I now discover that it is confined to
civil servants, teachers, and railway officers.

Mr. H. W. Mann: It will not touch the
nurses.

Mr. PANT ON : That is why the hon.
miemtber looks so happy now. I wish to point
out to hon. members opposite that the rail-
way officers are just as much governed by
an arbitration award as are any members of
the trade union movement. The Railways
Classification Board, constituted by Act No.
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38 of 1920, is lust as much an Arbitration
Court to those railway officers as is the
general arbitration tribunal to any ordinary
unionist. If the Premier turns up the
definition of "worker"j in the Arbitration
Act, he will find that the term does tvt in-
lude-
Mr. Wanabrough drewv attention t,) the

state of the House.

Bells rung, and a qitorum formed.

Mr. PANTON: The railway officers, or
salaried staff of the Railway Department,
are working- under an arbitration tribunal
just as much as any section of workers who
go to the Arbitration Court. The officers
are not included in the definition of
"worker," hut are specifically exempted.
Unlike the lpublie servants, the railway offi-
cers are and have always been governed by
the basic wage. Whenever the basic wage
goes up or down, the salaries of railway
officers follow it up or down. That has been
the position ever since the Arbitration Act
has included a basic wage section. The
Railways Classification Board fix the sal-
aries of the officers; but whenever the basic
wage has been brought down, their salaries
have been brought down also.

The Premier: Clause 5 provides for that.
Hon. IV. D. Johnson: Which one7 The

one on the Notice Paper?
Mfr. PANTON: Clause 5 does not cover

that position.
The Premier!f It provides the necessary

power.
Mr. PANTON: I cannot see how that

clause will exempt the railway officers.
The Premier: At any rate, they will not

be taxed twice.
Mfr. PANTON : Should the Premier's

ruling he correct, then, if the 'Minister for
Works secures the passage of the Bill he has
introduced and the court does not reduce the
basic wage, the provisions of the Bill before
us will apply to railway officers.

The Premier: Certainly. The court does
rot fix their wages.

Mr. PANTON: Quite so, but if the court
reduces the basic wage then the Commis-
sioner of Railways reduces the wages of the
railway officers to that extent.

The Attorney General: Yes.
Mr. PAXTON: Then I claim the railway

officers are just as mucb under the Arbitra-
tion Court as other workers. The Premier
has a provision setting out that those who

go to the Arbitration Court will not be
brought within the scope of the Bill now
under discussion, I consider the railway
officers have just as much right to be ex-
empted fromn the Bill as other seetions of the
community who ore allowed to go to the
Arbitration Court.

The Attorney General: Why should there
be any diltereiice between thenm and an al&t
cer in my department?

11r. PANTON: Because your officers are
not affected by any basic wage decision
arrived at by the Arbitration Court.

The Attorney General: That may he anl
advantage or a disadvantage.

Mr. PANTON: But it does not make any
di~fferenee. The fact remains that the Pre-
miier has seen fit to exempt f rom the pro-
visijons of the Bill those who are governed
by Arbitration Court awards. I contend
that simply because railway officers can ap-
proach a different tribunal-not designated
an Arbitration Court, but a Classification
Board-does not provide a reason why they
should not be exempt from the Bill, just
the same as workers who can go to the Arbi-
tration Court.

The Premier: At any rate, the men will
not suffer twice.

Air. PANTON: They must suffer all the
Lime. They will be taxed every time the
Arbitration Court reduces the basic wage.

The Attorney General: That is not a tax.
Mr. PAN TON: The men will be taxed to

that extent, and then they wilt be taxed under
the Bill now before us.

The Attorney General: No.
Mr. PANT ON: I say yes. If the Attor-

ney General can show me that they will not
be taxed, I shall be pleased, but I claim that
the only way we can safeguiard their inter-
ests is to exempt them just as other workers
are exempted. My claim is that the Bill is
purely sectional legislation. Why Should the
civil servants and school teachers he deliber-
ately singled ut for a tax of this descrip-
tion. Is there any reason why one small sec-
tion of the coinminnity should be singled ot
for that purpose? The civil servants always
seem to be at a disadvantage.

The Premier: Of course, they were taxed
by the Labour Government in 1915!1

Mr. PAINT ON: I do not think they were.
I have some figures dealing with that phase.
I find that ia 1914 artisans received £3 12s.
per week and general workers £2 14s. 10d.
At that time the civil servant received £204
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pier annum. In 1917, 1919 and 1920, the civil
servants still received £204 a year, whereas
in 1917, the artisan received £3 J5s. 6d. and
the general worker £2 19s. 10d. In 1919,
the artisan received £4 2s, 6d., which was an
increase of 14.6 per cent. compared with his
wages in 1914 and the general worker was
paid £3 us. 2d., an increase of 29.7 per cent.
The civil servants stopped where they wvere.
Tn 1920 the artisan received £4 15s. 4d., show-
ing an increase of 32.4 per cent. The gene-
ral worker received £4 Os. 7d., an increase of
46.9 per cent. The civil servant still re-
mainied on. £204 o year. In 1922 the arti-
san wenpt up to 37.5 per cent., the general
worker 36.2 per cent., while the civil servant
ireceived an increase to £264 a year, or 29.4
pe cent. lin 1925 there was a change of
Government, and the wages of artisans went
oip so that there was an increase of 49 per
cent. and] in the ease of general workers, an
ulercase of 46.9 per cent. The civil ser-
vants went tip 41.2 per cent. Strange to
say, the civil servants remained on £288 a
year, which showed the increase of 41.2 per
cent. over the salaries received in 1914, until
J930, whereas the artisans in J930 were en-
joying- an increase of 52.8 per cent., and the
general workers an increase of 56.7 per cent.

The Premier: That is, in the aggregate
from 1914.

.1r. PANTO.N: The civil servants went
up 41.2 per cent., the airtisins 52.8 per entt.
and the general workers .56.7 per cent.
Wh'enl the claim for a reduction is before the
Arbitration Court, the artisan and the gene-
ral worker will be given anl opportunity to
show that there Slionld be no0 reduIction, bult, onl
the other hand, the Premier says to the Civil
Service, "I amn going to reduce your salaries
-witlhout g-iving you anly elassi flea tiotil board
or arbitration court before which you can
place 'your views. I aim going to reduce your
salaries by from £3 15is. to £10 per cent, per
annm."

The Premier: Do yon not realise that ;E1
nip on £2 14s., represents a bigger percentage
than) tl uponl £5 or on £10)?

Mr. PANTON: I do not think that makes
any difference to the point I am making.

The Premier: It makes a difference to the
manl concerned.

Ali- PANTON: I am taking the ag-
grega te. In referring to the salaries of
the civil servantts, I have taken the general
run, not the men in receipt of salaries of
£lI.000 and so, forth. I took the men on

£204 whose maximum is £288. That is what
they are receiving to-day. Tbt! Premier's
argulmenit does not enter into the question
at all. I am dealing with the basic wage
p)ositionl and the men in the Civil Service,
who are on the equivalent of the
basic wage, receive £.288. My con-
tention is, in view of the particulars.
I have given of wages paid in 1914 com-
pared with those obtaining in 1930, the civil
servants have been singled out for an unfair
attack. When the Governiment find them-
selves in financial dillieulties9, the salaries of
civil servants are to be cut down, and those
employees of the Government are to have
no opportunity of fighting against the re-
ducttion. at all! The resit of the community
have anl opportunity to present their case
before the Arbitration Court, arid to urge
that their wages should not be reduced,
bjut the civil servants have not that oppor-
tunity. They are not even allowed to send
representatives to the bar of the House to
plead their case. They are to suffer the
reduction without any opportunity to fight
against it.

The Premier: Every Government in Aus-
tralia has had to do it.

Mr. PANT ON: I ami not concerned with
what other Governments have done. The
Federal Government had the decency to
leave alone those in recipt of less than £750.
If the Premier had followed that coarse, I
mnight have ag-reed that his Bill had that one
rcdleening feature.

The Attorney General: What would be
the redeemiing feature?

Mr. PAXTON: Those bc.., able to pay
would have paid. To use the Premier's own
argument, if the mail on £1,000 a 'year or
£1,200 a year is to be brought down only 10
per cent., the Attorney General must agree
that the man onl £288 who will be taxed
£3 15s. per cent will feel the imposition
much more acutely than the higher grade
manl.

The Premier-: Everybody is feeling the
pinch.

'Mr. PANTON-\: That is no reason why
the Premier should want to slaughter these
officers. Mlembers on the Government side
have had sufficient influence in Caucus to
induce the Premier almost to murder the Bill.
I hope members will realise that the object
of the Bill is to tax one section of the corn-
munity. If sacr-ifices have to he made, it
is only fair that they should be spread over
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the whole of the community. To say that
members of Parliament and public servants
alone should he singled out for sacrifice is
altogether inequitable-and it must be re-
membered that the public servants cannot
make any effective protest. If the Govern-
ment are determined to go on with the Bill,
I for one propose to amend it in Committee
in a way that will make it more equitable.
During the last few days I have heard a lot
as to tihe position of the Goveinment, which
must be pretty bad when they bring down
a Bill of this sort on top of all the other
taxing treasures %ve have bad.

The Premier: We have to make good your
Government's deficit of last year.

Mr. PANTON: The deficit of last year
was noworse than± the annual deficit during
the sixs-year period preceding 1924, and was
not anything like the deficit we can look,
forward to annually during the coming three
years.

The Prouder: You would oppose every
tax, no matter what it was.

Mr. PANTON : This is the first time I
have opposed anything the Premier has
brought down, but in future I will have to
be a little more critical. The Premier has
not very much to growl about. Ifembers
on his side are not prepared to discuss any-
thing at all. it is the most wonderfull Ex-
ample of discipline ever exhibited in the
House.

.Mr. SPEAKER: There is nothing about
discipline in the Bill.

Mr. PANTON: No, but there oughbt to
be, beecause the Premier and members of the
Cabinet have set a wonderful example of
discipline for our side to follow when once
again we get over there. J will oppose the
second reading, and if the Bill should reach
Committee I will endeavour to have it
amended.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [1.0)]: A tired House is not
an effective House. A tired House should
never lie ca lied upon to (lea] with important
legislation, so I am going to do0 wind I
tan to protect the people of the State from
the merely casual attention of a tired House
to legislation. No Government wrill do bus-
iness at this hour of the morning- if I can
prevent it. We have a responsibility' to do
our work throughout, and for a wearyv House.
after dealing with Loan Estimates,, to be
called upon to consider an important weas-

ure such as this, is altogether wrong. And
how is it presented to us? We do not know
which Bill we are discussing, for we do not
know the effect the Caucus Hill will have
upon the Government measure. The Pre-
mier has made no statement, given us no
Lxplanation. He submitted a Bill to us
and moved the second reading of that Bill.
If we are discussing this Bill now we are
simply wasting time, for it is not the Bill
that ultimately "'ill have to be considered
by the House. What position aire we in?
The Bill introduced by' the Premier deftaitc!v
taxed wages. It imposed a general penalty
upon wages and salaries. The Premier ex-
p~lainedl that. It is true he did not go into
a great deal of detail, and it is true also
that he did not exactly understand the real
effect of the measure. One gathers that
from the fact that he has since altered the
Bill so materially. If we were to attempt
to debate the Caucus Bill, you, 'Mr. ;peaker,
would rule that we most discuss the Bill
which the Premier now does not propose to
submit to us. Surely it is fooling the coun-
trv, and unnecessarily taking uip the time
of the House. It is due to the Chamber
that the Premier should explain exactly
what he intends to do.

The Attorney General: How can he ex-
plain? He moved the second reading of the
Bill, aid under the rules he is not permitted
to speak again-at all events,, not until he
ieplies to th- debate.

lion. W. 0J. .JOliNSON: When the
Leader of the House make,, an extraordin-
ary discovery, as in the present instance,
and wvhen his original exposition of a Bill
is found to be not in accord with his more
matured judgment, it is the practice in the
House of Commons for the Leader of the
flouse, on a question of privilege, to explain
himself and justify himtself for altering
that which he had previously recommended to
thme House. Had the Premier done that,
we could hav-e understood what happened
and what led to the alteration being made.
lit the circ-umstanlccs we (-an only assume
what happened: wye do not know.

Mr'. Withers: Under pressure.
The Premier: You seemn to understand it.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Who has a

right to pitt pressure on the Government?
Ar-e wve to have Bills explained by the Pre-
mier and then pressure brought to bear to
have them altered to such an extent that we
have two propositions before uts? What
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does the member for Bunbury mean by
pressure? Where does it come from? Is
this some new influence lately created for
the purpose of swaying the Government into
the course they should adopt? I am inclined
to think the member for Bunbury is wrong;
I do not think there has been any pressure.
I think it has been purely reconsideration
by the combined forces of caucus.

MAr. Kenneally: And the solicitude of the
rremier for the members of the service.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The member for
East Perth may be able to speak as to that.

Mr. AMcCallum: And there was a row in
the corridors.

flon. IV. D. JOHNSON: The member
for South Freantle ought to appreciate
that there is roomi for a row over the Bill.
The main contributor to the row was the
member for South Fremantle himself.

Mr. McCallum: I think I ought to ask
for a xVithdrawal of that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
ber was the cause of all the trouble. The
Premier explained the Bill and the member
for South Fremnantle analysed it, and his
analysis caused consternation. We all
know what happened in the corridor. Sup-
porters of the Government were running
around tearing their hair and seeking the
Premier in all directions. Ultimately they
found him and wanted him to explain
-whether his statement of the ramifications of
wne Bill was correct, or whether the state-
iment of the member for South Fremantle
was correct.

Mr. McCallum- He did not give any ex-
-planation.

lion. 'N. D. JOHNSON: The point 1
wish to make is. that the member for South
Fremnantle wals the cause of the trouble.
If he had not analysed the Bill m-, he did,
there -would have been no row. The hon.
member so criticised the Bill that he con-
vinced supporters of the Government that
there was something "Tong with it, that the
'Bill was not all that the Premier thought
it wvas, or what the Premier had told them
it wag. The result was the debate was hur-
riedly adjourned, and members were rushi-
ing uip and downi thve corriins demanding
a meeting so that an explanation could be
olitained. A. *neetinr was; hastily sun-
itioned.

The Premier: No, it was vot.
Hon. W. D). JOHINSON: Andi the Bill

Was.1 dc'nved. At one sitting the Bill ap-

peared quite close to the top of the Notice
Paper, and at the next sitting it appeared
right at the bottom.

Mr. McCallumn: The reduction of salaries
was to have operated from the Is; October,
and here we are well on towards the end
of November.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is true that,
owing to the meetings, the Bill had to be
delayed. The member for South F4remantle
knows that there must be a limit to any
retrospective period, and that the Bill could
not now be made retrospective to the 1st
October. The Premier might have made it
retrospective to that date had be kept out
of the way and allowed members to vote on
the Bill, without discovering that it was not
quite what they expected. However, meet-
ings were held for the f urther consideration
of the Bill. I do not know whether there
were any rows at the meetings. We down-
stairs could hear members talking; the doors
were open and sound travels pretty clearly
in this building. We know that disenssions
took place and that they were pretty stren-
uous. They -ere bound to be strenuous.
They occupied at good while, but ev-entually
the opinions which had been expressed in
the House by the member for South Fre-
mantle prevailed and were adopted, and the
whole Bill was reconsidered. I do not wish
to go into details of the Bill in the amended
form, because to do so would be out of
order. I wish to speak for quite a long time
and therefore to keep within the Standing
Orders.

Mr. MVcCallum:- Which Hill are you dis-
cussing nowt

Hon]. W. 1D .JOHFNSON;\:. The Bill on
inembers' flies.

Mr, MeCalluni: Not the one indicated by
the amendments on the Notice Paper?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No, and the
hon. member has no right to direct moy at-
tention to it. I wish to stick to the Bill
before the Chamber-

The Premier: You have not reached it
yet.I

Hom W7. D. JOHNSON: The Bill, as
introduced by the Premier, proposed a tax
on wages. The little criticism that has taken
olaee proves the unfairness of his proposal.
It is a question whether such a tax would
be leoal. I do not think that an award of
a tribunal, constituted by Act of Parlia-
ment and presided over by a judge, could
be set aside by a measure such as this. The
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Bill as introduced by the Government does
propose to do that. 1 believe "hat pro-
pOSal will be reconsidered. I b)elieve the
Government will - ultimately discover that
awards of the Arbitration Court must be
re(spected, and that- wages and conditions once
established by a tribunal authorised by Par-
ianit and governed by statute and pie-

sided over by a judge must continue until
the selfsame tribunal gives tile matter re-
consideration and prescroibes other wages
and conditions. Therefore the Government
and their supporters, at their caucus meet-
ing, wisely determined. to alter that pro-
posal. I do not know whether the Attorney
General discovered the weakness of the pro-
posqal. He is the legal authority and the
one to whom the Government would look to
discover any weakness or illegality. The
sad part is that he inserted it in the original
Bill, or allowed it to be inserted. We have
an Attorney General, to advise the Gov-
ernment on legal questions,. If any-
thing appears in a. measure that has
no right to be there or conflicts, with
another statute, he is responsible for it.
It is possible the Attorneyi General dis-
covered the mistake, and that it was he who
advised the Premier to revise his mneasure by
making certain alterations. Some memnbers
claim that it was a caucus decision. Know.
in the activities of the Atto)rney General,
and having a high regard for his qualifica-
tions;, I should like to give him the credit,
for I believe he discovered the mnistake.

Mr. Kenneally: And knowing his objec-
tion to caucus rule.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: He has always
preached against caucus interfering with
Government activities.

The Attorney General: I ami sure you
cannot find that I have used the word
" caucus" in this House once in the last six
years.

Hon. Wo. ID. JOHlNSON, I cannot go into
such matters lest I should be ruled out of
order.

Mr. McCallum: What is the definition of
caucus?

The Attorney General: We are not dis-
cussing caucuses.

The Premlier; A meeting of flappers.
Mr. MeCollun: Of course you know all

about that.
Hon. W. DI. JOHNSON: I believe it was

the decision of the Attorney General that
led to the change. Whilst the Attorney Gen-

ernal dayed that part wvith regardi to the
wages section, we are now informed that
these provisions of the Government measure
will not operate, and that the other Bill is
the one that will be submitted to uvs I now
believe that caucuis had a considerable say
uipon the provisions of the Bill, that the
alterations wade in the other parts of it
were the result of the matured opinion of
caucus expressed at the various meetings
that have beeni held. Not only were these
alterations, influenced by the Attorney Gen-
eral and by the meetings, of caucus, but
public meetings have also beett held, aode
up to those who are directly interested.
These meetings were ivetl attended and were
held in various places at various times. Ac-
tion was taken by the executive of the Pub-
lie Service Association to call a meeting in
the early stages.

Mfr. Hegney called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Bill repre-
sients a sectional tax. I must oppose it on
principle. I maintain that if the Govern-
ment desire to raise revenue by mneans of a
tax of this kind, they should apply it to all
sections of the community. I have stated
that the hospitals tax is wrong because it
does not apply equitably, The only way to
raise revenue of this description is by an
incerease in the income tax. Members, of
Parliament and of the Civil Service are to he
taxed, whereas the whole community should
share in the making of the sacrifices neces-
sary in the interests of thle State. Many
personis iii the city are drawing salaries far
beyond those drawn by the Public Service
or by members of Parliament, and these will
escape any special taxation to meet the posi-
tion. If the times demand that an increased
revenue shall be obtained by the Govern-
ment, they hare a straightforward way in
which to get it. It is not right to limit the
demand to only a section of the community.
The -lanagers of banks and insurance corn-
panics,, the editors of newspapers and others,
are all drawving-l high salaries, and in the
majority of cases salaries far exceeding
those of the average public servants and of
mnembers of Parliament. Why should we
and members of the service be picked out to
r-ontribute to the needs of the Government,
while the rest of the community escapes?
We have no greater responsibility in this
matter than other people.
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Mr. Plesse: M3any of the mn you speak
of are already suffering.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: iMany of us are
suffering- in our private lives. What hard-
ship is the editor of a newspaper suffering
inore than i5 suffered by a member of Par-
liamnent or an oit-er of the service' He is
doing his wor& as lie did before, and is draw-
ingw the salary he drew before. We are now
asked to pass a law whereby one portion of
the community shall be taxed whilst the
others go scot free. The extraordinary thing
is that the editor, of newspapers, who re-
main as they are so far as this Bill goes,
should be writing articles claiming that other
people should he penalised. They admit that
,circumstances demand the making of a sacri-
fice, but they would pass most of their sac-
rifice upon someone else. No Government
should pander to that sort of thing. They
should be bigger and nobler than that. They
should see to it that the sacrifice the occa-
sion demands is distributed so that no one
will he unduly penalised by comparison with
,others, and that each shall contribute in pro-
portion to his ability to hear the burden. 1
appeal particularly to the Attorney General
in this matter.

The Attorney General: You have not yet
advanced any good argument agains;t the Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: He knows what
income is earned hr mnany mnembers of the
lcgal profession, and the prolils there are
to be made in it. I do not begrudge lawyers
the mioney they make if they are going to
do their diuty by the State. If it is essential
I shonld sacrifice £ 60 a year out of my £600,
it is reasonable that the friends of the Attor-
ney General should also contribute something-
to the revenue. Members have received let-
ters from teachers, from members of the
-Civil Service, and from railway officers,
pointing- to the injustices; meted out by this
Bill, and appealing to Parliament to pro-
tect them against this sectional taxation. They
all say they are prepared to hear their fair
share of the burden, bitt are not willing to
carry the whole lot. They say that if the
taxation is to he imposed, it should be im-
posed on all sections of the community. I
amn altogether again.st this taxation Bill, even
in its altered forni. It is ni-ither just nor
equitable. I am only p~repared to consider
further taxation ; f incomes by an increased
income tax. Then the taxation will be on
a gradna'ed stcale. imposMd in proportiim to
the eap-o % ra-ry;, an-i to th-'t esbu~zt it

will be just. I wish to see the second read-
ing debate completed in reasonable time, be-
cause I ant anxious to get some rest. Ac-
cordingly .I shall iot prolong the discussion.
I hope the division will defeat the measure
because of its unfair incidence.

MR. KENNEALLY (East Perth) [1.27]:
1 nam hopeful that this measure will not find
its way to thle statute-book. Lengthy discus-
sionl is not required to-night. It would not
serve any useful purpose, because on the
'Notice Paper are amendments which the Pre-
inier intends to move. We are in the posi-
tion of having to discuss the measure in its
first printed fonin. In that form it is almost
a unique taxation measure. I am not Sur-
prised at its emanating from the present
Cioveninment, wiho hare shown an itelination
to introduce class legislation. The Bill fob-
lows their bent in that direction. Appar-
ently, elass taxation appeals to them. They
indicqated oti the bustings what would be their
attitude if they were returned. The people
having aecelpted those statements, Ministers
are justified in giving effect to their policy.
I1 think, however, that even some members
of the Opposition did not helieve the Gov-
errinient were prepared to go so far in class
legislation. Some of the Government's sup-
porters are now turning against them on that
account. This Bill, as it stands, would pre-
vent any offieer' from going to a tribunal
for a deterniination in regard to their pay.
Eiven when the Hill returns from the stool
of repentance to which the Premier has in-
dicated he is likely to take it, it will not be
highly acceptable. In no amended form is
it likely to giv;' any officer the right to ap-
peal to a tribunal regarding his pay. The
early history of the fixation of officers' wages
shows that that s!ystemu can easily prove a
source of considerable trouble even to Gov.
eraruents, if they are not careful in that re-
grard- It remained for a Nationalist Govern-
inent of this country to cause the first strike
of civil ervauts in the Commonwealth. It
looks- ,'; ;..jughi the lresienit Ooverninornt are
heading- for a repetition of that strike. Ap-
parently they thought the first taste of it
all right. It is time the Government realised
that iaonllegislation such as this will
int be toleratedl herond a certain point by
the eo:iiunity. I'do not know why civil
servants are -pecially selected for such treat-
ment. It - ,eins to be a point of Nationalist
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policy to select the civil servants specially.
When the Nationalists were in power previ-
ously, they stopped the increments due to
civil servants. That was because the civilI
servants had no tribunal to appeal to.
After tremendous agitation, the railwa3
officers ultimately succeeded in obtaining a
tribunal to fix their wages and conditions.
Under this measure, even in its amended
form, that tribunal will not have the right
to decide anything as to wages and condi-
tions.

The Attorney General: Yes.
Mr. KEYNEALLY: Only subject to this

taxation measure saying, in effect, to the
tribunal, "You may fix so and so, but we
will see that the officers do not get it."
Subject to such a limitation the tribunal will
have the right to determine wages and con-
ditions.

The Attorney General: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The Attorney Gen-
eral may be able to explain the matte.>.
Dloes he say that the railway officers will
not be subject to the provisions of the Bill?

The Attorney General: No.
Mr. KENNEALLY: Then, if thc Rail-

ways Classification Board will have the op)-
portuitity to determine wages and condi-
tions, the special tax gatherer for civil
servants will say to railway officers,
"The Railway Classification Board are
wrong, and we are going to Lake so
much from you." Thus the right of'
(letermination by the board, under either
the present or the original formi of
the Bill, will be taken nway. As to the x-
cmption of certain people from the opt
tion of the measure, the result will het
place the Government in the position of
sayingI "All except those who have no -
bunal to go to will be exempted. As to
those who have a tribunal, we have provide(]
that they shall not he touched by the Bill."
I hope the measure will be thrown out o*
second reading. It ought to be. Sonic
of the umembers of my own .party do not
altogether agree with me as to the attitude
adopted by the Labour movement regardingr
the methods by which taxation should be
obtained in order to meet the present
peculiar and serious position. Early in the
piece we approached the Premier and
pointed out to him that as unemployment
was so serious a question to the community.

a better method of dealing with it would
be to raise the incidence of income tax.

Mr. Sleemnn called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I was saying that
the position in which we find ourselves is
that the special tax introduced by the Pre-
mier is merely an indication of the contin-
uance of the attitude adopted by him and
his party with regard to the civil service.
They pick the service out for a course of
special treatment simply because the civil
servants have not the right of appeal to a
tribunal appointed to protect their inter-
es ts. The attitude of the l'remhier and his
party caused the first strike of civil ,ervants
:n the Commonwealth.

Mr. Sleeman: The first in the world.
Mr. KENNEALLY: Apparently the Pre-

mier is looking for a repetition of that
strike.

The Premier: The civil servants struck
then after they received an increase.

-Mr. KENNEALLY: They struck because
their increments were stopped by the party
to which the Premier belongs. I am inclined
to think that the Premier has not altogether
forgiven the civil service for that strike.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.
Mr. KENNEALLY: He is holding it up

against the civil servants and so they ame
selected for victimisation tinder the Bill be-
fore us.

The Premier: You have no righlt to say
that.

Mr. KENKEALLY: All the employees of
the Government and of some Government
institutions ar-e included under the mneasure,
but as the result of representations the Pre-
mncr proposes to alter that position. I am
entitled to ask why the Premier reaches
,out specially to deal with those who have
iio tribunal to go to. It is for the Govern-

- t to endeavour to justify their attitude
in that respect. No successful effort has
e imade in that direction so far. We

lirve been told by the Press frona day to
dav that the time has arrived when wages
should be reduced. That policy' has

on preached to us in the news-
* 'r~ for the last 12 or 18 months,

1* bect being to create an
'tmosphere to ju-.tifv a reduction of wages.

TIhe Bill to authorise a decrease iii the sal-
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airies paid to members of parliament was
merely to prepare the way for a reduction
in the salaries of civil servants. We know
also that those who support that action are
doing so because as soon as the Government
furnish the lead and give effect to the re-
ductions I have indicated, then the salaryI
and wage reductions will he reflected in
those paid to people outside (lovernment
employment. We do not hear People who
preach reduction of saleaties, both inside and
outside Parliament and the Government ser-
vices, talking ahout bringing down the price
of commodities as well. The whole plea is
that the extent to which salaries and wages
are reduced will he reflected in the decreased
prices of commnodi ties. The contention is
that the reduction in salaries and wages will
give rise to reduced cost of production, and
by that means we shall be able to compete
with other countries of the world.

The Premier: Or course we shall.
lion. P. Collier-- Of course that is not so.
Mr. KENNEALLY: The Chief Secretary

dealt with this qIntstion the other night. He
talked about the possibilities of comipetition
and I asked him whether lie meant that we
were to get down to coolie conditions. The
Chief Secretary replied in effect, "What is
to be done if we cannot compete without
getting down to roolie level?2

The Attorney General: Well. what are
you going- to do?

Mr. KENNEALLY: I will accept the
Attorney General'; interjection.

The Attorney General: What are you go-
ing to do if you cannot compete?7

Mr. KE.N'NEALLY: The Minister must
not cut off the tatter part of the query-
"lwithout getting down to coolie level."

Mfr. SPEAKER: Order! I do not know
that there is anything about competition in
the Bill.

Mr. KENNEALLY: That is sq, M1r.
Speaker, but when people arc taxed under
such circumstances,. surely unfair competi-
tion arises when we compare thle position of
civil sen-ants with that of outside em-
ployees. As I was arguing when the At-
torney General interjected, and thereby fol-
lowed the disorderly lead given him by the
Premier, some people suggest that with wage
reduction, decreased cost of production will
enable us to compete with other countries.
As a matter of feet, I heai-d it claimed by
the Chief E'ectarv that our problems will
be solved in that d~irection, including that of

unemployment. On the other hand, I would
ask hon, members to consider countries
where low-wage conditions and low cost of
production apply, and ascertain whether the
unemployment problem has been solved
there. They will find that in those countries
the problem is just as serious, if not more
Ferlious than it is in Australia. People who
advocate reduced standards and lower pro-
duction costs iwnore the fact that where
those conditions obtain, the problems we are
faceed with are still with the countries to
which I have referred. I shall -not east my
vote to enahle rh' Government to impose a
special class tax on a portion of the corn-
mnunity. The Bill as originally drafted,
and now before us . includes all sections of
the community who are employed by the
Government. You, Mr. Speaker, ruled that
we could deal witli it only from that stand-
point, and that 'i- could not deal with it
in the light of the amendments to
lie proposed by the Premier later on. Even
should it be amended as the Premier desires,
the Bill will control the decisions of the
Railway Classification Board. In its original
form, the Bill represented anl attempt to
control the decisions of the Arbitration
Court. The court can give a determination
as to wages, and grant a certain amount
upon which the employee is to live and main-
kain his family. Then under this measure
somebody in authority will go to the court
and say, "You have fixed a certain wage,
hut you know nothing about it. We are
goiug to deduct ?omething from it." The
timie has arrived when a modern Wat 'Tyler
should arise. We would not then have this
desire on the lpart of the Governent to tax
the people to the fullest extent. In that
respect the Government arc making a great
name for themselves, especially since they
promised to reduce taxation which, accord-
ing to the Premier himself, is a burden on
industry and on the people. In all these
measures I do not see any effort made to
i-educe interest.

The Premier: Interest is taxed of course,
except interest on certain bonds.

Mr. KENNEALLY: And that is sacro-
sanct.

The Attorney General: Because that was
the bargain made.

Mr. KENNEALLY: So, too, was a bar-
gain made with those people whom Nve now
propose to tax.

The Attorney General: For how longi
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Mr. Munsie: Until they appeal to the
board, and the board amends it,

Mr. XENNEALLY: There is an existing
bargain with the railway officers, prescribing
that their terms and conditions shall be fixed
by the Classification Board. Now you pro-
pose to get away from it. It is a bargain,
but when it affects railway men you can- de-
stroy it, although when it affects bondhold-
ers it must not be touched. If the Attorney
O'eneral will stick to the principle that once
a bargain is entered into it cannot be abro-
gated, then I will expect him to vote with
us on this Bill. The question of interest is
very important; because if it is sound
reasoning that to the extent to which you
reduce wages and salaries the cost of corn-
niodities will be reduced, then every time
-we reduce salaries and wages and so reduce
the cost of production we automatically in-
crease the rate of interest. Because if 6 per
cent, on a bond will cover a certain amount
.on commodities, if you reduce the cost of
those comimodities and leave interest un-
touched, interest relatively wilt rise. But
-our friends opposite say, "Whatever -you do,
do not attempt to touch intet-est."

The Attorney General: Do you suggest
-we should intrduce a measure to reduce in-
terest?

Mr. KENNEALLY: I suggest we tateldc
interest in the same way as we are tackling
wages Apparently the difference is that
while we say interest shall recive the atten-
tion of those who are in control, those in
control say it is wagres that must receive
their attention, consequent npon which iin-
terest will be affected. I say that if interest
receives their attention a reduced rate of
interest will affect all c-oniodities, includ-
iug rent.

The Attorney General: Do you suggest
we should ;aass a law reducig the rate ol
interest?

MN1r. KENNEALLY: We do not require
to pass a law to do it, it can be done with-
out passingr a law. One of the worst things
we could do to bring that about would lie
to pass a law for the purpose. I say the
Government are giving too much attention
to the wages of the workers.

The Attorney General: 'Not you say
something ought to be done about interest.

'Mr. T(ENYEALLY: If the Gax-ernrnent
would spend in the tackling of the interest
problem half the time they spend in attack-
ig wages, the rate of interest would fall.

Mr. Park-er: What of the interest on the
presient Comimonwealth Loau!

2tr. KEN-NEALLY: It is too high.
The Attorney General: What do you sug-

gest we should do about it?
Mr. KENNEAI1 LY: If the Government

would give to the reduction of interest half
the timie they are giving to the reduction
of wages, probably they would succeed in
reducing interest.

The Attorney General: You do not reduce
interest by giving time to it.

Air. KENNEALLY: Simply because it
is easy to reduce the wages of the workers,
the Government are prepared to give time
to that rather than to the reduction of
interest.

The Attorney General: Will you tell us
how to reduce interest?

Air. McCallum: Are you in favour of it?
,Mr. KENNEA lLY: If the Attorney Gen-

eral desired to attack the question pro-
ponly--

The Attorney General: Tell us how to
do it..

Mr. SPEAK~ER: I must ask the Attorney
fieneral not to continue on that line. 'I'her
is nothing about interest in the Bill.

M1r. KENNEALLY: If the Attorney Gen-
eral will admit that the Government have
fallen down on their job, and will give an-
other Government an opportunity to func-
tion, nto doubt they would endeavour to
show how the question should be tackled.

The Attorney Generol: Your party had
anl oppor'tinitv during the previous six
years.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The position wvill
not be bettered by the passing of legislion

of this kind. When we waited on the Pre-
mier, we suggested a method by which he
might try to relieve the position. We askced
him to increage income taxation and further
requested that the increased amount re-
ceived should he earmarked as a. special
fund to finance work for the unemployed.
The Premier replied to the deputation, "I
wrill not introduce increased taxation in any
shape or form]'" We asked by way of reply.
"Not for the purpose of providing for un-

employment-?" and he answed "I'No, because
if we increased taxation, it wouldl have the
etfet-. of inercadung uneietploynient." He
was not prepared to introduce taxation to
relieve unemployment, because in h is
opinion it would have the effect of! increas-
ine unemployment. Ever since that time,
we have been considering further taxation.
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hut in all his taxation measures no mention
is made of unemployment His taxation
measures are desiredl to produce addi-
tional mnoney for Consolidated Revenue.
This Bill wvili have the same effect. I hope
the second reading will not be carried. It
is a class tax. It seeks to tax employees
who are practically in the hands and at the
inercy of the Government. The Qoveninuent
are reaching out to hit a clas;s of people
who somne rears ago were goaded into tak-
ing certain action, simply henu,,; of the
domination by the then Government. The
present Government are evidently seeking-
to ascertain just how munch their employees
will stand before they repeat the actionl
into which they were previously goaded. I
hope the House will declare itself against
the class taxation proposed in the Bill.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [1.58]: 1
realise that we shall have to devote a fair
amount of time ton this Bill in the Comn-
inittee stage, but on the second reading I
wish to raise a protest similar to that
entered against the reduction of Parlia-
mentary salaries. Ever since the Govern-
ment took office they bare been playing- with
the question of taxation. When this Bill
was discussed by the Leader and Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, they pointed out
that it was a sectional tax. Representations
have been made to the Premier and he has
now decided to amend the Bill, as indicated
on the Notice Paper, so that certain people
will not be affected by the reduction, If the
Government desire to do the right thing by
the whole of the people of the State, they
shouild at least bring down ank equitable pro-
posal. Even if the Bill passes this House,
which I suppose it will do, as members on
the Government side favour it, we can look
for slime sympath 'y from another plac-e in
view of its recent treatment of another taxa-
tion Bill. The object of the measure is to
tax Government employees, but why not tax
also individuals outside the service who are
earning as muchvi as, or more than those in
the service? We have been told that people
outside the service are s:uffering. If the
Government taxed them, instead of leaving
it to private employers to rednce the salaries
of their employees, it would he a different
matter. Employers have reduced salaries to
such an extent that the proceeds from income
taxation will be considerably affected, and
the employers are the ones who will benefit
fr,,mn the reduction of salaries. Private em-

p)loyees are making sacrifices to their emn-
lovers, probably equal to the sacrifices that

Parliamentarians are making and that will
be demanded from civil servants under this
ineasure. When thle membher for Northam
was previously in office, a request was made
for a reduction of salaries, And the railway
men were so loyal to the Government of the
of their employees, it would be a different
in the shape of a voluntary reduction.

Mr. Keuneally: And the present Premier
huas been quoting- it ever since in justifica-
tion.

Mr. WITHRERS: I was one who suffered
a reduction on that occasion.

The Premier: It was not when I was in
power. Lt was in 1915.

'Mr. WITHERS:. I was one of the indivi-
duals con cerned and 1 ought to know. I
recollect outside people saying to us,
"All right, Jimrmy, we will shift the
wheat for you." 'Chat is what happened
after employees had gone to the assistance
of the Governument and volunteered to
accept a reduction of wages.

The Premier: It was your own party who
reduced the wages.

MrY. WITHERS: It was not. My wages
were reduced from 21s. to 20s. 6d. per day.

The Minister for Lands: 'in what year
was that?7

Mr. WITHERS: In 1920-21.
The Premier:- It was in 1915.
M1r. WITHERS: It was nkot. I remember

the reduction. I was receiving a guinea a
day at the tine, andl voluntarily agreed to
work for 20s. 6d. The point is that during
that time we voluntarily reduced our wages
to help the Government through a trying
period. The same Government are now put-
ting it over the same class of people, and
trying to tax themn instead of imposing a
universal tax.

The Premier: You are wrong. it was in
1915.

M1r. WITHERS: This is really a Bill for
Committee. Mfeanwhile I shall oppose the
second reading.

Hon. T. WALKER: I move--

Tlhat the debate ie titlOL~flid.
Mlotion put and negatived.

MR, SLEEMAX (Fremantle) [2.17-: 1
intend to oppose this so-called taxation mea-
sure. It is nothing less than a provision for
wage reduction. Why are the Government
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not fair and why do they not call this a
wage reduction? It is really imposing a
special tax upon salaries.

The Premier: To protect the rights of offi-
cials of the service.

Mr. SLEE24AN: It does not afford them
much protection when their salaries are to
be reduced. I woulid rather be withoubi
such protection.

The Premier : The Bill protects their
rights.

Mr. SLEEMIAN: If that is protection, I
would prefer free trade.

Mr. Parker: You would not know the dif-
ference.

Mr. SLEEMAN: This is the tenth taxing
measure we have had this session to relieve
0h4 people of some of their spare cash.

Mr. Panton: Spare cash?
Mr. SLEEMAN: I would describe this as

"a taxation and stagnation Government."
We have taxation on every hand. Although
the Government anc bringingr down all
these taxation measures, stagnation and
unemployment are still stalking through
the land. If the Government are going to
tax people in this way, they should show
something for what they are doing. A few
weeks ago, when the Bill was being debated,
and the member for South Fremantle was
analysing it, it seemed there was no one in
the House except the hon. member who had
gone carefully through it. Very likely the
Premier himself knew what was in it. I
remember how the member for Perth (Mr.
H. W. Mann) cocked his cars when the
nurses were mentioned. There was Imame-
diately a row in the dovecote.

The Minister for Railways; You should
not'he offensive.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I was not offensive.
The 'Minister for Rtailways: You calledl

him a donkey.
Mfr. SLEEMAN: What does the Minister

mean?
The Minister for Railways: You said the

hon. member cocked his ears.
'.%r. SLEEMNAN: I did -ay he had cocked

his ears. No member on the Government
side of the House knew what was in the Bill.
Immediately the nurses were mentioned the
member for Perth sat up and took notice of
it. The member for Subiaco (Mir. Richard-
son) thon bobbed up his head, and the de-
bate wa, adjourned. Since then I under-

stand it has been the decision of the party
opposite to make a number of amendments.

The Minister for Railways: Cannot you
make this a story wvithout words?

ULr. SLEEMAN: I will give the House the
words 11ow. The Bill is supposed to impose
taxation on one section of the community.
Prior to its introduction, we thought that all
sections of the community were to stand their
fair share of the burden.

The Premier: Most people are carrying
four shares.

Air. SLEEMAN: Those who can best af-
ford to carry the burden are not carrying
an;' of it.

The Premier: Are they not?
NMr. SLEEMAN: The first person to be

exempt from the tax is His Excellency the
Governor.

The Premier: 1 have told you His Excel-
lency has sent in his cheque.

M1r. SLEEMAN: Members of the Civil
Service who are employed at Fremnantle have
been continuously sending their checques to
the Fremnantle Unemployed Relief Fund.
They are nearlyv the best contributors we
have. Why should there be this exemp-
lion!? Seeing that the Governor, the high-
e~st paid man in the land, is to be excluded,
why are members of the Civil Service to
be ta~xedi If the tax is to reign from the
highest to the lowest, let it be imposed
without exemptions. But the Government
are not satisfied to exempt the Governor,
for they also include any other person
mentioned by His Excellency. It would be
a good thing to be a coliber of the Gover-
nor just now. He might mention one to
the Government. If J were a civil ser-
vant I would try to get on very good terms
mith Bis Excellency so that I too might
be mentioned by him. Of course I know
the Governor is a gentleman and has filled
the position well, but he is drawing be-
tween £4,000 and £5,000 a year and has had
a little move than a good look in.

The Minister for Lands: He is volun-
tarily making contributions.

Mr. SL.EEMA'N: So are the civil servanits.
The Minister for Lands: He is doing it

twice over.
M.%r. SLEEMAN: And the civil servant

has done it 20 times over. We get our
cheqes) ;regularly every wveek' fibm the
civil servants in Fremantle. What is the
Covernor contributing'
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The Minister for Lands: lIf you have
-seen the paper you will know.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister for Lands
is trying to educate me as to what should
be contributed.

Mr. Parker: That is impossible.
Mr. SLEEM'AN: I see the hon. member

has awakened. Who disturbed him?
The Minister for Railways: You did,

with your raucous voice.
Mr. SLEEMAN: In Committee we shall

-be able to start at the beginning. Our first
effort should he to bring everybody under
the Bill. We should strike out the Govrernor
and the people whom the Governor is likely
to nominate. The Bill applies to the depart-
ments and branches set out in the Second
Schedule including workers under the Fire
Brigades Board. These men might well
hare been classed with the Governor and ex-
-enipted.

The Premier: We may exempt some of
them.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The men working under
the Fire Brigades Board have already been
ceircutlarised with a demand that. they shall
accept reductions. This Bill will impose
another reduction. Firemen serve the coun-
try to the tune of 84 hours per week. In
return, they are bludgeoned into accepting
a reduction, and this Bilt proposes to take
something further from them. As the miem-
ber for South Frernantle (2%r. McCallum)
has said, under this mneasure wie shall have
the spectacle of waterside workers employed
by the Fremantlc Harbour Trust being taxed
whilst their comrades on the ships will go
free. I do not know that anybody should be
taxed as here proposed; but if the one is,
the other should lie.

The Premier: You do not object to some-
one being taxed as long- as everyone is taxed?9

Mr. SLEEMAN : I object to any tax
which is not fair and reasonable. Again,
the nurses in the hospitas are to be taxed,
but professional mnen such as lawyers, who
can sit in Parliament and still attend to their
professional pursuits, will be exempt. If
the poorer classes are to be taxed, the pro-
fessional classes should also be taxed. The
Bill does not propose to touch the medical
profession, or the land shark, or the agent
who travels around the country, or the
.auctioneer. Auctioneers arc making a good
livingp out of the misfortunes of people who
have to sell up their homes owing to the de-
pression. If one sect-ion isi to be taxed, let

all sections be taxed. The miember for East
Perth (Mr. Kenneally) said it was no
wonder that civil servants working uinder a
Government of this description were driven
to put up a world's record by striling.
However, we sha!] have plenty of time to
diseuss the Bill in Committee.

MR, CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie) [2.20]:
I do not wish to cast a silent vote onl the
Bill. I oppose the measure on account of
the principle it embodies. Very truly the
Bill has been described as a piece of class
legislation. I realise the position of the
Treasurer and also the p~roblems of the ov-
ermnent. All of us understand that West-
ern Australia, like the entire Common-
wealth, is faced with a financial position
that tests all the people and, the brains of
the whole wvorld. For that reason I feel a
great measure of sympathy for our Premier
and Treasurer in his difficulties. Those diffi-
culties, however, are not sufficient excuse for
the hion. gentleman to present to Parliament
such a Bill as this, in which he proposes to
tax one section of the community while
other sectious, earning equally good incomes
or perhaps larger, are to go free. On that
account I regard the principle of the Bill
as bad. I am rather surprised by the Pre-
mier's intention to go oi" with the Bill this
evening. 1 was inclined to think that the
discussion which arose onl the original pre-
sentation of the Bill would induce himt to
listen to reason and drop the measure.

The 'Minister for Railways: He probably
waited to see what the Federal Government
were going to do.

Mr. CUNNINGHEAM: The House is asked
to pass the Bill and allow it to go into Comn-
mittee. lIn Conmmittee it will be found that
the self-samne Premier wrho introdueed the
Bill will do his level best to emasculate it ats
regards certain principles,. It would have
been mucl i ore honouralble to drop the Bill
altog-ethier. If the Government are anxious
to get the revenue required for carrying on
the affairs of the Stale, it is the duty of
Ministers to place before this Chamber a
measure that will tax not only one sectionl or
the community, hut all sections in a position
to pay. Therefore I ant hound to oppose
the present Bill. I ant sorry the Premier
is not in the Chamber, but I must point out
that this is a piece of legislation which he
did niot promise during- the general election.

M1r. Pantun: You tire right.
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Mr. I'UNNINGHAMI: Certainly he (lid
make liroii s, including some Important
pironmises. Many of these remain unfulfilled.

The 'Minister for Railways: All Alutralian
(hwernjnents are plned iii the position of
Ibeiiw unable to do things wvhich they have
nrOntised. That applies lo the Federal Gor-

erinent, the last to comie ill.
Mr. CUNNINGHIAM: That may be.
Mr. AMunsie: I admit the Federal Govern-

went slipped a bit in taxing any section of
the Federal civil servants.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order: The member
for Kalgoorlie is the only one I cati listen
to.

Mr. CUINNINGHAM3: The Bill is not in
conformity with promises made by the P-re-
mnier onl the hustings and it is well for the
])eople to realise that fact.

Mr. Panton: They will realise it all right
when they pay.

Mr. CUNNINGHAMI: We had( the spec-
tackt of responsible public men seeking-
election and annofuncing policies and then
immediately' after the election they asked
l'arliamnent to agree to special types of leg-
islation. Why are the Government adopt-
ig this attitude? Wh y tire they- hanging

on to office when they k-now that they can-
not redleeflt the pledges they made onl the
hu rstings. In other walks of life there is a
code of honour that dlemands that promises
made shall he observed. Apparently' that
code of honour is not posses,cd Iby the mein-
hers of the present Government. Promises
were made and they have been broken.
During the election the 'Premnier said that
increased taxation was not necessary, vet
inee the session hias opened the Govern-

ruelt have asked us to deal with taxation
measures. No explanation hat, been giVenl
iegarding the urgency or necessity for the
Bill now before us. The Premier did
not explain its lprovisiolts whenlei e in-
troduced it. No explanation wvag turn-
shed as to what this Bill Hctually' meant.

Why should the Government diseri mni nate
between sections of our citizens? ft is 1)1o-
posed to tax heavily a civil servant in re-
eeipt of £600 a year, yet lawvyers, bu~iness
mn and others, who may earn salaric- a,
high as C2,000 wvill not be called 111on1 to
pay' anl'ything in addition. That is not fair.
It is noet honest legislation. It represents
discrimination and filching from those wvho
are iii a helpless position. Should we pass
the Bill it will men! that Parliament agrees
to the pIninciple of specialiinz~ in taxation

as. between oine section (if the community
and( anotrli. For that reason alone 1 shall
0ppGaC ihe se!COnd reading of the Bill. I
a~k the Minister for Llailwavs to tell us
why hie is sitting in his neat this evening.

The Minister for Railways: Because I am
pretty' tired.

Mr. CIJNNINtHAM1: The 'Minister for
Land, made prmi~ses on the hustings.

lThe M1inister bit Railways: You would
not expert us. to followv better examples
than those set by Scullia, Hogan and Hill,

and they have d~one the same thin1g.
Mr. CUNNINGHAMI: They have done

nrothting of the sort. The Prime Minister is
carrying out his job.

The )Alinistn-r for Railwayvs: So atil we.
Mr. (ILNNiNGiHAM: The Prime Min-

ister is working, in the initerests of Austra-
lia as a whole and lie is giving effect to
part of the Policy of the Labour- Paty . He
is doing his best to i-edeemn~1 0 i)I 15C5 s he
inside to the people.

The 'Minister for Railways: He (lid not
prms the sales tax or the primiage tax.

1Mr. CU-NN-INGHA3\I: The present M-\il
isters promised the peop~le of this State
many thinFis hut they- have not carried out
their promises. They promised work for
all and have made no attemipt to provide
it. They promised no taxation and claimed
that all that was r-equ ired was btetter alan-
agemient. 'Now the Government have in-
troduced .special I axation of a discrijiniat-
ory nature. Why do the Government spec-
ini liv select for 'that treatment those w-ho
are in the employment of the State? It
is the duty of the Premier, if lie cannot
fulIfil thle promises lie made to thle people,
lo give others an opportunity to earry on
the tfairs of the State.

The Premier: You had that opportunity
nd made a mess, of it.

Mr. Panton: Nothing like the niess 30u

are making of it; ten taxation Hills within
two months.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: Is tie l'remnier
]load' of1 his Bill?

Mr. Panton : Too right.
Mr. CVXNINGHAM1: Of cour-se he is not.

If he thought he was doing- the honest thing,
hie would not have p)laced amendments on
the Notice Paper with the object of emas;-
culating the Bill.

The Premier: I promised a deputation I
would do so.
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31r. CU:NN.thGHAM1: The Premier marl
ia ve received a deputation, but that does not
get away from the fact that he had ample
time long before that to have the Bill pro-
perly draf ted.

The Minis5ter for Raiways: At any rate
the deputation was merely so much canion-
fiag-e.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM:. It would be bet-
ter for the Premier to withdraw Cte Bill
and present to Parliament a measure worthy
of consideration. I oppose the Bill because
it is wrong in principle. Parliament should
not agree to a special tax to be imposed
upon one section of the comnaity. I
sympathise with the Premier and his Gov-
ernment, because I know it is necessary to
provide additional revenue. Nevertheles
all citizens should be treated on an equit-
able basis, and one section of the commnun-
ity should not be taxed merely because they
-are employees of the State.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [2.3313: I
support the Bill, partly because of the
united efforts of the Opposition to defeat

b-r. Panton: We hare achieved something
by getting at least one member on the Gov-
ermnent side of the House to express his
views.

Mr. _ H. SMTITH: I shall always speak
my mind. Opposition members are aware
that the Bill seeks to impose a special tax
that no Arbitration Court could award.
While the cost of living was moutn-n
higher and the difficulties. were increa-si ng
all round, civil servants were indeed f or-
tunate to be in their positions. The cost
of living has decreased enormously but
those in the service have continued to re-
ceive their salaries.

Mr. He-gney: T~hey are giving service to
the State.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: There are hundreds
,of men who can only secure work on one
or one and a half days, in each week. The
Government want to keep men in e-uploy-
mont and they must impose this special tax.
In my .opiniou 70 per cent. of the c~ivil
servants are in accord with the proposal.

Mr. Panton: That is why they sent to
the Premier a deputation to oppose it.

Mr. J. H. SUITH: But unfortunately
members of the Opposition are taking the
opportunity to make political capital out of
this proposed tax. Mfeetings have been

called at the Trades Hall to deal with this
Bill. There we had the member for East
Perth in the chair.

Mr. Penton: Why not?
Ur. J. H. SMITH: The member for

North-East F~remantle, in a weak moment,
at tended the meeting. Also we had the
champion from South Fremantle come
along in order of battle, with drums beat-
ing. The hon. member said, "Let us give
it to them f or all we are worth."1 The
member for East Perth, with that chiarac-
teristically pious look on his face, declared,
"We are not here to discuss politics; we
are here to discuss the Bill." The meeting
said, "We will stop industry throughout
the State if the Government dare to put
the Bill through." The Government arc
bravo enough and are daring to put it
through now.

MTr. Panton : Whby didn't you say all that
while the bon. memiber was here?*

Several members interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER:- I propose to give every

member fair play so long as he confines his
remarks to the Bill, and I will ask other
members to refrain from interjecting.

Mr. J. ff. S7MJTTI: The Government, on
the strength of their numbers in this; House,
will dare to put this special ta-x into opera-
tion. And at a later date they mtay even
dare to bring down some other tax, per-
haps a tax on the whole of the community.
However, on this Bill they are prepared to
stand or fall, irrespective of tbr, threats
used by the member for East Perth at that
meeting.

Mr. Kenneally: I rise to a point
of order. The hon. member declared the
member for East Perth used threats at
the Trades Hall meeting. The munmher for
East Perth did no such thinZ. It ill becomnes
the bon. member to make a statement which
he knows, to be untrue.

M.Nr. J. H. SMNTTH: I am sorry if I have
offended the dignity of the member for East
Perth. and I withdraw. But irrespective of
the attitude of the two or three meetings
over which the member for East Perth pre-
sided, 'ieetinus called to deal with the Bill,
this side of the House is prepared to go on
with it and say the public servants must
make a sacrifice. For this is the only way
of dealing with public servants, and I know
that quite 70 per cent, of them arc age Teable
to this tax. JT nmn sorry the member for
South Fremantle is not in his place.
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Mr. Panton : He has taken a sick man
home.

Hon. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member,
ignoring the policeman's baton that was
circling around his head, said he would
bring the Government to their knees if they
dared to impose this sectional tax. It is
not a sectional tax, hut a special tax on a
favoured section of the community. Surely
members of the Opposition are not sincere
in their protests this evening. I hope this
question will zo to a division, for this is
only the forerunner of what is to come. If
I had my way I would tax the man in work
to provide for the man out of work. We all
recognise the strength of the Opposition.
They have said, "The Premier may weaken,
be may be afraid of the threat of what will
happen if he dares to carry this Bill. If he
does so, the whole of industry in Western
Australia will stop." Let the memnber for
South Fremantle try to org-anise his forces.
anid if they want to stop industry let them
attempt it on a legitimate issue. Not less
than 70 per cent. of the public servants are
quite agreeable to this tax.

Alr. Kenneally: I suppose they have asked
for it.

Mr. J. H-. S'MITH: The member for East
Perth said the object of the Government
is to cut wages all round, and the mnember
for Leederville declared it was the ambition
of the Goverrunent to cut wages.

Mr. Pan ton: On a point of order. I said
nothing of the sort, and I ask that that
statement be withdrawn.

M1r. J. Hf. S-MITH: I will withdraw.
We are prepared to abide by the awards of
the Arbitration Court, and have always done
so. I will support the second reading and

hope it will be carried by a large majority.

MR, HEQNEY (Middle-Swsan) [2.441:
I am sorry the member for Nelson has dis-
turbed the tranquility of the Chamber with
his eloquent speech. I will oppose thle Bill,
because it is distinctly unfair and iniequit-
able. If the Government desire to balance
their Budget, they ought to bring in an
et~uitahle measure of taxation. This Bill,
a,, the Premier proposes to amend it, will be
even worse than it was previously. The
Tcades Hall meeting referred to by the mem-
ber for Nelson was a public meeting caltl
1w published advertisement, and members of
both sides of the House were invited to be

present. I am pleased to say that tile mlem-
ber for North-Eamt Fremantle (Mr. Parker)
deigned to attend, hut other members re-
frained from doing so. There is not a scin-
tilla of truth in the statement that threats
were made to hold tip industry in this State.
The speakers expressed themselves quite
openly:. they protested against this unjust
legislation. Their protest was successful.
Notwithsbta nding the theatricals in which the
Deputy Lender of the Opposition is alleged
to have indulged, his efforts have proved
fairly sucese.sful. If members of the civil
service had displayed any spirit of fight,
they would have been as successful as the
trade unionists have been. Legislation of
this kind has been attempted in other coun-
tries. In the journal "Industrial and l.abour
Information" of !he 10th February, 19:30, 1
came across the following interesting refer-
enees to Japan:

Tihe Jafpaniese Gove-inineint wkt nonin-e.i on tine
1t (k0 Otober. 19291, its niveisinni to reduice the
ealaries of Governmnent officials in oider to
effect a renlUletira in the budget for the conning
fiscal venir. T[hr Governmnenit anticipmaed, as a
result of this redtiction, a sivhig of about
8,1 041,000 Yen. The reduction n-as to be en-
forid as frm tine 1st *lnnrv, 1(rl0*

The leceisioin of line Cabinet wag stionigly ol
posed L~otin b.e'N tine (overninent ofliniis them-
NelVeS amid In- the genrena]L Iimllin14. (1i tie 116th
Octoher a nianer of prncurantons in the iocal,
d i~triet mA a ii in e nc4-iL ts iin Tokro met :mid(
adopited a -erioiution to mppnse tine Coverannent
plan and request its witindrnlwai, statling that in
view of tine Iresent salari-s of judicial ofliecs,
tile;nloption of sorh a plain worni cl berirenuon-
atble. OILi tine 19th October about 1411 judges in
tine linnal aint di-'tcict co" nits ini Tokyo 1nnssed a
resolution requrstnkg tie, ;vithdrnwmni of tile
pniani. Olici inn the :nduinistnative depart-
intents, arina and limie aid overseas colonianl
territories, aiso protcsted against the decision of
tie Corrnnnnent to reduce thinnn sninnies.

Tl in* le-isin oif thne (4 'vninlinrt meis wa rmlyr
opposr-d hi tine goneni puiulit, andi in vii of
the nlatiflfl-ii.' oiiposition the Gnnverninient de-
i-ded, :-t P meeting on tine 22n'l Ontobe-r, to
vri'hrnw the ,nroppnsa. Tine forninn inotninnee-
kin nit nf tii rveisinsl wan manie on tile samne
4,91%.

Ifni the civil servants of this State co-
operated with the rest of tine workers in
protesting against the reduction, they would
have been successful. However, civil ser-
vants claim that their organisation is non-
political, and congeqluently they are receiv-
iimg non-political treatment fronm the Gov-
ernment. Daringr the election campaign the
Premier made nianmy statements that we now
know were extravagant. He is head of the
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Government to-day by virtue of having
made those statements. In his final appeal
to the electors he said that legislation of this
kind would not be imposed on the people.

Mr. Marshall: He said he would i-educe
taxation.

Mr. HRjGNEjY: That is so. lie also
said-

(an an, wvorker honestly approve of a Gov-
ernment that wll~ guarutiite wealtih ' traili ng
cominjIics to the extent of hundreds of tlhous-
ands of pounds and vet refuse to find oj'-
lienY to ri-eve the distress of the unemiployed.

The Attorney General: Who said that!
Mr. HEGNEY: The present Premier in

his appeal to the electors. He was criti-
cising the Collier Government because of
their leaning towards wealthy tradling com-
panies, and indicated that his Government
would give every consideration to the
workers of the State. Unfortunately, many
workers, civil servants and teachers sop-
ported the Premier's party', believing- that
he would stand up to his statements and
would not fail, as he alleged the Labour
Party had failed, to impose taxation on
the wealthy companies. Since the session
began, not one measure has been introduced
to impose taxation on wealthy companies,
as the Premier implied he would do. On
the contrary, nearly' every taxation lnea-
sure he has introduced has aimed at penal-
ising tlie workers z~id thme rcipients of
salaries.

The Attorney General: Where arc the
wealthy companies?

Mr. HEGNEY: tt is (-lear that the Gov-
:rnment nre' bent on passing this kind of
lgislation. The object of the Bill is to

give effect to decisions reached by the rre-
viters in conference with Sir Otto, Nie-
metyer. The injunction )f that gentlenrnn
",vis that budgets must be balanced, .ntd
this is part of the Premier's scheme to
balance his budget. It is a well-recognised
fact that not one of the States will suc-
ceed in balancing its budget during the
present financial year. One of the Pre-
mier's financia! measures has been rejected
in another place, and to that extent his
calculations have been upset. tn-Icr this
me~asUre, he is no" prepared tj forego a
fair amount of mnoney which he had origin-
ally hoped to derive from the inipost on
salaries. However, the object of the Bill
:- to assist in balancing the budget. On

trade depression and unemployment, it i% ill
have no effect, and therefore the position
will not be improved and we shall still
have a large amount of unemployment. No
taxation measure of any description h]as
been introduced to alleviate uneimploy-
ment. All we have been asked to consider
is this class taxation. The measure will
he worse with the proposed amendments
than in its original formt. It will be more
sectional. The Government should have
been honest with the country and brought
down a decent measure in which the inci-
dence oe taxation would have applied fair-
ly to everybody. Then there would have
been no room for complaint. Undoubted-
ly the members of the civil servicte and
the teachers have a genuine grievance
against the Government.

The Attorney General: It does not worry
you that they should have a grievance
against the Government.

Mr. Marshall: It would as an oreanisation.
They are not like the legal profession.

Mr. HEG-NEY: If taxation is to he im-
posed, let it operate fairly all round. I
do not think anyone would object to pay-
ing his share, but one section should not
be singled out for special taxation and thus
compelled to pay more than their fair shame.
The man in private employment who is
drawving salary equal to that of a civil ser-
vant will pay a ver ,y small amount by' the
way of income tax, compared with the
wage cut under this measure. Tt is a wage
(-ut, and it is not improbable when they
go before their boards again that further
substantial reductions will be made. The
plea will be that owing to the decreased
cost of living haste must be. made to com-
pel these people to come down to a lower
level in the matter of wages. I am certain
if the Government wvent to the country to-
morrow they would not receive the support
of these organisations.

Mr. WANSBRQUGH: I mov

Thiat the (k1,atc be adjourned.'

Motion put, and a division
the following result:-

Ayes . . -

N ;oes .-

Majority against .

taken with

-. 17
-. 21

4
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Imr.

Al r,

X1,

Collier
Corboy
ounauingham
tRegney
JTohnsonu

Lamond
Marshall
metals

Mr. kAgelo
MIr, Brown
IMr. Davy
kir. Pergusion
Mr, Oflffiths
Mr. Keenan
%,-. Lebam
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. H. W. Mann
Mr. J1. 1. Man n
Mr. MeLarty

Mr, Rlrisrdsoo
Mr. Wells
Mr. TFeesdale

Ayes.

Mr.
Mr.

M r.

M r.
M r.

Pantox
Sleeman
Troy
Walker
We usbrough
Wlls
Withers
NVIllcocit

Noss.

sir Jams Mitcell
Mr. Parker
Mr. Patrick
Mr. Pie..se
Mr. Sampson
'Mr. Scaddan
M r. J. aL Smith
Mir' J, M. Smith
Mr. Thorn
Mr. S*oflb

PAMSa.

Mr. Raphael
Mir. Caverley
Miss Holman

Motion thus negatived.

M& WANSEROUGH (Albany) [3
nq-m.]: I imust enter my protest against
this Bill, but it will not be a lengthy one.
It is purely a Cominttee measure, and it is
at that stage it should be discuissed. It is
amiazing that only one member on the Gov-
ernment -side of thec House should have bad
the courage to get up and support this Bill.
I refer to the member for 'Nelson (Mr. J. H.
Smith). The mneasuire is purely class legis-
lation. It is not right that the Government
should set out to discriminate between the
civil servants of the State and the Common-
wsealth, and other people. The Bill should
not have coin before us in this form. Since
the debate was adjourned, the whips have
cracked. Pressure has been brought to bear
upon the Government, and we find that one
section of the community has been with-
drawn from any effect as a result of the
Bill. The Bill ire are discussing to-night
will not be the one we shall discuss in Corn-
mnittee.

The Atttorneyv General: Do you want the
original Bill?

Mfr. WANSER OUCH: The Government
are unreasonable in endearouring to force
the Bill through. at this hour of the morning.
I do not propose to remain in the House
much longer. I merely rose to oppose the
Bill and to-inform the House that I intend
to vote against the second reading'

MR. PIESKE (Katanning) [3.3 a.m.]:-
I do not propose to give a silent vote on this.
Bill. One thing that has struck me forcibly
during the debate is that no practical sug-
gestion has been advanced by the Opposition
to meet the special set of circumnstances.
which haa arisen.

Mr. Corhoy: It is not our place to do that.
Mr. Withers: We formulate the policy

when wre are in office.
Air. PIESSE: These are unfortunate cir-

cumstances in which the Government find
them selves,

Mr. Panton: In which the country finds
itself.

Mr. Withers : Because of bad manage-
masnt.

Mr. PIESSE: The bad management lies
at the door of past Governments and past
Parliain ts.

Mr. Marshall: You were in a past Parlia-
ment.

Mr. PIES8%: Never in the history of the
State has any Government been faced with
a similar position. I consider it the duty
not onily' of members supporting the Gov-
ernnient, but of all memibers, to assist Min-
isters in the special circumstances. Every
member experiences a feeling of sincere re-
gret at the necessity% for the introduiction Of
such a Bill.

Mr. Mfarshall: That is all] bunkuin.
Mr. PIESSE: Honestly, I do not like the

mneasure; and I feel sure that almost every
member will say he does not like it.

Mir, Corboy: "Now you are shedding croco-
dile tears.

Mr. PIESSE: Perhaps the -lion, mnember
interjecting will, like some members on the
other side of the Chahnier, say that the Gov-
ernment should have introduced a graduated
income tax. Is the hon. member prepared
to support a graduated income tax, on
severe lines, to be paid by the farmers in
his district who have no incomte?

Mr. Corboy: If they have no income, they
will pay no tax.

Mir. PIESSE:- Yes. The Commissioner of
Taxation will base his assessments on their
incomes for last year.

Mr. Corboy: The lion, member knows that
that is not so.

Mr. PIESSE: It is so.
Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Yilgarn

will hare an opportunity of refuting the
arguments of the member for Kate nning. I
cannot permit this cross-firing.
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Mfr. PIESSE: The debate has developed
a party tone and T presume the dirkion
will be onl party lines. That is unfortuuatt-,
because the responsibility rests upon Parlia-
ment as a whole. It is just about time this,
Legislative Assembly was brought to its
senses in the matter of finance. A referenc-e
to the financial record of this Parliament
shows that in only five years out of 31) have
we had credit balances. There have been 25
deficit;, averaging about three-quarters of
a million sterling. All party diff.~renees
should be sunk, and the Government assisted
in a practical maniner. The country is ex-
periencing one of the most serious upheavals-
in trade and commerce that it has ever
passed through. If we examined the balance
sheets of the rich companies referred to by
One hon. member, we would learn that very
few of them were making profita. I was not
boni yesterday, and I am convinced that
hon. members who have raised unrupromis-
iag opposition to the measure have not done
that fur nothing. Doubtless their present
attitude will make them highly popular with
a number of electors at the next general
election. However, the matter should he re-
garded from a non-party standpoint. Nearly
every business undertaking in this country
is experiencing severe financial dlifficulties.
Vrery, few companies- indeed are likely to pay
a dividend this year. Numbers of thlem will
mnake losses. The people controllin g those
undertakings have had to review the posi-
tionl, and it has been very distasteful to them
to make serious reductions in the salaries
of the people employed. I do not say that
I an] pleased with the Bill. I do not like it.
But manyv business houses in Western Aus-
tralia have made reductions varying from
10 to 20 per cent. in salaries.

MVr. Marshall called attention to the state
of thle House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

r. PIESSE : In connection with the
opposition that has been raised, practically
4on party lines, there has been no suggestion
of any other means than a general income
tax to meet the situation. Would it be fair
to tax the primary producers who are mak-
ing serious losses this year and will have
great difficulty in even paying their way?
Wool growers and wheat growers are show-
iag very little profit. On the other hand,
many are faced with losses. An-y increased
income tax, especially on a graduated scale,

will he severely felt by people who are doing
their best, by employing their capital, to
carry on credit in the country. I have had
opportunities of discussing the Bill with civil
servants and other Government employees.
Many (if them do not like the Bill, but most
of them are ready to make some sacrifice.
It has beets pointed out that the measure will.
operate for only one year. The probabilities
are that when it conmes to be thoroughly
.understood, its incidence on civil servants
will not be so hard as now appears.

M1r. Marshall: The Industries Assistance
Board was established for one year only,
but it has survived for 15 years.

Mr. PIESSE: I can merely hope that tht
House will remember those who are making
sacrifices under the Bill, and that there will
be no necessity for its re-enactment at the
end of 12 months. There is one feature that
has not been mentioned during the debate.
It is. hoped that the Bill will be a temporary
measure and that the salaries wvill not be
reduced for longer than one year. On the
other hand, those who may be affected by the
Arbitration Court decisions may :suffer a
reduction for a longer period. I hope that
the financial position will have improved so
that the Government will sioon ha able to
pay thle highest wages possible. No one
likes to see salaries reduced, and it is always-
a pleasure to be able to increase them. My1,
sympathy goes out not Only to the civil
servants who will have to pay' the special
tax, but to those in private employment who
are making serious sacrifices owing to conm-
ditiomns of trade and, in somne instan-ces, have
lost their employment altogether. I oit
sorry the Bil has bad to be introduced but
I am pleased to support it, not because 1
take pleasure in doing so, but because I find
it necessary to support the Government in
their effort to balance the Budget mid to
bell) the State to live within its means.

Mr, MARSHALL: I move-

Thiat the dlebate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

MR. MARSHLALL (Murehison) [3.201:
I regret that hon. members are forced to
deal with the Bill at such an early hoar,
bunt as the Government are determined, so
they will find me equally determined. I will
not allow the Bill to he passed -without re-
gistering my strong protest against it. -Not-
withstanding what the member for Katan-
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fling (.%fr. Piesse) said, some of those who
atre to be taxed are getting less than the
baisic wage. The member for Kattanning
takes pride in the fact that that is to he
d]one.

Mr. l'iesse: I did not say that. You are
Itistepresenting my views.

Mr. MIARSHA )LL: The hon. member
nide itat clear in his remiarks. People in
receip)t of high salaries will be able to pay
tilet' ax, but the wages; nen cannot possibly
(10 so.

Mr. Piesse: They will not be asked to
jMW it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The lion. mneirber does
not und~erstand the position. Hlas, anyonte
made anl attempt to attack interest rates?
Cert july not. N'o oil,,hais , ttempi1 ted to
t ouch (doctors. lawyers, banks,-, insurance
(01lj 'a Hit',., landl owiI'S. or landmlords, but
the nta ti iil et ip of C20)5 a year is, to be
attIackled.

Tlie Minister for Railways: Scullin is
laxi lug them.

31r. MARSUALL: I am not troubling
ab o ut Sceullini; I a in t roublin~g abouat Mit -

chiell. Why should one section of the comn-
iinity hie singled opt for special taxation?

The 'reier tol th people that better
management was necessary and that extra
taxation was not required. Now we have
a difrtrent tale. He promised work and we
aw those unfortunate men outside Parlia-

meat 1101150 to-day, Ile wanted good mian-
azeiuent and now we have shoals of taxa-
tion; Bills.

The, Mini.ster for Railways: The Chief
Secretary could probably explain to you
tl, difference between finding work and1(
finding monley.

Mr. Piesse: And the couintry has, to pay
isway.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: There is miore intent-
ployment than ever to-day and increased
taxation as well. The Premier singles out
certain sections of the community for taxa-
tion. Unless the Government are prepared
to tax other more comfortably placed citi-
sea,, they cannot expect to get support for
this measure. Why should not the Govern-
ment tax those whio canl afford to pay, in-
stead of bending their attaek upon hielples
public servants who can make no effective
protest? Men on £E200 a year with which
to raise a family are to be penalised, and
we here can do nothing to help them, be-

cause the Government have at brutal major-
it'- in this House.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. Angelo) took-
the Chair.]

MR, BROWN (Piugelly) [3.3-0] : It was
not my intention to speak onl the Bill at
all, but members, of the Oppjoilion have
been twitting this, if4e of the 1-1.as isvai
being afraid to speak, and to express our
opinion. Wie ale not afraid ait all. Also
it is said by the Oppo-ititn that the acid
has been placed onl nie'.Jtu, ott this side.
I suppose I shall be aiiselI of shedding
cro~codile teat's if I say I a; i ver ' sorry thl.
this Bill sl;I .uld be tieve.4:r v.

Mr. 3iarsIill: Borrow ijiv handtrelbict.
Mr. llRO/WN: If I wish to wip' iny eyes,

I i:ive 10 tived t boow tile ]loll. mnember'is
hand kerehief. Western Australia, in coal-
awl vitli the othetr Sb, teq, is Pavssing

rlnough it piod11 of sfie Ii finuanci al ti t-
tetlc; t hat otinetin, Jigmust Ile donle tb

'plare the ledzer:
Mr.- Alai -hall : Have a fm it the batiks.
Mr.-.BROWVN: I shall deal with thein

directly. Consider the conditions enjoyed
lt.v civil scrvnilts. I htave fre. untlv left
tis Rlouse at 1 0.30 pam, or 11 pal;. andl
have jiolict d the p, invipa I streets; of thte
cityv ablaze with the, liihts of inotor ears ,
vnd 90 per (cent, of themt are owned by

civil servants. ('onsider also the class ot
house iti which civil servants are able to
live. Yet we are t0o(d that the poor unfor-
tunate civil seivants, are so hairdly treated
that tltey cannot afford to have a few
pounds knocked off their salaries. Mfent-
hems on the oither side have talked a lot
about the civil servants;, but it is nothing
else than 1 ,ropnganrda. If thtey cati capture
the votes oif the civil servanlts they know
there isl a chance of getting hack into power.
The salaries paid to civil servants in this
State range fromt P2,400 to £200. The re-
cipients of those salaries will be alfectod by
the Bill. It is proposed to take 10 per cent.
from a man receiving £2,000. W"ill lie feel
the reduction?

Mr. Marshall: What about the mn get-
ting £4,000?T

Mr. BROWN: The bon. member is refer-
ring to the representative of His Majesty.
I do not associate him with the Civil Ser-
vice, and he should not be mixed up with
party politics. If 10 per cent, is deducted
from the salary of a civil servant, he Will
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not feel it because the cost of living will
be reduced.

Mr. 'Marshall: What about thc Ian re-
ceiving £200 a year?

Mr. BROWN: I am surprised at that
interjection comling front the mnembter for
Murchison. Doubtless lie has had to work
hard in his time and earn a living by the
sweat of his brow.

Mr. Mlarshall: I am referring to the man
on £E200 a year.

'Mr. BROWN: How much will he lose?
Mr. Marshall: Four pounds.

M.BROWN:' But for how long This
measure is not intended to operate for ever.

Mr: Penton: We have only your word for
that.

Mr. MaTrshall: It will be like the Indus-
tra sisa Ac t, which wvas introduced

frayear and has been operating fo r 15
years.

Mr. BROWN: Consider the farm hand;
lie hats been receiving something like 50s. a
week and has be,,n reduced to 30s., because
the fanner simply cannot afford to PAY
him more. Yet members object because we
propose to take a few paltry pioiunds fitmi
civil servants living in .the city and enjoy-
ing all the luxuries of city life.

Mr. Marshall: What, are the luxuiries of
the city.

Mr. BROWN: If they are not in the
city, they are certainly not in the country' .
What is the lot of the poor tnfortunate
who lives in the bush? Many a loan there
does not know the nmonment when his em-
ployment inight be terminated, whereas the
cii i servant knows that his position is p~er-
mnanent.

MNr Panton: The Engineer-in-Chief got
the sack.

Mr. Marshall: Yon would argue that the
people in time Fremnantle gaol have perma-
nent positions.

Mr. BROWN: Members opposite Ihave
argued that wily civil servants will be re-
duced and have asked why they alone should
be affected. With very few exceptions, all
classes of workers have suffered a reduction
of wages. Workers in the country towns
have to take a week off every little while.
Some of the storekeepers require their em-
ployees to stand down one day a week and
their pay is reduced accordingly. The civil
servant draws his salary every fortnight
and what has he to complain of?

Mr. WVithers: What sacrifice is the pro-
teasional man making?

Mr. BROWN: The doctor is doing a lot
of work for which he is not receiving pay-
ment.

.1r. Panton: You try the lawyer and see.

Mr. BROWN: I do not know that I
would say that of the lawyer. I think
hie has a hard job to get his money. Pos-
sibly some lawyers are generous enough to
take up a case for nothing.

Mr. Panton: You are thinking of th~e
Crown Solicitor.

Mfr. BROWN : If another Bill before the
House becomes law, the wage-earner may
have his wages reviewed by the Arbitra-
tion Court every three months. The basic
wva'_e is fixed on the cost of living. What
is wrong with that2 Could we have any-
thing fairer? In the past the civil servant
has been on velvet. Regarding the increase
of Parliamentary salaries a few years ago,
I ask with pride if every Country Party
member did not, vote against the increase,
who did? rThe records show that every
Countr 'y Party member opposed the iln-
crease. Doubtless that salary grab was en-
gineered by the Labour Party.

Mr. Sleeman: Did you not accept the in-
el-ease U

Mr. BROWN: Of course I did.

Tile D)EPUTY SPEAKER : I remnd
the hon. memblelr that lie is getting away
from the Bill.

'-r7. BROWN: Then I mnust apm'al for
your protection. It is only human t;! reply
to interjectionls.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member will receive protection provided he
sticks to the Hill.

Mr. BROWN: It is by no means pleasant
for the Government to have to introduce
such a measure, but everyone has to make
a sacerifice, and the civil servants are alerely
asked to make a sacrifice for a time. 1
do Riot think a majority of them object to
the sacrifice. Those who object are misled
by some people on the opposite side of the
Hiouse and by other agitators.

[The Speaker resumed tile Chair.]

Mr. Withers: Have you received a letter
from the civil servants?

Mr. BROWN: Of course I. have, hut if
members have not the backbone to stand
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up to their responsibilities and consider the
god of the country, of what use are they?

We all hope that the finance wvill improve
in the near future and, if they do, no one
will grudge the civil servants their salaries.
Some of the scol teachers in the bush live
at eonsiderable distances from the towns,
and arc not getting large salaries. They
submit to a good mnany inconveniences, but
one cannot deny the fact that their condi-
tions of labour are much more congenial
than are those of the man who toils with a
pick and shovel and whose work is labori-
ous. True, at teacher must possess a fair
education, which has cost him a good aeal
to obtain, hut lie should remember that he
too must make sacrifices in times of stress.

Mr. Kenneally: How has he made a sac-
tifiec?

Mr. BROWN: His salary has not yet
been reduced.

Mr. Corboy: Have not teachers' incre-
ments been withheld?

Mr. BROWN: If a referendum of civil
servants: were taken, I feel sure a majority
would vote in favour of the sacrifice.

'Mr. Pantoti: You try it.
1Mr, BROWN: They realise that they

should make a sacrifice for the good of the
State in which they are making a living.

M\r. Cor-bor: Have not their increments
been withheld?7

The Minister for Lands: No.
-Ar. BROWN: I do not think they have.
Mr. Corboy: Of course they have, in

timies past.
Mr. BROWN: The civil servant gets holi-

days every year, whereas a wor-king man,
as soon as hie loses his employment, loses
aso his holidays.

Mr. Marshall: Your leader has given many
of the waiters a long holiday.

Mr. BROWN: That is unfortunate. If
we reduve szalarit, a considerable amount
of money will be saved and that wviill per-
m1it of 11'any more men being kept in em-
ployment. Unless salaries are reduced re-
trenehinents will have to be made in every
department.

Mir. Corhov: Retrenchment is going on
now. The Government have dismissed near-
ly 200 men fromn one department.

Mr. BROWNY: If that is so, it only
iiwvmiis that the difficulty will mendc it-
,,elf the sooner, and that these men will
rcralin their positions. There is retrench-
menit becanse the Gover-nment. have no money

for public works. The Federal Govern-
ment, too, are reducing their staffs. ,in
South Australia the Labour Premier is do-
ingO thre same thing. He has thq endorse-
ment of the civil servants there, bens
those, who reinmin arc only too pleased to
line holding their jobs.

Mr. Corboy: He did not get into officn
by plumnising work for all.

Mr. BROWN: He would not have goi
there if lie had done so. Men in positionm
are fortunate to he holding their jobs ii
these times-. The mnan who is doing_ man
usi Labour never knows when he will h4
put off. I am really sorry the Bill has beei
brought down, hut I see no alternative to:
it. We shall all have to suffer. Every firm
with the exception of a few that are ex
celitionally prosperous, has reduced staf
and wages, or has rationed the work avail
able.

.1r. riemiieadlv: You are not dealing witl
thie sectional aspect of the tax.

M. r. BROWN: How -;re th. Goverumen
to -'et at pnivatc individuals?

Mfr. lKetimelly: By increasing the incom
tax.

11r. BRJOWN: That is impossible.
MNlr. Corboy: That would drag you in.
Mr. BROWN: Too many people in thi

State have no income to tax. Tlno Govern
meat cannot interfere with private enter
lprlse. If I Like to give one man £2 a wee'
and another £10 the Government canno
interfere with me.

Mr. Corboy: The Government could ta
the man who was in receipt of £10 a wedl
If yo want more money why do you nc
increase the income tax?

Mr. BRO WN: I am sure the basic waC
has been the cause of mnuch unemploymen
It is impossible for firms in these times i
engage mnen on the present basic wag
When salaries and wages are high there
always a lot of utnemployment.

Mr. Kenneally: If you create a sped.
fund you can prevent that unemployment

Mr. BROWN: How is that to he dom
We are doing- more for our unemployf
than is being done in any other ipart
Akustralia. It is costing the country aboi
£50,000 a month to feed the unemployed at
sustain their wives and families. I do n,
think the Bill will cause much hardship up(
those whose cause members opposite i
espousing.
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Mr. Kenneally: It is only a sectional tax.
Mr. BROWN: We can discuss ibis mea-

sure further in Committee, whten we shall
know where we are. The Government in-
tend to amend the Bill. In fairness to all
I intend to support the second reading.

MR. QORBOY (Yilgarn - Coolgardie)
[3.521: The Government might well say
at this moment, "God save us from our
friends," seeing that we have had such dis-
closures as were wade by the last speaker,
to the effect that the Government did not
mean what they said when they stated they
would find work for all, although they in-
tended by fair means or foul to win the
elections.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. memn-
ber must speak to the Bill.

'Mr. CORBOY: I am merely commenting
up on the remarks that have been made dur-
ing the debate. The member for Pingell'y
(Mr. Brown) said in effect that the Govern-
ment would not be worrying but for the fact
that they are taking advantage of the
specious promises they could not keep. I
have been amused by the references of mem-
bers opposite to the control exercised by
Caucus. It is said that nothing can be done
on this side of the Hlouse unless Caucus
permits it to be done; that unless the
Leader says, "You may do this," we must
sit dumb. I know of no inore shocking illu.;-
tration of control by Government autocracy
than that which we have witnessed in con-
nection with this Bill. It is only because
members opposite were goaded into speaking
that we were able to get them on their feet.

The Chief Secretary: Thank God!
Mr. CORBOY: Then we have noticed

that they have had to suffer the humility
of a Minister turning towards them and say-
ing in effect, "For God's sake, sit down.'
There was a definite demonstration of the
fact that Ministers reserve to themselves
the right to dictate to members on their
side, especially those sitting upon the cross-
benches, whether they should express the
views of their electors or sit dumb and be
mere heads to be counted in a division. I
strongly object to the fact that class legis-
lation is apparently the policy of the Gov-
ernment. This Bill affords another example

Mr. Piesse: Land taxation is elass legis-
lation, too.

Mr. CORBOY: I know that such things
exist. However, this Bill presents a very

different aspect of class legislation. The
member for Perth (Mr. H. WV. Ma~fnn) in-
terjeeted something which I didi not catchI.
Somne six or seven months ago the hon.
member was angling arduously for the votes
of the people.

Mr. H. W. Mann: merely said you
were making a good last-wicket stand.

Mr. CORBOY: The hon. member got the
votes of the people on a first-wicket stand
which 1 hope will prove to be a last-wicket
stond.

Mr. SPEAKER1: I must ask the hion
mnember to restrict himself to the four
corners of the Bill.

Mr. COILBOY: A considerable amount of
iatitude has been allowed, Sir.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not now dis-
cussing elections.

Mr. CORBOY: No; and I did not intro-
duce that subject, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope there will hie no
further interjections on that subject.

Mr. CORBOY: The Government have in-
troduced legislation which is definitely see-
tional. As a kind of gesture, they attacked
us members for a start- Only last week
they placed on one section of the community
a hurdlen that should he borne by the whole
commiunity. To that section of the people
who live in houses and cannot pay rent for
them, they have said that the owners of the
houses must hear a hurden which should
ha a community burden. Again, in this.
Bill the Government say to a particular
class that they shall bear the burden which
ought to be borne by the community as a
whole. The whole! thing is wrong in priin-
ciple. Apparently the Government take tIhe
viewv that because they have a few individ-
uals in their grasp and can do as they wrish
with thein, can hold over thema the reprisal
of dismissal or retrenchment, they can treat
them as a section to be specially taxed, co
hear 'burdens that are not placed on any
other section of the community. That is
wrong. Ministers will tell us that persons
outside the Government service have alreadyv
suffered reductions of salary. I reply that
there is a method by which this burden can
be distributed over all classes of the coin-
nun ity, irrespective of whether they work
for the Government or for private idivid-
uals. It can be distributed over all of them
according to the incomes they are earning,
whether or not the incomes are less than
they were six months- ago. After all. why
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should the public servant onl £350 pcr, all-
nam be specially singled out for taxation
while the bank manager working tor the
Banik of Neiv South W~ales across the btreet
and receiving £400 a Year goes scot free?
That is wrong.

Mr. Brown: How do .%onl know tie batik
rnaager is not getting his salary' reiluced

Mr. CORBOY: Apparently tie holl. mem-
her interjecting does not unde'rstand the
position. Let uts assume that six months
ago the bank manager was receiving £350,
and that the bank since reduced his salary
by £100. He is now receiving £450 per an-
unil. Across the road there is a Govern-
ment employee in the mining registrar's
office getting £350 per annumn. The Bill pro-
poses to single out for taxation the mail
getting £350 because he works for the Gov-
ernent, but does not propose to take a
penny of taxation fromt the mail still getting
£C450. That is wrong. If it is oeessar '
for the community to provide extra rev-
enute, the burden should be distributed over
the shoulders of all the people according
to their ability to pay, and irrespective of
whether they work for the Government, for
a private company, a private banik, Foy &
Gibson, Bonn Bros., or any other inn or
person.

Mr. Brown: flow can you do it?
Mr. CORBOY: The beln. member knowv ,

just as well as I know, that it can be done.
The Premier also knows that it call he dlone.
By this Bill the Government are estab-
lishing a highly dangerous precedent. I be-
lieve they do need every penny of revenue
they' canl by any possibility raise; but they
should tax me, and Tom Smith of Wyal-
eatchem, and Bill Jones of Kalgoorlie, and
every other person in the community who
earns an income that enables him to pay".
They should not restrict this taxation to
the mining registrar in Kalgoorlie or the
clerk of courts in Perth and any other
persons who happen to be within the Gov-
ernment's grip. The principle is wholly

The Premier: In all departments there
is now very little work as compared with
what there was.

Mr. COB BOY: Nobody desires to see
further unemployment. I do not wish to
transgress, and the Bill does not offer me
the opportunity I would like to have. The
whole basis on which the Civil Service are
paid is, in my opinion, wrong and should

be altered. Wh'ile the present bazis exists,
however, there is a coatract between the
civil servant and the Government that a
certain salary shall be paid for certain wvork.
It is wrong to tell the civil servaint, as this
Bill does, that his salary shiall suiffer more
taxation than other similar salaries. It is
wrong to bay that a man in the Lands De-
partment must pay a special tax because he
is in receipt of £:300 a year, while another
man employed at Hon 'Marche Stores, who
is in receipt, of the samte amount of money,
shall 'cot he taxed at all. Why differentiate
between different sections of the community?
The principle is wrong and dangerous. I
do not want to beat a dead horse, but the
Pr-enier constantly repeated dhuring the clec-
tions that the country required proper an-
agenieut which would avoid the necessity
for additional taxation, and that he would
provide work for all. What do we find?l
TheIn taxntion measures introduced by the
Government this session alone represent
additional imposts of over one-third of a
million pounds per annrum-

1'he Premier: Nonsense!
MLr. CORBOY: That is a fact. Appar-

ently the Government are bankrupt of ideas
and therefore attack men who are in a
position in which they cannot assist them-
selves. They know that the civil servants
cannot put up a decent fighit against this
legislation. That is made apparent by the
exclusion of the wvages men who shiowed
that they would not talke any such proposal
lying down.

The Premier: They' put a decent request
before mie, not what you are doing.

Mr." COBBOY: That is uitter rubbish.
Thle Premier: Nothing of the Sort. They

behaeved decently.
Mr. Panton: It shows the way they have

been brought up.
'Mr. CORBOY: I know what was in their

minds just as well as the Premier.
The Premier: But I know what they said.
'Mr. COL'IOY: When the wages men

showed that they had sufficient courage to
fight, the Premier agreed to exclude them
from the Bill.

The Premier: Nonsense!
Mr. CORBOY: The Premiers amend-

ments prove that that is so.
The Premier: At any rate, they did not

put the position in your way; they put it
in a perfectly decent way.

Mr. CORHOY: I hope I am not behaving
in an indecent way! The men of the starched
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collar brigade- -the civil service-are not
prepared to take the same stand, and there-
fore they alone aire to be attacked. The
Premier used the big stick with the civil
servants, but put the stick down when tbhe
wag~es men showed fight. I record my op-
position to the principle of class taxation.
The member for Nelson (Mr. 3. H. Smith)
has returned to the Chamber and that gives
me the opportunity to remark that he made
a song about the atitude of the member for
South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) and was
particularly emphatic regarding his absence
from the Chamber

Mr. J. H. Smith: Not a song; the truth.
NW. CORBOY: In ordinary decency, the

hon. member should have refrained from his
attack on the member for South Fremantle,
knowing, as everyone did, that that hon.
member had sat in the Chamber until five
minutes before the member for Nelson rose
to speak and then left only in order to take
home another member -who was very ill.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I assure you I did not
know that.

Mr. CORBOY: That was the reason for
his absence. The mnember for South Fre-
mantle sat in his seat for as many hours as
the member for Nelson and I had sat in ours
for minutes. His attack was most unjust.

Mr. SPEAKER:- I suggest that the hon.
member c3onfines his attention to the Bill.

Mr. CORBOY: The Premier knew it was
necessary that one hon. member, because of
his ill-health, should be escorted to his home,
and the member for South Fremantle under-
took the duty.

The Premier: I suggested that he should
accompany to his home the member who was
ill.

Mr. CORBOY: That is so. The Premier
knew of the position and recognised that the
.condition of the hon. members health made
it necessary for him to be esorted home.

Hon. P. Collier: In any case, the member
for South Fremnantle had not been out of
the Chamber for seven hours at a stretch.

Mr. COIIBOY: That is so. The Govern-
ment would be well advised to consider the
whole financial position. They should take
into consideration the imposing of the addi-
tionatl burden on the whole community rather
than to single out a particular section for
carrying an impost that should be shared by
the whole of the people.

[73)

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

21
17

Majority for

%lr Angelo
Mr. Brown
Mr. Davy
N]r. Doeoy
NSr. Ferguson
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. Keenan
Mr. Latbam
IMr. U ndear
Mr. H. W, Mann
Air. J, 1. Mann

31r. CnlImr
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Hegney
Mr. -Tohnson
Mr. Icenneally
Mr. Lamond
M r. Marshall
Mr. Mungle

AYES.
Mr. Rlahardaou
Mr. Wells
Ur.' Teesale,

Mr. Parker
M r. Barnard

AYE$,

NOES.

PIRS.

4

Mr. MoLarty
lir James Mitchell
Mr. Patrick
Mr. Fleecee
Mr. lampoon
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. J. IL Smith
Mr. Jf. M. Smitb
dr. Thorn
Mr. North

(Tell 97.)

Mr. Fanton
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Troy
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wanabrough
Mr. Willeack
* r. Withers
*Mr. Wilson

(Teller.)

Nos.
Mr. Raphael
Mr. Millington
Mr. McCallum
Mr. Lutey
Miss Holman

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 4.17 am. (T16ursday).
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